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Wednesday, 2 November 1994

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Give Griffiths) cook the Chair at 2.30 pm, and read prayers.

MOTION - URGENCY
Nuclear Waste Dump Proposal

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Clive Griffiths): I have received the following letter dated
2 November 1994 -

Dear Mr President
At today's sitting, it is my intention to move under SO 72 thiac the House, at its
rising adjourn until 9.O0amn on December 25, 1994 for the purpose of discussing
the proposal to establish a nuclear waste repository in WA and the risk involved
in establishing such a facility, as well as the prospect chat such a proposal has of
opening up WA as a repository for international nuclear waste.
Yours sincerely
Kim Chance NRC

If this debate is to be pursued, we require at least four members rising in their places
indicating support.
[At least four members rose in their places.]
HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural) [2.35 pm]: I move -

That the House at its rising adjourn until 9.00 am on 25 December.
The subject of this motion, it is fair to say, is an extremely emotive issue. It raises a
whole series of issues about which decisions have been taken at times in a manner
clouded by emotion. I hope our approach to this subject is not tainted by that.
Nonetheless, the subject requires very serious consideration and recognition of some
fundamental facts of life about the nuclear industry and, more importantly, the part that
our country and State play in that industry. The bottom line on this issue for the
Australian Labor Party could be said to be that it does not see nuclear energy as a
desirable, long term objective for Australia. The Australian Labor Party's actions in
respect of the nuclear industry, while criticised in some quarters, are entirely consistent
with that point of view. Similarly, it is reasonable to say that our view is that we do not
want Western Australia to become the centre of a national nuclear industry. We can say
that, even acknowledging that there have been occasions when certain of our members
have expressed views which one could argue diverge somewhat from that point of view.
In that context the possibility could be raised of the replacement for the Lucas Heights
reactor being located in Western Australia. I do not find that necessarily inconsistent
with the broader view that we do not want Western Australia to become the centre of a
national nuclear industry. Both those points of view to my mind are entirely defensible
and even logical.
Hon N.E. Moore: Are you saying you support the Lucas Heights reactor in Western
Australia but not some other extension to it?
Hon KIM CHANCE: That is a perfectly reasonable question, and I will address it as I go
on rather than replying to it now. It is something that cannot be answered quickly and
simply in the manner of a response to an inteijection.
Labor recognises the reality of the worldwide nuclear industry. It is out there, it exists,
and there is not a great deal we can do about it; it is simply there. Labor recognises that
industry has certain needs and recognises the nuclear industry's cwrrent contribution to
die global energy needs. Labor also recognises the place that Lucas Heights has as our
only nuclear reactor and that at some time in the future it may need to be replaced; but
the question of replacement is not on the agenda of the Commonwealth Government at
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this time. It will not be on the agenda of the State Government for at least five years,
more likely 10 years and, quite possibly, never at anl.
Hon L.D. MacLean: It is only because they cannot make a decision. Lucas Heights has
already reached the end of its lifetime.
Hon KIM CHANCE: I note that comment from the member opposite. The responsible
Minister confirmed to the office of the Leader of the Opposition today that there are no
pians for Lucas Heights to be replaced, at least within the next five years, because there is
no need to do so. The Government in this State may have a different view, but that is the
opinion of the responsible Minister. Over the next decade it is entirely possible that new
technology may well override the need for replacement of the Lucas Heights reactor in
the manner we now understand to be the demand for that reactor. There is a possibility
of changes in medical technology thatLwill alte the nccd for radio isotopes, which ar the
commercial reason for the existence of the Lucas Heights reactor. I thought it necessary
to make our position clear on that matter from the outset.
I do not want the question of the nuclear waste dump to be confused - as it could well be
in the minds of the public - with the possibility of a new reactor, whether in Western
Australia or elsewhere. The nuclear waste dump and the potential replacement for the
Lucas Heights reactor are entirely separate issues and must be viewed as such. No plans
for a new nuclear reactor are before the Australian or the Western Australian
Governments. To suggest otherwise would be to mislead people on the question of
whether Western Australia needs to establish a sire as a repository for nuclear waste from
other States. The issue is whether we want to provide a facility for the dumping of
nuclear waste in Western Australia, and it is very much a stand alone question. Given
that we already generate nuclear waste from industrial and medical sources and from
Lucas Heights. the responsible question concerns the most suitable disposal method.
Perhaps we should consider the issue from a national perspective, and the outcome of
that could favour a proposal for a single site for the disposal of nuclear waste. At present
the Opposition does not believe WA should accept waste from other States, and nor
should we accept the concept of nuclear waste - either high or low level - being
transferred across state boundaries into Western Australia. The question of some
national consideration of a single sire may arise, but is as yet unresolved. As far as I am
aware, it has not been addressed to any great extent. Certainly, the question has not been
addressed in any wide scale public debate of which I am aware. This matter may have
been spoken about in scientific circles or at heads of government level. I am not sure of
that, but I am sure that no public debate has taken place on the wisdom or otherwise of
establishing a single national repository for nuclear waste. It is certainly not a proposal
for which the Premier of this State should indicate a form of qualified support, on an off-
the-cuff basis on talkback radio. Thie Premier mentioned the qualification of the strictest
possible guidelines as a necessary element of the process. Every nuclear accident has
occurred in a nuclear facility constructed and operated under at least somebody's idea of
the strictest possible safety guidelines. Nonetheless, accidents have occurred, and on at
least one occasion involved a massive tragedy of global proportions. Who determines the
guidelines? Who is competent to determine the guidelines and who finally implements
and oversees the guidelines? The guidelines in respect of Chernobyl proved to be less
than adequate, with some tragic results.
The Opposition has no difficulty with the concept that nuclear waste in Australia should
be the subject of high level planning at both state and national levels. It also has no
difficulty accepting that present waste disposal arrangements may need to be improved.
However, it cannot accept the notion that an arbitrary decision may be made by Cabinet,
as early as next month, which might lead to the establishment of a national waste dump
in Wester Australia, and the transport of nuclear waste across state boundaries into
Western Australia. We must remember the pedigree of the Cabinet and the Liberal Parry
on this issue. A former Liberal Premier, Sir Charles Court, is on record as having
suggested that a nuclear power generation plant be developed effectively on the northern
outskirts of the city, in the Moore River region. A current member of Cabinet, the
Minister for the Environment, has suggested much more recently that the Qakajee area
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north of Geraldion could or should be the sire for a nuclear reactor. However, we are
faced with a situation in which it is possible that Cabinet in a month may decide, on the
basis of a proposal put to it by the Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission, that
a nuclear waste disposal facility be established in Western Australia. I submit that the
present members of Cabinet are the last people I would want to make objective
judgments about a nuclear issue of this sensitivity. The proposal for the establishment of
a nuclear waste dump will be discussed by Cabinet next month. Given the Premier's
qualified support for a national waste dump facility in Western Australia, is it possible
that the proposal may even be endorsed?
We also need to consider the external implications of establishing a national nuclear
waste facility in Western Australia. There is a view - it is not one I necessarily endorse
but I can see the logic in it - that we have some responsibility as an exporter of
fissionable material to take back the nuclear waste created in the use of that material.
Without giving it my support or the Opposition's support, I understand that logic about
some of the materials generated as a by-product of the use of fissionable material for
energy production, which are among the most dangerous substances known to man.
Plutonium springs to mind fairly readily. The last place we should want material such as
plutonium to be stored is in some of the countries currently using nuclear power. For a
number of reasons - both geological and political stability included - they are not the
countries in which plutonium should be stored. It is a logical argument that plutonium
which has been created from the use of materials exported from this country should be
returned to and stored in this country.
I amn not putting forward the proposition that we want to see it happen; nonetheless, it is a
logical argument. If we understand the logic of that argument for the establishment of a
modem high-grade waste disposal facility in Western Australia, how long will it be
before there is a demand from international sources to store high-level, radioactive waste
at that facility in Western Australia? I do not believe we should be making decisions
about the possible construction of such a facility in Western Australia without at least
considering the potential flow-on from that. The potential is most certainly an
international question, one that should not be overlooked in any consideration of
establishing such a facility in Western Australia-
HON P.H. LOCKYER (Mining and Pastoral) [2.50 pml: I thank the member for
bringing this matter to the attention of the Parliament for discussion. The discussion
about the relocation of this facility is in its preliminary stage; no final decision has been
made. 1 ant not a member of Cabinet but I know this issue was brought on because the
Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission has quite rightly identified to the
Government what it believes to be two possibilities: Firstly, the establishment Of a
nuclear waste repository; secondly, the relocation of the Lucas Heights nuclear facility to
the goldfields.
Last year this matter was brought to my attention by some of my constituents in
Kalgoorlie. W~henever the word "nuclear" is spoken it immediately sends people's
thoughts racing and there is opposition to it, regardless of who puts forward the idea. At
the time I did not know much about this issue. I contacted the former Deputy Premier,
the member for Kalgoorlie, Hon Ian Taylor, who had some interest in the matter. We
privately travelled to Sydney and spent a week there. For three days we went to the
Lucas Heights facility where the people from the Australian Nuclear Science and
Technology Organisation showed us over the facility and gave us some briefings about it.
We then spoke to the tribunal that was hearing the pros and cons of the possibility of
shifting the Lucas Heights facility. As all members in this Chamber may know, the
tribunal decided that no action would be taken for approximately five years. The
member for K~algoorlie and I were of a like mind when we went to Sydney: We are
charged with the responsibility of lookdig at any facility that may help our electorate.
I was surprised to learn that the facility at Lucas Heights is the only producer of
radioactive isotopes used in medical treatment throughout Australia. Just about all of its
operations revolve around that area- Nothing frightened me about the facility, except that
sooner or later ANSTO must deal with the disposal of 10 000 drums of low calibre
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radioactive waste. Just as die sun will come up tomorrow, the Lucas Heights facility will
be shifted. Anyone who has visited the site will know that it is located on land that is far
too valuable to house it and the intolerance of the people who live near it will force it to
be shifted.
Hon Mark Nevill: Was the reactor thene before the people moved in?
Hon P.M. LOCKYER: It is similar to Jandakot Airport: When it was established, people
complained that it would be like being in a desert. I live in that area and I know that if
the local residents' action groups had its way, it would get rid of the airport tomorrow.
Hon Mark Nevill: Is that the air force retirement village?
Hon P.M. LOCKYER: It will be in a couple of years' time. I will bet London to a brick
on that the facility will be shifted. A facility will be located in Australia because we need
one. Radioactive isotopes will always be necessary for medical treatment. The member
for Kalgoorlie and 1, in an apolitical way, said, "Let's make sure that if this is co be done
that the goldfields is considered for it, bearing in mind that we will be suggesting that all
of the safety aspects are covered." An enormous benefit will accrue to the State if the
facility is located here, not the least being that it will provide approximately 100 jobs and
carry out a service that is very important to Australia. I have a limited knowledge of
these things, and I am sure that most people in the Chamber are not expert in this area.
This morning I listened to people on talkback radio programs who seem to have become
experts overnight on radioactive waste.
The Lucas Height reactor is situated within the Shim of Sutherland, which has
approximately 200 000 residents. A large group of people in the goldfields will not want
a nuclear reactor located in their region, but many steady thinking people will think it is a
good idea. If it is to be located in Australia, why not take it to a place where the earth's
structure is eminently suitable and which is a reasonable distance from the metropolitan
area? After all, Kalgoorlie is only a one hour flight on a jet aircraft. It is not the worst
place in Australia to live. We believe the goldfields area should be considered for the
relocation of this facility. My very good friend Ian Taylor will be getting a fairly tough
time from some of his colleagues who are not in his faction because of his stance on this
issue.
Hon Kimt Chance: Not at all.
Hon P.M. LOCKYER: I hope the member is right. Mr Taylor has never committed
himself to it; he has merely said that he is in favour of considering its feasibility, and so
am 1. I commend Hon Ian Taylor for what he has done so far. If we close our eyes and
ears to it, nothing will ever be done. It may well be that we will build the safest and best
facility in the world there, which will be to the benefit to all concerned. Members should
not lock up the possibilities that may flow from the establishment of this facility here.
Let us not - from one comment by the Premier of the State made on a local radio station
yesterday that it may happen - overlook a situation which may well warrant more careful
consideration. We should be considering this matter. That is why the member for
Kalgoorlie and I went to Sydney to look at the feasibility of relocating this facility to our
area.
In our discussions we lenrrt that not every physicist was enanmoured of shifting from a
beautiful house in Sydney to Kalgoorlie. However, jobs for physicists in Australia are
not tumbling out of boxes. If the facility were located in Kalgoorlie, they would move to
where the work is. Perhaps the time is right for more members to go to Sydney and talk
with the people at ANSTO and look at the facility there.
Today on the radio I heard that Senator Cook, the Minister responsible for the relocation
of this facility. may bring forward the decision about shifting the nuclear reactor
regardless of the recommendation of the tribunal. Pressure is being applied not only
from the Sutherland Shire Council but also from residents in the area who want the
facility relocated. I do not necessarily disagree with that. It is desirable. Many areas in
the goldfields can be identified as safe for such a facility, and it could be of enormous
benefit to the area and the State. At this stage, I support further investigation into the
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whole matter. I commend the Goldfields-Esperace Development Commission for
bringing the muter to the attention of the Government. No bairn has been done by the
member bringing the matter to Parliament. This is the proper place in which to have
discussions of this type. However, I urge members not to throw out the baby with the
bathwater. We should consider the matter further in order to be better informed. I will
be happy to inform the member about some contacts at the Australian Nuclear Science
and Technology Organisation at Lucas Heights. If he finds himself in that area he should
have a look at that facility.
HON AJ.C. MacTIERNAN (East Metropolitan) [3.01 pm]l: I listened intently to the
comments by Mr Lockyer. T1hey contained nothing that has caused me to change my
view; although I appreciate his comments were made most genuinely. As I understand it,
the Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission proposes to develop a waste dump
in order to enhance the chances of the Lucas Heights reactor being relocated in Western
Australia. Therefore, the proposal is that we develop a dump to encourage the proponent
of the proposal to relocate in Western Australia. The logic of that proposal is highly
flawed. The Opposition believes we should only ever consider having a dump for
medium level radioactive waste, If a national research reactor were not to be located in
Western Australia we would oppose that move very much. It would not be in the
national interest either economically or environmentally to have a waste dump in
Western Australia and the reactor remain in the Eastern States. One obvious concern is
that the material would need to be transported across the continent.
We now come to considering whether it is likely that such a facility would ever be
located in Western Australia. While I appreciate the genuineness of Mr Lockyer's
sentiments, it borders on fantasy to believe that the research facility would ever be
located in the goldfields, for two prime reasons. The first was alluded to and dismissed
in a somewhat cavalier fashion by Mr Lockyer, that was the preparedness of Australia's
elite scientists and physicists to transfer from Sydney to Western Australia. Mr Lockyer
believes that we can forget about that because they will go where the jobs are; they will
not be too happy but they will not have much choice. That is fairly typical of the
Government's approach to industrial relations, and its treatment of its workers. It is a
rather sily proposal. Our nuclear scientists and physicists are of world standard and they
would have opportunities to go elsewhere around the world. They have their own lives,
their families and futures to think about.
Hon N.A Moore: Are you saying that they would not want to go to Kalgoorlie?
Hon A.M. MacTIERNAN: I think that Mr Lockyer said that the scientists would not be
too happy about that.
Hon NYF Moore: I am sure Mr Nevili agrees with you.
Hon A.JG. MacT[ERNAN: It is not a question of whether he agrees -

Hon NY Moore: We are trying to establish a university at Kalgoorlie -

The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN: It would be great to have a university at Kalgoorlie, but we
are talkdng about some of the most advanced research scientists in Australia. I do not
think it is likely that those sorts of people would be catered for in the sort of university
we would have in Kalgoorlie with its population of 25 000-odd.
The second reason why the proposal borders on fantasy is a misunderstanding of the
nature of the products of the Lucas Heights nuclear reactor. The facility needs to be
located near some highly sophisticated, frequent and reliable transport. This is because
the bread and butter isotope produced by the Lucas Heights reactor, and used in nuclear
medicine, is known as Technetium 99. I understand that the isotope is used by hospitals
around Australia to diagnose secondary cancers in bone, prostate, lung and breast
cancers. It is not the only isotope used but it is the basic and most frequently used. The
product has a half life of some six hours and remains useful for up to one week. Given
the temporal fragility of the product it is necessary to be able to move it around Australia
frequently and with great rapidity. The Lucas Heights facility, which is located in
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Sydney near the biggest and busiest airport and near the biggest population centre, can
fulfil that function quite well. A very sophisticated and complex courier system has been
set up which is heavily reliant on the frequency of transport available out of Sydney. It
would not be financially feasible to set up out of Kalgoorlie an air transportation system
that could offer anywhere near that frequency of travel. Therefore, it would not be
possible for a facility to be located in Kalgoorlie to deliver Technetiumn 99 and other
highly volatile isotopes around Australia with the frequency required to enable it to
discharge its function to provide the diagnostic tools that hospitals are so reliant on now.
We see a great deal of folly in this proposal that we build a high level waste dump facility
in order that we may attract the Lucas Heights facility. Obviously it will be under some
sort of review within the next five years. Our concern is that there is no realistic prospect
of such a facility being relocated in Western Australia. It is. therefore, extremely unwise
in the circumstances to havc the dumping facility in Western Australia.
I suppose our biggest concern is that while some people may genuinely be calling for the
dump facility only in the hope that it may attract the reactor to this State, other people
will follow that call and support that call because they have a much larger agenda. That
agenda is to attempt to lock Western Australia into not simply the cycle necessary for the
research facility but basically into the nuclear energy cycle. In particular, it would be
argued that Western Australia become a repository for waste for the economies in Asia
that are being persuaded by the manufacturers of nuclear power plants to go nuclear -
notwithstanding the threat that poses to those populations and indeed to the region
because of the seismic sensitivities of the area. This will be the beginning of pressure on
Western Australia to become a dumping ground for waste, particularly from Asian
countries that may choose to go nuclear. It is precisely because of this that the Labor
Party does not support - although it supports the national research facility - participation
in the nuclear energy cycle and that it does not want Western Australia to become part of
that. We have resisted the expansion of uranium mining into Western Australia, and we
will fight just as hard to prevent Western Australia becoming a dumping ground for
nuclear waste generated out of the nuclear energy cycle. We distinguish that from the
research facility. It is an important contrast.
HON N.F. MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Education) [3.10 pm]: The
comments of Hon Alannah MacTiemnan could not be encouraging to industry in Western
Australia. For the past 10 minutes she has been telling us why Kalgoorlie is a terrible
place to locate industry, and why people would not want to go there.
Hon T.G. Butler: She did not say that.
Hon A.J.G. MacTienan interjected.
Hon N.F. MOORE: Anyone who is arguing against the Government for the relocation to
Western Australia of the Lucas Heights reactor would trot out the member's words and
say, 'This is what the Labor Party thinks." Hon Alannah MacTiernan made it clear that
she is opposed to anything going to Kalgoorlie. I will be interested to know whether that
is the view of all members opposite.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: If Hon Norman Moore reads Mansard he will find that is not
what I said at all.
Hon N.E. MOORE: It is not the view of Juian Grill, who is the Opposition's spokesman
on resources. In a lotter to the Goldfields-Esperance Development Authority Julian Grill
said that if the authority wanted a waste disposal site in Western Australia it should
ensure that we also receive the nuclear research reactor.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: That is exactly what I said.
Hon NEF. MOORE: That is what Mr Grill said. Hon Alannah MacTiernan did not say
that. She is seeking to somehow or other separate the two issues of a waste repository
and the relocation of the Lucas Heights facility.
Hon A-J.G. MacTiemnan: That is absolute nonsense.
Hon N.F. MOORE: Mr Grill does not say that. He says that one goes with the other.
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Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: I said we will not have the dump unless we have the reactor.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I ask members to stop inteijecting. Members do not have to
like what the Minister says, but some of us want to listen to it.
Hon NYF. MOORE: The Federal Government is seeking to find a site in Australia for the
storage of low level radioactive waste. It prepared a report which identifies a number of
sites in Australia. The Goldfields-Esperance Development Authority prepared a
submission to the Federal Government on the basis that an area called Jackson in die
goldfields should be considered for that sire. That submission was given to the Deputy
Premier.
Hon Mark Nevill: What sire is mentioned?
Hon N.F. MOORE: The site is located in die Mt Jackson area. Thiat proposition is being
considered by the Government. It has not gone to Cabinet. The Government has made
no decision about that at all. That is the view of a particular group of people in the
goldfields. It does not represent the Government's position at all. There has been no
consideration by the Government of the development of this site in Western Australia.
The federal Labor colleagues of members opposite are looking for a site in Australia, and
we will get one somewhere.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: We understand that.
Hon N.F. MOORE: Hon Alannafi MacTiernan says it should go somewhere else. Her
colleagues in every other State will say the same: Not in my backyard. As Hon Phil
Lockyer has described, die Goldfields-Esperancc Development Authority said there may
be some opportunities in Western Australia. That is its view, which is supported by
Mr Grill and others who have looked at this proposition. The other issue at stake is the
relocation of the Lucas Heights reactor. We are told by Mr Chance that this will not
happen for five years. That will be a decision of the Federal Government, but if is to be
relocated the State Government will support its relocation to Western Australia. We are
also prepared to accept the waste that such a reactor would generate. That is the way
protocol of a nuclear facility operates;, that is, its looks after its own waste. That is the
position of the Government on any relocation of the Lucas Heights reactor to Western
Australia. That is the view of Mr Grill, the Opposition spokesman on resources. Is it the
view of all members opposite? Does the Labor Party support the relocation of the reactor
to Western Australia if and when that is available?
Hon Mark Nevill: In principle.
Hon N.F. MOORE: Is that the view of all Mr Nevill's colleagues? Hon Alannah
MacTieruan does nor support the member.
Hon Mark Nevill: She does.
Hon N.F. MOORE: She gave every reason for the facility not to be relocated in
Kalgoorlie. She told us why nuclear scientists would not want to come to Kalgoorlie,
why people of that education and status in the community would nor go to a town of
25 000 people. She made diat statement, at a time when we are trying desperately to
establish a university in Kalgoorlie. The comments of Hon Alannah MacTiernan would
frighten people off. They will think Kalgoorlie is some sort of backwater after hearing
Hon Alannah MacTiernan's comments. She is an absolute disgrace.
Hon Mark Nevinl: There is none so deaf as he who will not listen.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: Mr Lockyer said the scientists told him that.
The PRESIDENT: Order! If Hon Alannab MacTiernan interjects again, she will pay the
penalty.
Hon N.E. MOORE: With the support of Mr Grill, and qualified support of Mr Nevill and
Mr Taylor, the Western Australian Government has indicated that it is prepared to
support a proposition for the relocation of a reactor from Lucas Heights to the goldfields.
It has accepted that a consequence of that will be the necessity for us to dispose of the
waste that will be generated. That is a different issue from the waste dump widi which
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members opposite seem to confuse this argument. I raised initially the requirement by
the Commonwealth for a dump in Australia. These two issues are different from each
other. The State Government has given a commitment on the relocation of the Lucas
Heights facility. It has not considered the suggestion of providing a nuclear dump in the
Jackson area. When I read the comments made by Mr McGinty and others that somehow
or other the Government has made a decision on this it demonstrates the view I have
about him; that is, if someone repeats a lie often enough people will eventually believe it.
Hon Mark Nevill: Including you?
Hon N.F. MOORE: I am not repeating any lies. I am telling the truth.
Hon Mark Nevill: The Minister believes a lot of lies that have been repeated over the
years.
Hon N.E. MOORE: If they started off as lies, I did not know that they were.
Mr McGinty has tried to get across the message that the Government has agreed with the
Goldflelds-Esperance Development Authority. It has not even been considered by the
Government.
Hon Kim Chance: Mr McGinty did not say that.
Hon N.E. MOORE: Hon Kim Chance should read transcripts of Mr McGinty's radio
interview this morning. Mr McGinty said that Richard Court made a decision to turn
Western Australia into a dumping ground for nuclear waste. The only decision the
Government has made is to say that we will accept the waste from a relocated Lucas
Heights facility in Western Au~zralia. Is that Hon Kim Chance's position?
Hon J.A. Scott: Nuclear waste is already coming come here from other States.
Hon N.E. MOORE: It is the position of Mr Grill and Mr Nevill, but it is not that of
Hon Kim Chance. I am interested in knowing the Labor Party's stand on this. The
Government has not made a decision about the dump. That is the view of the
Goldfields-Esperance Development Authority; it is not the Government's view. The
Government has made the decision that it would like a nuclear reactor in Western
Australia if it is to be shifted from Lucas Heights. It has accepted as a consequence of
that, that the facility would dispose of its own waste. Is that Hon Kim Chance's position?
Hon Kim Chance: Yes, it is. I did not understand the point as it was put by the Minister
at first.
Hon N.E. MOORE: That is good, because it took a while to get it out of Hon Kim
Chance. I do not think it is the view of the Labor Party. Mr Grill has got the Labor Party
into that position, helped along by the former leader, Mr Taylor. It is hooked on the
Lucas Heights reactor being shifted to Western Australia. Interestingly we hear
Hon Alannab MacTiernan making a long speech telling us why Kalgoorlie is no good,
and why a nuclear facility should not be located there.

Point of Order
Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I made no such statement. I have been provoked to
respond. I have been misrepresented.
The PRESIDEN4T: Order! That is not a point of order.

Debate Reswaned
Hon N.E. MOORE: This demonstrates that within the Labor Party there is significant
dissension and division on the question of nuclear energy and the nuclear industry.
Hon Kim Chance tried to explain to us the difference between a national nuclear industry
and Lucas Heights. Somehow he thought that he could support a Lucas Heights facility,
but not a national nuclear industry. That is why I asked him what the difference was.
Will he tell us at the end of the day what the difference is?
Hon Kim Chance: There is a substantial difference; can't you see that?
Hon N.E. MOORE: When has the Government ever said anything about having a
national nuclear industry?
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Hon Kim Chance: You accept there is a difference, don't you?
Hon N.E. MOORE: Hon Kim Chance should tell us what the difference is because the
inference from his speech is that this Government is taking us 100 miles an hour down a
particular path, when it is not I have made the Government's position very clear. It has
not made a decision on the point of view of the Goldfields-Esperance Development
Authority. That is its point of view; nobody else's. However, the Government has made
a decision that it will go for the nuclear reactor from Lucas Heights. If it is relocated to
Western Australia, the goldfields is a good place for it. If that happens, we will look after
the waste generated there. I hope we will receive complete bipartisan support on that
proposition.
[The member's time expired.]
HON MARK NEVILL (Mining and Pastoral) (3.20 pm]: Hon Norman Moore
completely misrepresented Hon Alannab MacTiernan. Hon Philip Lockyer said that
when he was at the Lucas Heights reactor, not all the scientists there were enamoured
with the idea of going to Kalgoorlie. That is a fair statement. They live on the other side
of the continent, probably in a bayside suburb.
Hon P.H. Lockyer. I didn't say they wouldn't go.
Hon MARK NEVILL: No, but Hon Philip Lockyer said they were not enamoured,
which is a qualified comment. He used those words. All Hon Alannab MacTieman did
was reiterate the comments of Hon Philip Lockyer. Hon Norman Moore has tried to turn
that into some sort of slight by Hon Alannab MacTiernan on the people of Kalgoorlie. It
is a well known fact that most Australians like living on the coast. Many people are not
enamnoured with going to any inland city. A majority of Western Australians are also not
enamoured at the thought of leaving the metropolitan area. For the Minister to twist what
Hon Alannah MacTiernan said into some sont of slight on the people of Kalgoorlie was
quite unnecessary and added nothing to this debate.
Hon N.E. Moore: It wasn't a slight on the people of Kalgoorlie; it was a slight on her
comments.
Hon George Cash: They certainly won't be very happy when they read about it.
Hon MARK NEVILL: I hope my comments are sent up to them.
Hon N.E. Moore: I am sure you will send them up.
Hon MARK NEVILL: Itwill not send them up. I do not do that sort of thing.
Hon E.J. Charlton: I bet you don't send hers.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon MARK NEVILL: The headlines in this morning's newspaper reflect the confusion
in the community about what is going on in the goldfields area. I have learned a few
things today about the proposed site at Mt Jackson. In principle, the majority of
opposition members do not have any problems with a medical veterinary research-type
reactor such as Lucas Heights being shifted to Western Australia. There is nothing
wrong with that, although we must be wary about committing ourselves to the finer
points that surround that issue. There is no objection from the Opposition about the
waste from such a facility being stored or disposed of at a suitable site within the
goldfields. The main concern of the community and of members on this side of the
House is that if such a waste disposal facility - or a dump, as it is affectionately known by
some people - were put in place, it would then be turned into a national research facility
and, later, into an international facility. The Minister talked about a repository for low
level waste. I thought we already had such a repository at Mt Walton where the low level
waste from the mineral sands industry goes.
Hon N.E. Moore: It is a different repository.
Hon MARK NEVILL: I assume, perhaps incorrectly, that this new waste disposal site is
not for low level waste, but for medium and high level waste. The problem lies with the
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conclusions about what this dump means; where it will be: what sont of access will be
given to it; and how it fits in with Mt Walton. This matter has been on the agenda for
three years. Hon Philip Lockyer and the member for Kalgoorlie, Ian Taylor, visited
Lucas Heights some yenr ago. It is about time the community was given more
information about what will happen. Little information has been provided to date. That
is why the uncertainty has occurred. People consider this proposal as the thin end of the
wedge: First it will be a repository for the research reactor then it will become the
repository for medium level waste; then it will become a repository for high level
radioactive waste; and then hard times may come upon the State and we will see a dollar
in reprocessing international waste. Whatever is proposed must be clear and must be in
legislation.
In 1989 the Labor Party reached agreement to set up a waste minimisaion and
management authority. That was something I pushed within the party to look after
landfill sites, sewage disposal and, in particular, waste mininmisation. For example, car
wash plants these days use 10 to 20 per cent of the water they used a few years ago.
Sawrnilling plants have found uses for sawdust in particle boards and so on. Waste
disposal is only half of the equation; the other half is waste minimisation. I envisaged
that authority looking after matters such as incinerators, Mt Walton, and landfill sites.
Hon Peter Foss: Are you talking about the Office of Waste Management?
Hon MARK NEVILL: No, I am talking about my getting agreement within the Labor
Party in 1989 to set up a waste minimisation and management authority to draw together
these issues.
Hon Peter Foss: The Office of Waste Management now has that role.
Hon MARK NEVILL: Yes. The reports from the inquiries that have been conducted
into waste management and recycling stand higher than I do. It would have been useful
for these issues of incineration, disposal and storage to be drawn together, because they
are related.
Hon Peter Foss: They are all with the Office of Waste Management. For instance, my
waste management powers have now gone over to the Minister for the Environment.
Hon MARK NEVILL: Is that for medical waste?
Hon Peter Foss: No, they have now gone to the Office of Waste Management -

The PRESIDENT: QOrder!
Hon MARK NEVILL: I am not familiar with that issue. One of the biggest sources of
radioactive materials in the community is the thousands of monitors in mine treatment
plants. Throughout the metallurgical plants in Leinster, Kambaida or Kalgoorlie can be
found dozens and dozens of monitors that use highly radioactive isotopes, such as cobalt.
Members may recall a few years ago someone repairing one of these monitors in the
workshops. It was thrown into a rubbish bin and crushed with other rubbish, and ended
up in Singapore with a heap of other rubbish, which then came back to Western
Australia. It is now stored underground in one of the declines at Kanibalda. These
devices, which am highly radioactive, measure the density of mineral pulp going through
the mill. Ways and means of storing these sorts of materials are required, rather than
having some underground at Kanibalda and some in a shed at the back of an incinerator
at Welshpool, as occurs with PCBs. They must all be drawn together.
The Minister has tried to misrepresent the Opposition's view on this matter. The
Opposition is concerned that unless the public is well informed about any dump which is
agreed to by this Government, a suspicion will exist that medium to high level waste will
be dumped there eventually.
Hon N.F. Moore: The Government hasn't agreed to anything.
Hon MARK NEVILL: That will then progress to national waste and then perhaps to
international waste.
Hon N.E. Moore: That is scarernongering.
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Hon MARK NEVILL: The Government needs to be crystal clear about what it intends to
do.
Hon N.F. Moone: You can bet it will be.
Hon MARK NEVILL: 1 cannot see the point of having another nuclear waste disposal
facility in the goldfields. A low level facility already exists at Mt Walton. Perhaps the
facilities should all have been put in the one place at the beginning of the process. I
supported a low level nuclear waste facility in the goldfields. The Mt Walton site was
decided later in the piece. In principle, I supported that decision. I did not back away
from it in the electorate, in Parliament or in the Press, and I do not back away from the
potential benefits of a research reactor being built in Kalgoorlie. The short life
radioactive isotopes cannot be flown in from overseas. We need to produce them in
Australia. The Greens talk about cyclotrons and other alternate technology but that is
years away if it will ever be viable.
[Resolved, that debate be continued.]
Hon MARK NEVILL: It is very charitable of the Government to allow me to continue.
The Opposition is concerned and I think the public is concerned about this waste dump
proposal. Except for some comments by Hon Norman Moore, the Government has not
outlined what it intends putting in the goldfields.

Personal Explanation
HON A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (East Metropolitan) [3.32 pm] - by leave: I wish to
correct the Minister's misunderstanding about the position I took on this debate. I did not
at any stage oppose in principle the relocation of a national facility to Western Australia.
I opposed very definitely the establishment of a nuclear dump on a speculative basis. I
went on to outline why I did not believe that the facility would ever be located in
Kcalgoorlie. That was not a general criticism of Kalgoorlie. It related to the very unique
nature of the product concerned. The standard and most frequently produced isotope has
a half life of six to six and a half hours. The facility then should be located near a highly
developed national transport infrastructure. Not many products have a half life of six and
a half hours. It would be totally fallacious for the Governent to claim that that in any
way undermined the attractiveness of Kalgoorlie generally as an industrial area and I did
not suggest it.
I supported the comments made by Mr Lockyer in respect of the nuclear scientists. It is a
matter of objective reality as attested by Mr Lockyer that the scientists have repeatedly
indicated that they are not prepared to move to Kalgoorlie. That is not a reflection on
Kalgoorlie; it is a statement of fact by the scientists. The whole point of the argument.
which appears to be misunderstood by the Minister, is that the Government is
approaching this the wrong way around by speculatively building a reactor. The
Opposition's concern is that such a dump facility that may be built there would not be a
reactor but an excuse would be used to introduce high level waste from overseas.

Point of Order
Hon H.F. MOORE: Standing Order No 87 suggests that no debatable matter shall be
brought forward or debate shall arise from such explanation. I suggest that this member
is entering into a whole new area of debate.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The member knows that and she knows that I know that.
Standing Order No 87 should be used to paint out the areas about which a member had
been misrepresented, not to debate it or raise any new issues. She has about 15 seconds
left.

Debate Resumed
Hon AJ.G. MacTIERNAN: I did not intend to do any more than to point out that the
entire content of my address has been misrepresented.
[Motion lapsed, pursuant to Standing Order No 72.]
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - MINISTER FOR HEALTH
Medical Specialists, Locum Services in Rural Areas

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Health) [3.35 pm) - by leave: I
wish to draw the attention of the House to the report "Proposal for locumn services for
rural specialists within Western Australia". This report was prepared for the WA Centre
for Remote and Rural Medicine and documents die findings and recommendations of an
inquiry into a support system to improve the provision of locum services outside the
metropolitan area. The development of such a system was recommended by Mr Val
Lishman, a surgeon from Bunbury, who was asked by the previous Government to
inquire into country specialist services in Western Australia. When Mr Lishman
presented his report to me in May this year, he identified the provision of locum support
to enable all country specialists to undertake at least one week a year of continuing
education as a critical issue in recruiting specialists to work in rural areas and in retaining
them there. Subsequently, a senior Health Department officer, Dr Darcy Smith, was
seconded to work with the WA Centre for Remote and Rural Medicine to recommend
ways in which such a support system could be developed.
Dr Smith's report showed the demand was there to support the employment of full time
locunms in five specialities. Accordingly, the Government will provide $350 000 to assist
the development of locumn services for medical specialists in rural Western Australia.
The money will be used to fund wravel, accommodation, administration, indemnity of
practitioners and a portion of the salary for a specialist in each of the fields of obstetrics
and gynaecology, surgery, orthopaedics, general medicine and anaesthetics. They will be
employed to provide locumn services across the State for eight months and to work at a
university or hospital for four months. For other specialities the report recommends
seeking retired specialists to relieve for part of the year, keeping a database of specialists
who are available for locums; and loaning senior registrars, who have their fellowships.
from teaching hospitals.
The WA Centre for Remote and Rural Medicine will administer, monitor, assist and
review the arrangements and make whatever changes are necessary to meet the demand
for locums in rural areas. There is a great need for more locum services for rural
specialists and I ant delighted to be able to support recommendations in this report.
Opportunities are very limited for rural specialists to participate in educational activities
and to maintain their skills, given that they are reluctant to leave their patients without
proper alternative care. The inquiry found strong support for a specialist locum service
and a cooperative spirit among rural specialists to establish such a service. This initiative
will therefore provide an important boost to attract and maintain specialists in rural areas.
I seek leave to table the reports by Mr Lishman and Dr Smith.
Leave granted. [See papers Nos 468A and 4688.]
Resolved, that consideration of the statement be made an order of the day for the next
sitting.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - MINISTER FOR HEALTH
Medical Specialist Services, Raumne Report

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Health) [3.37 pmn] - by leave:
Last week, Hon Dr Carmen Lawrence, Federal Minister for Human Services and Health
released the report "A cutting edge: Australia's surgical work force 1994", by Peter
Baume. The report was the result of an inquiry into the supply of. and requirements for,
medical specialist services in Australia. This I1I chapter, 181 page report contains
98 specific recommendations. The report addresses surgical practice, numbers of
surgeons, distribution, selection, training and accreditation of surgeons. The report not
only highlights the problem areas, but also makes a number of specific recommendations.
As can be seen from the reported responses from the Australian Medical Association,
several of these recommendations have caused considerable public debate and discussion
already.
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While not pre-empting the Government's response to this report, it is only fair and proper
that the issues it identifies are addressed by all those affected, especially the patient. The
report has identified important labour force supply issues, equity of access problems,
monopoly control of training difficulties and gender representation imbalances. At the
Australian Health Ministers Advisory Council meeting last week, it was agreed that a
working group, chaired by the WA Health Commissioner, prepare a response for
consideration by Ministers at the April Australian Health Ministers' Council. I will be
seeking responses from the Health Advisory Network, the AMA, the College of
Surgeons, the College of General Practitioners and other groups and individuals.
I now seek leave to table the report and recommend it to members as a report worth
reading and discussing with their electorates.
Leave pranted. [See paper No 469.]
Resolved, that consideration of the statement be made an order of the day for the next
sitting.

ELECTRICITY CORPORATION BILL
GAS CORPORATION HILL

Cognate Debate
On motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the House), resolved -

That leave be pranted for the Bills to be debated cognately through all stages.
Second Reading

Resumed from 26 October.
HON MARK NEVILL (Mining and Pastoral) [3.40 pm]: The Opposition is happy to
debate the two Bills cognately as they have similar provisions and differ only at the
margins. Such debate will save a lot of the time of the House and avoid a lot of
repetition. The Opposition supports the Electricity Corporation and Gas Corporation
Bills although it has some reservations: It is not absolutely confident that the Bills will
achieve what is intended as the future is uncertain in some areas. Certainly, it hopes that
the Bills will successfully achieve the Government's aims, but that may not occur. These
are the first two of four Bills which will eventually come into this House which result
from the dismantling of the State Energy Commission of Western Australia. The other
two Bills are the Energy Coordination Bill and the Energy Corporation (Transitional and
Consequential Provisions) Bill. The background to these changes goes back to April
1992 when the previous Government announced a potential restructure of SECWA. In
June 1992 the then Government announced the appointment of the Energy Board of
Review, chaired by Sir Roderick Carnegie, and comprising Bob Huxtable and Stuart
Hohnen. The board reported in April 1993, two months after the state election by which
the coalition came to power. Before the election the coalition clearly stated that it
wanted to split the gas and electricity function of the State Energy Commission of
Western Austraia; the Australian Labor Party had a similar policy. However, we will
never know whether both sides of politics would have ended up with the same proposal
in this split following all the deliberations and consultation which have occurred.
Obviously, these things evolve. Ideas often change from the starting point to the
implementation of a proposal. Also, many initiatives will take place no matter which
government is in power.
The State Energy Commission could not have been split in the early to mid- 1980s when
we did not have the gas reserves from the North West Shelf gas project which provide the
necessary flexibility. These matters evolve as time progresses. The Minister for
Resources, Hon Colin Barnett, stated in another place that the Energy Board of Review
report was largely behind the reforms adopted by the coalition Government. Although
the proposals in these Bills do not minror the recommendations of the Energy Board of
Review, those recommendations certainly influenced how this split of SECWA has
evolved.
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Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.00 pm
Hon MARK NEVILL: The present State Energy Commission of Western Australia has a
monopoly in the transmission and distribution of gas and also in the generation,
transmission and distribution of electricity. Its other function a: present is to advise the
Government on energy policy. These two Bills will effectively cleave SECWA into two
bodies - an Electricity Corporation and a Gas Corporation. The primary funcion of the
Electricity Corporation, as outlined in the briefing notes and also in the Bill, will be to
create a corporatised electricity entity operating with essential powers vested by the
Energy Corporations (Transitional and Consequential Provisions) Bill. That Bill has yet
to pass through this House. The primary function of the Gas Corporation will be to
create a corporatised gas entity operating also with essential powers vested by the Energy
Corporations (Transitional and Co'nsequential Provisions) Bill. Tne Gas Corporation will
be responsible for the Damnpier to Perth gas pipeline, and for distributing gas in the
metropolitan area and in Geraldton, Albany, Bunbury and Mandurab. There ame plans in
the future, although not in the Bill, to possibly sell off the Damnpier to Perth gas pipeline,
and later in the debate I will outline some of the difficulties that I see with that sale,
particularly in regard to deregulation, because I cannot see that it can ever be deregulated
fully. The idea behind the split of SECWA is to create head to head competition between
gas and electricity. I believe that will occur, particularly in areas where there is major
demand.
Although I must admit that I am not a strong supporter of structural change, the structural
change that the Government wants to bring about to achieve these two corporations is
well warranted. Many Governments and many Ministers have been guilty over the years
of introducing structural change in order to get rid of people or because someone who has
completed an organisation and management unit as part of a commerce degree thinks that
is the way to solve problems. In many cases, the old political maxim "Wben in doubt,
reorganise" is the motive behind some of these reorganisations. The Health Department
has been reorganised on a number of occasions, and it goes through a period of rat
disruption and sometimes ends up worse off and at other times marginally better off. I
argue that very little has been achieved by these reorganisations. Structural change does
have a place, but I draw members' attention to the major reforms that occurred in
Wesezail between 3983 and 1986, when Westrail shed about 3000O employees and
brought in two-man crewing and block trains, all without structural change and
reorganisation. Those initiatives did not come about in the Eastern States until seven or
eight years later. The important factor in changing departments is motivating people, not
structural change. One of the disasters of the farmer Government was the creation of a
department of state development. That department became virtually unproductive for
two years after that structural change. As a member of Parliament, I am very suspicious
about all these reorganisations that we see around the place. As I said in my opening
remarks, the aims of this legislation are laudable, but it has the capacity to run off the
rails, and I will develop that argument later.
One of the main thrusts of these two Bills is the principle of corporatisation which has
been built into these two new trading enterprises. Corporatisation is not new. We have
previously had corporatisation in the State Government Insurance Office and BankWest,
and with that experience and knowledge behind the Government, this process should
perhaps run more smoothly than it has in the past.
The main principles of corporatisation are outlined in the briefing notes provided to the
Opposition by Bill Heron, the executive officer of the energy implementation group, and
Mark Hands, the general counsel for the State Energy Commission of Western Australia.
The first corporatisauion principle is that the Bill must have clear objectives. These
objectives will relate to financial performance targets and will involve reducing
production costs and shedding unproductive functions, which amount to ways of
increasing the productivity of these corporations and ensuring that they are customer
oriented in providing the services required. For many years SECWA has been fairly self-
serving and it is important that these objectives be clearly in the minds of the
management of both the Gas and the Electricity Corporations.
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The second major principle is to give management autonomy and authority. Although
these two Bills purport to give management autonomy and authority, numerous
provisions in the Bill show that the so-called authority will be circumscribed by either the
zrsponsible Minister or the Treasurer. Management autonomy and authority is a concept
a little on the theoretical side and is not as practical as one would imagine after reading
the Minister's second reading speech. I theory, it means the board will have unfettered
freedom to pursue the objectives. Hopefully, it will result in fewer government and
ministerial controls and in the corporations being accountable for operating policies and
performance. A dilemma always arises when it comes to reducing controls. People say
that certain organisations should be given autonomy, but when that occurs problems
often arise; that has been illustrated with the State banks of Victoria and South Australia.
Everyone thought that those banks had competent managements which comprised
respected people in their business communities. However, when they were given too
much autonomy nobody knew what was going on. The dilemma for Governments is how
much autonomy should be given to these organisations. At the end of the day, if they fail
it is the Government and the Minister who wear the responsibility for that failure.
Whoever wears the responsibility should have control over what happens by being able
to veto or direct if that is thought to be necessary. Those sons of powers are included in
this Bill. This Bill includes accountability mechanisms which, when used, will ensure
the public knows.
Another corporatisation principle is accountability for performance. The Opposition has
been told that this will be rigorous. It does not know what form it will take, but there will
be some sort of basis for assessment and performance. Over the past five or six years
SECWA has comfortably met a whole array of targets, including debt and financial
performance. Many people thought that SECWA had reached the peak of its efficiency
five or six years ago. I recall somebody wilfing me at the time that a person had to be an
electrical engineer to be appointed to a clerk's job in SECWA. I do not know whether
that was true and I expect it was an exaggeration. Certainly, SECWA has lifted its game
over the past five or six years and has been impressive in meeting the targets set for it.
Members who have read SECWA's annual reports will be aware of those targets. Also
built into the corporatisation principles are rewards and sanctions which will apply when
performance has or has not been achieved.
Another corporatisation principle is competitive neutrality. The new corporatised bodies
will not have any special competitive advantage. Government guarantees have been
removed and the corporations will be required to pay to the State the same taxes as other
bodies. In addition, they will have to pay to the State all taxes which are in lieu of
commonwealth taxes and local government taxes. I am not sure why local government
taxes should be paid to the State. Surely local government could use those taxes for its
own purposes.
Under the new corporauisation principles the directors of these two corporations will be
subject to the samne directors' duties under Corporations Law; that is, the fiduciary duties
and the general liabilities with which directors of corporations are faced these days.
These provisions are contained in one of the schedules of the Bill.
The briefing notes provide a very good summary of how the corporatisation principles
will apply. The Bill includes the requirement for a strategic development plan to be
produced each year and it will cover a rolling five year period. That plan will include
competitive and pricing strategies, productivity levels, financial capital expenditure and
personal requirements. My recollection is that a draft plan must be given to the Minister
two months before the end of each year. The Minister can direct the corporation if he is
not satisfied with that plan and it is not amended. As I said, one of the corporatisation
principles is to have autonomy and authority. However, throughout the Bill I see an
ability for second guessing by the Minister. I do not cavil with that, but much of this
autonomy is a theoretical concept.
Each financial year a statement of corporate intent must be drawn up which is to include
performance targets, an outline of the objectives and the main undertaking proposed for
that year, the accqunting and dividend policies, the type of information to be given in
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compulsory quarterly and annual reports and the nature of the community service
obligations to be performed. Bills have come through chis place over recent years
increasing statutory levies from, [ think, 3 per cent to 4 per cent. I think two Bills have
each increased the statutory levy by 1 per cent. Much more longer term planning may be
needed for these dividend policies because there is no point in these corporations setting
up strategic development plans if the Government, because it is strapped for cash,
increases the levy on the corporation. They amount to significant amounts of money
which are removed from these corporations. The community service obligations of the
State Electricity Commission of Western Australia are quite significant. I think the
uniform tariff policy across the State is not termed a community service obligation, but a
franchise obligation. I fail to see the difference. Clearly there is a subsidy to power
stations in certain areas where the costs are not recovered and there is some cushion - I
may mention it later - whereby community service obligations, such as pensioner
discounts, can be paid from consolidated revenue or deducted from the dividend or levy
that is paid to the Government. I am not sure how that will occur. However, I suspect at
the end of day they will be absorbed by the two corporations. That is what usually
happens, despite the talk at times of subsidies that are provided by trading enterprises
such as Westrail and SECWA being paid from the consolidated fund. I think the same
will apply to the Gas and Electricity Corporations.
Ministerial approval will be required for certain undertakings. I think this relates to
financial undertakings by the two corporations. Again, the autonomy does not exist. If a
transaction or undertaking exceeds I per cent of the written down value of the assets or
$20m, whichever is greater, prior consultation is required with the Minister concerned
and the Minister's approval is required before those undentakings can be entered into.
I mentioned the tax equivalent payments earlier. The new corporations wI also pay to
the State Government an amount in lieu of all commonwealth taxes, all state taxes and an
amount equal to rates which would otherwise be payable. I flag that issue with the
Minister handling the Bill. What would be the amount of money that local government
would forgo by paying the rates to the State? What real benefit is in that? It will mean
deducting an amount that will be payable for rates then giving it back to the Government.
It is money being itemised and hypothecated.
Hon Max Evans: A terrible word, I think.
Hon MARK NEVJLL: It is sort of hypothecating the shire revenues.
Hon Doug Wenn interjected.
Hon MARX NEVLL: Unfortunately 1 did not have a ticker in today's lotto draw!
I do not see why the rates should not be paid to local government. At the end of the day
if local government is generating revenue from some other source, it is all taken into
account by the Grants Commission and comes out in the wash. They all get a fairly
reasonable share of the funds.
The involvement of the Treasurer in the two corporations is quite significant. The
Minister for Resources Development will approve most of the agreements on behalf of
the State. However, in a number of instances the Treasurer's consent will be required
before the Minister can give his approval or agreement. That involves the approval of the
strategic development plan, the statement of corporate intent, the dividend policy and
payment, the borrowing limits and the issuance of any government guarantees or fees.
This brings me back to the question of autonomy. It is ring fenced, to use an overworked
cliche, by all those checks and balances; and rightly so.
The audit will be the responsibility of the Auditor General, who will provide the external
auditing of the two corporate bodies. I presume they will have internal audits. in the
case of the external audits the Auditor General will have the power to appoint private
auditors to examine the books of these corporations. As I understand it, at the end of the
day the Auditor General must sign off the audit. Quarterly and annual reports will be
required under reporting requirements. The statement of corporate intent will detail
exactly what is to be in the quarterly and annual reports. SECWA has been one of the
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leaders in its manner of annual reporting in this State. In the early 1980s it was way
ahead of any other government department or agency. Certainly the annual report was
very impressive. In recent years many of the other agencies have caught up wit the
standard of the State Energy Commission of Western Australia. Perhaps the Minister
may enlighten me; I know the annual report will be tabled, but I have not seen in the Bill
the requirement for it to be tabled. There is a requirement under the Financial
Administration and Audit Act to table annual reports, but this legislation does not follow
that Act in all respects; in fact, pants of the Act do not apply to this corporation. I would
like to know whether the quarterly reports will be required to be tabled in Parliament.
Members will know the financial statements of Westrail are tabled every three months.
Perhaps if it is not the case, the quarterly reports of these two corporations could be
tabled in Parliament as with other wrading enterprises.
Hon Max Evans: What advantage would you get out of public companies doing that?
There is no advantage. With a public company trading over 12 months for the Stock
Exchange it is important but for the State it is not.
Hon MARK NEVILL: I do not know that members have the time to examine quarterly
reports, bt if I had my choice we would not sit on Wednesdays and then perhaps we
could go through those documents that end up in the little wooden box on the table that
none of us gets the time to peruse. If there is a deteriorating situation in a trading
enterprise, perhaps it is better to see the reports quarterly rather than annually, which
could be up to 15 months after the problem arose. The Minister is probably correct in
saying that it would not be looked at, but the main interest of annual reports is not what
happened last year. If one wants to conduct an inquiry into the Agriculture Protection
Board, one should be able to have the last five or six annual reports, read them and know
exactly what happened in that board over the last five years. If one does not know, then
the reports have not been fulfilling their function.
Hon Max Evans: That is one of the best boards-
Hon MARK NEVILL: Yes. I agree it has been good. However, like everything else there
is room for improvement. I have never been able to work out their Noogoora burr
strategy on the Fitzroy River, so I will reserve my judgment there.
To return to the question of annual reports, if one reads annual reports prior to about
1983 and takes, for example, the Department of Minerals and Energy, one would not
have a clue what the department did but one was told what the mining industry in
Western Australia was doing. That goes for many other government agencies - the
Registrar of Building Societies and those sorts of organisations. The reports are about
three pages thin. The idea of accountability seemed to be in those days to take the
directors of the building society out to lunch once a year. That was the scrutiny of the
building societies and credit unions back in the 1970s and early 1980s.
Hon Max Evans: It was up to 19 August 1987 and Teachers Credit Society collapse.
Hon MARK NEVILL: I do not profess to be an expert. I think that when John Metaxas
took over as registrar of credit unions the Government became alerted to some of the
problems in the Swan Building Society and Teachers Credit Society. The previous
incumbent had been there for some 20 years. I do not want to be too critical of that
person, but perhaps he had been there too long and the scrutiny needed to be changed.
We have had legislation to do that. I am not sure the additional legislative scrutiny is still
preventing those problems from occurring. I have never met John Metaxas, but he
certainly landed in a lot of hot water and was blamed for a lot of the problems of credit
unions and building societies, when in fact he was the person who alerted the
Government to them. He was caught up in the sort of McCarthyism atmosphere of the
time. While some people deserved what they got, a lox of people were caught up in the
whirlwind and had their reputations damaged. If that is done in error it can never be
restored, and it is something I very strongly object to.
The quarterly reports will forn the basis of performance monitoring by the Coordinator
of Energy and the Treasury. The office of Coordinator of Energy is in another Bill,

6564 [COUNCN



[Wednesday. 2 November 1994] 56

which I unfortunately have not been able to examine. I am not sure what is the logic of
handling these two Bills first and not the four together, because they are extremely
interlinked, and in particular the energy corporations powers Bill is intermeshed wit
these two Bills. The Minister holds reserve powers under this legislation-, a general
power to direct the functions of the corporation; and in addition, the express power of
direction in respect of the content of the strategic development plan and any changes to
the plan. He has express power of direction in respect of the content of the statement of
corporate intent and any changes to that, and to the level of dividend payable. Therefore,
the Minister has the guiding position in all the major decisions to be made by these two
corporations.
If the Minister makes a direction to either of the corporations he must table that direction
in Parliament within 14 days of the direction being givcn. II: is interesting to note that
when the Standing Committee on Government Agencies investigated the State
Government Insurance Commission prior to the 1989 election, it brought down a report
which was never mentioned in the Press for some meason. I thought it would have been
quite topical before the 1989 election. One of the recommendations was that ministerial
directives be in writing and documented in the annual report. Much to my disgust, about
four or five months later the Auditor General made the same recommendation in his
report, that all ministerial directives should be in writing, and that made front page
headlines in The West Australian. It was exactly the same recommendation. The
requirement to give ministerial directives in writing was an initiative from a committee of
this House. That provision is included in these two Bills, as it has been included in other
legislation. If any Minister feels strongly enough to direct a board of a corporation, he
must have good reason for doing so and should be prepared to put those reasons in
writing. I have mentioned previously the community service obligations, and the
relationship between Corporations Law and directors' duties.
The other area affected by corporatisation is the market position of these two bodies. I
read from the debate in another place that open access will be given to all suppliers by
July 1997. The Bill contains provision for access by third parties to the assets of the
corporations; that is, access by third parties to the pipeline or high voltage transmission
lines to develop competition. Both corporations must report separately on operational
and financial aspects of those assets, to ensure that access is non-discriminatory and that
they are not used to exclude these bodies from the provisions of the legislation. The
Freedom of Information Act, Parliamentary Commissioner Act and Equal Opportunity
Act will apply to these corporations. I now move to some general issues.
Hon George Cash: Before you do so, you asked whether the Minister had to table the
annual report. The answer is that he is required to do that.
Hon MARK NEVILL: Is there a requirement in the legislation?
Hon George Cash: Under clause 62 he is required to do so within 21 days of its receipt.
Hon MARK NEVIILL: We are told that the debt of SECWA will be roughly split
between the two corporations, with the Electricity Corporation being responsible for $2b
of the debt and the Gas Corporation for $l.5b. That division has not been set as yet, but!I
understand that is the general parameter. It is difficult to understand how that debt will
be serviced under the new regime. In the case of the Gas Corporation, all the big
suppliers in the market will buy gas directly from the suppliers. They will pay a
transmission fee and will receive the gas. SECWA will be excluded from any benefit
firnm those contracts, other than the funds it receives for the transmission of the gas.
Taking out the major gas suppliers, means SECWA must rely on the smaller businesses
and domestic consumers to service that debt of $1.5b. That will be much more difficult
to do on a smaller base. Under the disaggregation of this take or pay contract, I
understand the commitment of Alcoa of Australia Ltd has been removed from the
Government's liabilities, and it is left with approximately 200 terajoules of gas to Sell.
However, it must sell that gas at the smaller end of the market and, at the same time,
service this debt.
I do not understand how this area can be deregulated at present because if, in two or three
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years' dine, the gas pipeline were sold, that body would operate the pipeline and receive
its income from tran smission costs. SECWA would be selling gas and making a profit on
the gas it sold. It certainly does not produce gas, although it has a large inventory that
has been paid for. A provision must be written into the legislation to prevent someone
from building another pipeline to Perth. The current Dampier to Perth gas pipeline
entails a debt of approximately $1 200m, which was the cost of building it a decade ago.
I understand the cost of building a pipeline from Damnpier to Perth these days is in the
order of $500m. How can the Government deregulate the gas system and service the
debt it has, without putting a veto on anyone else building a gas pipeline? In a truly
competitive situation a third party, such as Australian Gas Light Co, could build a
pipeline from Damnpier to Perth for $500m, and completely undercut SECWA or the new
owner of this pipeline. Although I acknowledge some efficiencies will be achieved in the
separation of these bodies, I do not clearly understand how the Government will generate
the income required to service this debt. Basically, it locks domestic and smaller
business consumers into current prices, at least until the turn of the century. I cannot
envisage any significant reductions for smaller consumers in the next 10 years. If
anything goes wrung, and if that debt accumulates because of higher interest rates or
other competitive factors the Government is putting into the system, domestic and
smaller business consumers will foot the additional cost. The Government's aims are
laudable, but I am not convinced they will work out as planned. I certainly hope this
discussion works out for the benefit of the State.
One thing seems very clear to me: Domestic consumers and the small business
consumers will not get cheap gas out of the splitting of SECWA and the disaggregation.
The big bulk customers will benefit; there is no doubt about that. When we are looking
at elections down the track, we cannot afford to have domestic consumers' bills going up
and the commercial and industrial consumers' bills going down. People get very irate
when they see that sort of thing. There has been a cross-subsidy in electricity tariffs, in
particular, from commercial users to domestic users in past years. Another point to
remember is that in this debt process, the same applies to the Electricity Corporation: It
has to reduce its debt of $2b at a time when private gas sales will be competing with it in
places such as Kalgoorlie and possibly Perth, if gas fields are found in the northern Perth
basin or the southern Perth basin. There could be benefits where gas will replace
expensive electricity in some areas that operate with diesel power stations; however,
generally they are not large consumers of electricity. In the Pilbara we could see gas
reducing the SEC's load. I am not sure whether SECWA makes a profit on its operations
in the Pilbara.
Hon George Cash: I understand it does in some areas; however, I will check.
Hon MARK NEVILL: If it does, it could suffer. With that competition involving the
bigger customers, it will still be required, as part of its franchise, to have a uniform tariff
across the State. That means subsidising power in all of the State, from Wyndham
through to Esperance and Eucla, which will be quite a burden on SECWA. The uniform
tariff policy is one I Support for domestic and small industrial users; it is not one that we
can support for large industrial users. We could not expect the Electricity Corporation to
sell power at a uniform rate to a major industrial development in Esperance when it is off
the grid. There must be some qualifications about how far that would go.
The energy economy in Western Australia has evolved to the stage where today we can
undertake this splitting of SEC WA. It is not something that has just been thought of;, it is
a process that probably could not have occurred five years ago. Over the past 10 years,
under the direction and goals of the previous Government - this is what politicians like to
do; it is absolutely phoney - we discovered large resources in the North West Shelf. That
had nothing to do with the Government. It was basically private enterprise working
under a regime that has been around for 20 years.
Hon Doug Wenn: We encouraged them.
Hon MARK NEVILL: We did not discourage them.
Hon B.K Donaldson: At the moment there is greater invester confidence in the State.
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Hon MARK NEVILL: I do not think anything has changed in respect of petroleum and
gas even -

Hon B.K. Donaldson: It is a very progressive, stable Government.
Hon MARK NEVILL: Politicians Jove claiming credit for mines and different projects,
when many of these things will happen so long as the regime is in place.
Hon Tom Helm: The coalition put the gas there in the hope that it could win the election!
Hon MARK NEVILL:- Maybe it is piping it the other way. Over the past decade or so
large gas reserves have been proved up. At one stage I could remember all of the fields,
but now there are too many to remember them all. They include Goodwyn, Griffin,
Roller, Skate, Saladin, Tubridgi, Macedon, East Spar, WAPET deep water exploration
areas, and a whole host of others in the Pilbara. We have the resources now.
Hon B.K. Donaldson interjected.
Hon MARK NEVILL: It is an oilfield and is closer to Indonesia than it is to Western
Australia. I am making the point that there is enough gas to allow competition. In the
early days the Government was keen to tie up the North West Gas Shelf for the domestic
requirements because the reserves were not known in other parts of the State. The
Dongara gas field had a limited life. The reserves which have been proved up over the
past 10 years have allowed the competition we are seeing today. It is allowing the new
opportunities such as the expansion of the Pilbara energy project pipeline from Dampier
to Port Hedland. The goldfields gas pipeline is also providing opportunities. With this
extra gas that is available, there are real prospects of a hot briquette iron facility at Port
fledland and the Kingstreamn project at Geraidton. There is also the Compact Steel
project at Roclciugham, but in my opinion that runs a long last behind the other two in the
present stakes.
Another factor which has affected the development of gas is that the large inventory of
gas that the State Energy Commission of WA has had underground in the North West
Shelf under the take or pay contract has always been a threat to anyone who commences
a small gas operation. That gas could be dumped on the market and could jeopardise the
long tenn prospects of a company which wanted to go into the gas development area.
SEC WA's North West Shelf inventory has already been paid for. Basically all it needs to
recover is its transmission costs and whatever else it wants to take above that as a
surplus.
The disaggregation of the North West Shelf gas contract started three years ago. There
was great reluctance on the part of both SECWA and the shelf companies to change that.
That disaggregation has only come about in recent months. That has also allowed
competition to take place in the Pilbara.

[Questions without notice taken.]
Hon MARK NEVILL: I reiterate that the Opposition supports this legislation. We are
uncertain about whether the Government's aims will be achieved. We see little prospect
of the disaggregation of the North West Shelf take or pay gas contracts being of any
benefit to small producers and consumers before the end of the decade. In fact, if the
debt for the Gas Corporation gets out of hand, it could result in significant increases in
gas prices to those two important sectors. One thing we are certain about is that those
two sectors of the community will not be the beneficiaries of cheap gas with the
separation of the SEC into two corporations.
The second point I would likec to make is that we cannot see how there can be a
deregulated gas system when there is little likelihood of a privatised Damupier to Perth gas
pipeline making a profit unless a competitor is precluded from building another pipeline
to Perth, because the capital costs of a new pipeline would be half the cost of the
outstanding debt on the current pipeline. The Gas Corporation or a privatised body will
need protection of some form to make a profit out of the Dampier to Perth pipeline.
Again we see little prospect of small industrial users or domestic users getting cheaper
gas from this division of SECWA or of fewer people servicing the existing debt, which
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could increase. What is to be the fate of the current inventory of gas on the North West
Shelf which is owned by SECWA? I notice in the energy Bills a clause about
trasferring the assets and liabilities to the Gas Corporation and a clause relating to
unallocated assets. That is a rather large asset and it would be interesting to know how
that asset will be divided and whether it parallels the division of the debt.
Hon Kim Chance and Hon Torn Stephens will be spealking on this Bill. Both are
members of the Standing Committee on Government Agencies and they will be seeking
to refer this Bill to that committee for further consideration. I wiUl leave it to them to
elaborate on the need for that. The Opposition supports the Bills.
HON L.A. SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [5.40 pmjI: I have some deep concerns about
aspects of these Bills. I must confess that I have not had time to gain a deep
understanding of the measures, but my understanding is that the restructure will result in
a situation similar to that found in other States where private suppliers of electricity are
able to market in competition with each other on the same grid. Anyone who watched
the "Four Corners" program on Monday last would be aware that greenhouse gases are
having a very dangerous impact. When many groups are competitively trying to make
people increase the use of electricity, this increases electricity production and greenhouse
gas emission.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot. It depends upon how you produce the electricity.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: T7his legislation has not considered that aspect. We are in a very
serious position in Western Australia, as the Minister for Energy has admitted, in that in
no way will Western Australia meet its greenhouse gas emission reduction targets. In
fact, we are failing miserably. I have asked a number of questions regarding the
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, and the answers I have received claim it is
difficult using the monitoring methods available to give an accurate figure. However, I
am aware that the emissions have increased, The answers provided are misleading. I
have spoken to a number of people involved in the study, and they told me that the
greenhouse gas emissions have inareased by 30 per cent in five years in this State. That
is a disgraceful effort.
I do not blame one Government or the other for this state of affairs. However, the current
Government has opted for a major coal fired power station in this State despite the fact
that it will be more expensive in energy production and will produce more greenhouse
gas emissions than the alternatives. Everyone in this State knows that the decision
regarding this power station was purely political.
Hon Mark Nevill: You can count me out of that - not everyone knew that.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: I hope I am incorrect, but I understand that the Minister for Energy -
the responsible Minister in this House can correct me - has told the people of Collie they
can expect another power station of the same size to be built in that area.
Hon Doug Wenn: When did they say that?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Some time ago- I do not know whether it is correct.
Hon Doug Weun: It is nor.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: It would be an absolute disaster for this State to go down that path.
The real cost of electricity produced by that power station will be more expensive than
that produced by a gas fired power station. In fact, as I have said before in this House,
the Kwinana A and C power stations could produce another 260 MW of power if they
were tured over to gas right now. These stations do not have scmubbers on their
chimneys, and are currently using coal. This is causing increased respiratory diseases
among people in this State. The Government is making decisions on purely political
grounds which are having dangerous health effects on the population.
Little in this Bill would encourage a demand size management policy being adopted by
the Government. We often hear talk about energy efficiency and other motherhood
statements, yet the Government does nothing about it.
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Hon Peter Foss: That is nonsense We made a decision to award a contract for Northam
Hospital on the basis of the total life of the hospital and the costs involved, particularly
considering the consumption of energy.
Hon J.A. S COTT: I am pleased to hear that this is the start of a new direction.
Hon Peter Foss: It is our policy to make all our decisions on that basis.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: The Minister must admit that very little has been done regarding
demand size management in this State.
Hon Peter Foss:, As a department we are about to put through a total policy on exactly
that matter.
Hon LA. SCOTT: The Minister has nor yet done so. The private sector must be
encouraged to take up this policy as well. Jr is old news that Australia's production cost
per unit of energy is very poor when compared with countries such as Japan.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: Which has nuclear power.
Hon J.A. SCOTT; The member is right. However, the cost relates more to demand size
management.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: They have over 40 nuclear power plants.
Hon I.A. SCOTT: They are very unfortunate in that regard. We do not have nuclear
power stations in this State, and I certainly hope we do not in the future.
We should consider not the production side, but more the demand. Legislation must be
slanted more towards reduced waste of this resource through more economical use. It is
all very well to promote mining operations so that resources are used quickly, as this is
good for the economy in the short term. However, it is no comfort for Ministers like
Hon Peter Foss who must pay for more patients in his hospitals because of the increased
pollution levels produced through increased energy production.
The Bills are disappointing. I am pleased to hear that the Minister for Health has
indicated that a Bill is being drafted relating to demand size management, but I presume
that this project will not apply to the private sector.
Hon I.D. MacLean: What are your alternatives?
ion George Cash: Bicycle power!
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Although the Bills have some good aspects, they are lacking in many
areas- Many companies operating in competition to sell electricity, rather than selling a
service, is a great mistake. The State of California in the United States of America has
increased its efficiency above that of its neighbouring states through its energy policy,
and that has resulted in a far healthier economy in that state. The biggest electricity
supplier in that stare makes more money out of energy saving than it does from energy
production. I look forward to the day when the Government in this State adopts a
forward looking approach like that found in California.
Hon George Cash: Is it not true that California has a few nuclear power stations?
HON DOUG WENN (South West) [5.49 pm]: Like Hon Mark Nevill, I support the
Bill with some reservations in relation to the second reading speech. When visiting
California we saw the situation in that state which had split the two units of its energy
production. That was not a bad idea. However, California had some problems in
establishing its overall unit when it first made the split with gas and electricity. In time,
agreement has been reached in that stare. As Hon Jim Scott said, the system is working
well, even though many people are making big profits from it by feeding into the grid in
competition with other power suppliers.
I am concerned that the splitting of SEC WA into the two new corporations will be taken
as an opportunity to reduce the work force. In answer to a question asked of him tonight
we heard the Minister for Transport say that more workers in the Main Roads
Department will be offered redundancy packages, and in the past we have seen a number
of job losses in the Department of Transport through natural attrition. I hope that will not
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be the case here. I am also concerned that contractors may be used to service die network
and also to install the power lines and gas pipelines. We have heard tonight that there
will be improved access to the Damipier to Bunbury high pressure gas pipeline, but we
have not been told whether that task will be given to contractors. The southern extension
of die Mitchell Freeway was built by contractors, and the way in which that construction
contract was handled is an absolute disgrace.
Hon Jin Scott referred to pollution. A major contributor to the pollution in this city is
vehicle emissions. We need to look seriously at the flow of traffic in this city, because in
certain cases the word 'freeway" is used too freely. Our traffic does not flow, and chat is
creating grave problems for us because the exhaust fumes from those vehicles contribute
to the smog.
Hon Derrick Tomlinson: There will not be any diminution in pollution if traffic does
flow freely; it is the volume of traffic.
Hon DOUG WENN: I am pleased to see that a bus station is being built half way down
the new freeway, because that will encourage people to use buses.
Another problem is urban sprawl, which is even starting to happen now in Bunbury.
Everyone says that it is okay for people to build further and further out of the city, but
facilities such as gas, electricity, water, sewerage and drainage need to be provided, and
we will get to die stage where the major departments responsible wI not be able to
handle that increasing urban sprawl and we will have to think more seriously about the
way in which we develop our cities and country centres. Will contractors be used to
construct those powerlines and gas pipelines?
The Minister states in his second reading speech that -

Increased accountability for performance by government trading enterprise boards
and managers must accompany increased autonomy and authority.
Accountability provisions in relation to government trading enterprises will be
rigorous and will be used as a basis for assessment of performance.

I would like the Minister to indicate whether that assessment of performance will be for
the hierarchy only or for all the people on the job. If the latter is the case, I would like to
see a higher level of assessment for contractors if they provide those facilities. Had we
required a higher level of performance from the contractor who built the freeway
extension, we would not be experiencing the problems that we have at present.
I imagine that die managers of the two new corporations will be on a fairly high salary,
one which would makce our salaries, about which the public continues to grizzle, look like
petty cash. The second reading speech states -

Effective performance monitoring will ensure the Government is aware of good
or bad performance. It will also enable suitable rewards to be granted or
sanctions to be imposed.

What does the Minister mean by "suitable rewards"? If the corporations run true to form,
the management will get the pats on the back and the suitable rewards, yet the people in
the field, not the decision makers who sit in high rise offices and are paid high salaries,
are the ones who confront the public and whose faces are seen. I would like to see some
commitment from the Minister that die rewards will continue down the line to die people
who dig the ditches.
The Bill does not mention research into future sources of power. Hon Jim Scott
mentioned the proposed coal fired power station. The only problem I have with that is
that it should have been a 600 megawatt coal fired power station because that would meet
the State's needs for some time, it would give the two new corporations a backup supply
of power so that they would not have to look to private enterprise for any extra power for
the network, and it would give the two new corporations a period of grace to be able to
put their act together.
The former Government set in train quality assurance programs for companies which win
state contracts. I know a few of the people in the south west who are involved in that
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program, It is quite expensive for them, because they have to travel to seminars and they
have had to switch to a computerised system. I hope that program will be enhanced and
that the stringent rules of that program will apply to any company which tenders to
provide additional power for the gid.
The second reading speech states -

This Bill requires the corporation to prepare a strategic development plan
covering a rolling five year period.

I have always believed that one of the problems we face as members of Parliament is that
rather than plan for the long term, such as for 20 years down the track, we plan for the
short term or, if one wants to be cynical, from election to election. Will the Minister give
an undertaking that the plan will he ongoing? I understand that the five year plan is for
the immediate service.

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 730 pm
Hon DOUG WEWN: I referred to the splitting of the State Energy Commission of
Western Australia into separate gas and electricity utilities. However, I am concerned
that this exercise will result in a number of redundancies and 1 ask the Minister to give an
undertaking that that will not be the case. The existing employees of SECWA have the
expertise that will be required by the two new utilities. The hierarchy of the two
corporations will be on big wages and the reward system to which I referred would
encompass all employees, from the top to the lowest positions in the organisations.
A feature of nearly every Bill which has come before this House recently, including the
Taxi Bill and the fisheries Bills, is that the final say rests with the Minister. I am very
concerned about that because if the Minister were wrongly advised he or she could make
the wrong decision. I ask members to keep in mind at all times that they make the laws;
therefore, they should be responsible for them and it should not be left to one person to
enforce them. Unfortunately, the Opposition does not have the numbers in this place to
amend these Bills in that respect.
The Minister's second reading speech states that the quarterly and annual reports must be
made available to the Minister for Energy. Hon Mark Nevill said that the annual reports
should be tabled in this Parliament, and I agree with him. I know that many reports are
tabled in this place and they end up in the box on the Table of the House and are
available to any member who wishes to read them. Many members do not take
advantage of that service, but Mark Nevill is very diligent and he reads and understands
them and is able to report on them in a very thorough way. I ask the Minister to give an
undertalking that the annual and quarterly reports of these corporations will be tabled in
this House.
Hon George Cash: Clause 62 of t Electricity Corporation Bill provides that the annual
report shall be tabled within 21 days of its being received by the Minister. The quarterly
reports are progress reports on t way to the annual report.
Hon DOUG WENN: I would still like the quarterly reports tabled in this House because
of the complexity and the size of the proposed Electricity and Gas Corporations. The
new corporations will be huge, but the Electricity Corporation will outgrow the Gas
Corporation because not everyone uses gas, but everyone uses electricity. I understand
that under the Financial Administration and Audit Act certain accounting procedures
would be undertaken by the Auditor General and his report would be presented to this
House, but that process would not be as thorough as the process of quarterly and annual
reports being tabled in this House.
Hon Phil Lockyer is in a similar position to me because many powerhouses in the north
west of this State have been privatised, but basically most of the energy in this State is
provided by organisations within my electorate.
Hon TOG. Butler: It does not rest with Mr Lockyer?
Hon DOUG WVENN: Maybe not. I refer to the point made by Hon Mark Nevill about the
break up of SECWA into two utilities. It is common knowledge among the general
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public that the electricity operation of SECWA has been carrying the gas debt for many
years because of the initial outlay for the pipeline. The financial breakdown amounts to a
debt of $1.5b for the Gas Corporation and $2b for the Electricity Corporation. I am not
sure whether I agree that is appropriate, because I anm concerned it will become a burden
on the avenage person in suburban areas. The fact that the urban sprawl is increasing
reinforces my apprehension. Not everyone has gas.
Several members interjected.
Hon DOUG WENN: Everyone can have wind, but not necessarily use gas fom the north
west!
Hon T.G. Butler: That depends on where it comes from!
Hon DOUG WENN: A great debate took place in this place one night about pills for
sheep that would slow down gas emissions and, consequently, the greenhouse effect! We
all got very heavily into the subject, specially when we were laughing!
As I was about to say in the modemn era in which we Jive not too many devices in
people's homes can be used without electricity. However, very few appliances are
fuelled by gas other than heating and cooking appliances. The Minister might explain to
me whether there are any real concerns with the debt distribution because I have concerns
about the breakdown. As Hon Mark Nevill said, we can sell to private enterprise 'the gas
pipeline and thereby eliminate most of the debt, although it will not go all the way
towards eradicating the financial burden.
Most of my concerns were handled by Hon Mark Nevill. I am sure chat when we deal
with the specific clauses in Committee other concerns will arise.
HON TOM HELM (Mining and Pastoral) [7.42 pm]: I too support the Bill, although I
have some reservations regarding its direction and how it will bring about cheaper power
within this State. I have carefully read the speeches made in the other place and the
second reading speech of the Minister who introduced the Bill in this place. It is difficult
to understand how the splitting of SECWA into an electricity utility and a gas utility will
help reduce consumer costs. During this debate I will point out some of the areas where I
think the ordinary consumer may be faced with higher power bills than is the case now.
A fundamental requirement behind the splitting of SECWA is the ability to spread the
load on the debt that has been accumulated of, I think, $3.5b. The Electricity
Corporation will carry $2b debt and the Gas Corporation will carry $I.5b. We are
saddling those authorities with an enormous load before the two corporations have a
chance to find their feet. As I said, I support the concept of the split, particularly if its
aim is to bring about a more efficient power service in this State and a reduction in the
cost of power to the consumers. However, as I said, I am a little worried that some
aspects of the Bill will see the ordinary householder paying for the massive debts that
have been accumulated. I do not argue chat those debts were not accumulated out of
necessity. Nonetheless, it seems as though it may be an exercise in socialising the debts
of capital and privatising the profits. I am not too sure that what has been presented to us
in this legislation will not take us down that path.
I will first address how the split will affect downstream processing, particularly in the
Pilbama. This Government should be congratulated for helping to progress the gas
pipeline from Dampier to Port Hedland and the building of the power station there, which
is an appropriate move. We must give credit where credit is due and in this case the State
Government has helped to progress the pipeline. Some delay occurred which we did not
necessarily understand. However, we are getting both a pipeline and a power station at
Port Hedland.
I refer members to the widely acclaimed and well regarded Pilbara 21 study put together
under the chairmanship of Larry Graham, the member for Pilbara, who addressed the cost
of power in the Pilbara and its ability to allow us to downstream process some of the
minerals mined in the north west. I refer members to section 8.1 of that study on the
objectives of the energy program and how we should work cowards reducing those costs
so that we can encourage downstream processing. There is a suggestion that this step
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taken by this administration was recommended through the advice of the Carnegie report
into the Pilbara 21 Draft Strategy Report. Its recommended strategies read -

1. Establish an independent Pilbara Electricity and Gas Authority, main
functions of which would be:
- the operation and extension of the electricity and gas transmission

systems in the regions
- entering into contracts with the owners of private transmission

lines to acquire transmission capacity to enable it to supply areas
covered by private transmission lines

2. Negotiate new agreements with oil and gas producers
3. Extension of the Pilbara power grid

4. Extension of the Pilbara gas grid
5. Promote investigations into and the use of alternative, renewable energy

sources suitable for the region.
In the debate in the other place the Minister, Mr Colin Barnett, said he would take on
board the proposition that it might be useful if those people who, through their own solar
or wind powered system or whatever on their property, had the ability to do so. put any
residue power into the grid at a price to be agreed with the electricity or gas authorities.
T7hat is a good idea and it shows some imagination. The Minister said he would see
whether that proposition was feasible.
The splitting of SECWA gives us an opportunity to consider the situation in a different
light and takes away some of the criticism that has been aimed at SECWA over the years.
It has been accused of being a big bureaucracy which got fat and lazy and did not deliver
to the Stare the services for which it was responsible. This is the kind of shake up that
was needed. From the information available to us through the second reading speech, the
splitting of the authority can take us down one of two paths; that is, to follow the English
experience -

Hon P.R. Lightfoot: The British experience.
Hon TOM HELM: That is right. I thank Hon Ross Lightfoot, who should know these
things, for that advice.
The British experience is that the cost to the consumer of power has substantially
increased with privatisation. It has really been something of a disaster and has nor been
as well thought out as this, although I take on board the fact that the Minister has
promoted this idea nor as privatisation but as corporatisation. It is a new concept in this
State and one which deserves to be given a go. That is the Labor Party's view of this
matter. Many aspects of the delivery of power in this State have not been explored to the
extent they need to be. The State Energy Commission of Western Australia has been one
of the most conservative of government organisations. In the 14 years I have been in
Australia the evidence given to me and what I have seen is that SECWA has been a
power unto itself. Some of the things it has done were more to help its organisation than
the people it was supposed to help. Hopefully this exercise will take us down the track of
making it more responsive to the needs of the people of Western Australia.
I should not continue much further until I remind the House that the energy we are
talking about is for the most part generated in the north west by the North West Shelf gas
project and ancillary gas projects based on the continental North West Shelf at Barrow
Island, Thevenard and up to the coast off Broome. If one looks at where the wells are,
one sees the whole of that mineral wealth is from the North West Shelf. This is not a
criticism of this Administration but a problem that has been with us for a while: The cost
of energy in the Pilbara and the north west has remained as high as that in Perth in spite
of the fact the pipeline extends a thousand miles from Dampier to Perth and then
continues to Bunbury. The energy is on our doorstep, and yet we are paying and have
paid the same price for that energy as the people in Perth. That seems to laugh in the face
of the philosophy that says downstream processing will be the saviour of our State.
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It rook a long time to drag the people on the other side of the House into acknowledging
that we could not continue to live off the sheep's back, by mining, agriculture and
pastoral activities alone, but that we had to move into the twentieth century and develop
value-adding processes for our minerals that the Japanese and South East Asians are so
good at doing and with whom we have a ready built market. The hollow argument put
forward that we have a small population base and therefore cannot develop a useful
industrial base is exactly that - hollow. Our near neighbours have a population base that
demands we downstream process our base minerals. The ability to tap into the power
and energy available should have been pushed in the north west, and particularly the
Pilbara region, where major iron ore, metal and mineral resources are available. Some
imagination, which has been sadly lacking on the other side of the House, will allow the
use of the power to be kept in the north west. On the one hand, everyone thought that the
resource found by Woodside and the exploration organisations associated with it was the
only gas resource we had. We have found out that there are a number of pockets of gas,
distillates and oil that should be and are being exploited.
A Labor Government made it an offence to flare off gas. The target oil was the Arabian
light to be found in the Barrow Island wells, and as the gas was a by-product of that it
was flared off. It was a crime and a waste of energy. That gas is now being tapped and
piped into the main pipeline, brought down to Perth and used as the resource it is. It was
a sin that because Arabian light was being pumped out of the wells around Barrow Island
by Western Australian Petroleum Pty Ltd, natural gas was put back in the wells to agitate
oil in order to get more out. The natural gas that we are now buying by the kilojoule was
pumped back into the well to pump more oil, which was the target mineral bringing in
the most money. It is good that it has been stopped. Itis beginning to seep through to
everybody that resources are finite and the ability to pump gas and oil out of the ground
is limited; that we will have to use it more effectively and not waste the amount we have
in the past and continue to do. I hope this is a signal from the State of Western Australia
to the rest of the world that we can lead the way in using energy resources more
efficiently and effectively.
A danger is that this Bill has within it some of the echoes of the so-called WA Inc years.
I say that because of the points raised by Hon Doug Wenn and Hon Mark Nevill about
accountancy procedures. The danger is that we could find Ministers in this place and in
another place answering questions put to them by this side of the House by using the term
'commercial confidentiality'. I did not spend much time in the lower House during the
Labor Government, and I do not now, but I am aware of the number of times in this
House when there were such rows and you, Mr President, had to call order. Members
who were on this side of the Chamber who are now the Government objected like mad to
the fact that Ministers used the term "commercial confidentiality" and refused to answer
a particularly pointed question. The royal commission was concerned about this, made
justifiable recommendations and said1 "It is really nor good enough. If you on behalf of
the taxpayers of this State are going into a commercial venture and if you are to have
some say over how our resources are exploited, you really are accountable to the
taxpayers through their representatives." The people on this side of the Chamber then
had a legitimate argument. We would raise some of the same questions, probably more
pointedly. In the Caucus room we would raise the same sorts of issues and concerns and
receive the same sorts of answers; that is, because there was a competitive element in
how those services were delivered, wherever they might be, it was recognised that
ministerial responsibilities could be sidestepped by the use of the term "commercial
confidentiality'. My worry is that even though these enterprises have to table their
annual reports, even though we will be made aware of their five year corporate plans, and
even though there will be accountability steps in how they are delivering their services by
the provision of the reports tabled in Parliament, there is no requirement in this Bill for
even the Minister to be made aware of the various negotiations and discussions that take
place. We do nor know how the commercial aspects of these resources will be exploited
on behalf of the State. That is a matter for concern.
Hon George Cash: I refer you to clause 71, which provides that the Minister is required
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to be provided with information. It sets out the considerable information the Minister is
entitled to. Clause 72 provides that the Minister must be kept informed about the
activities of the organisation. The Minister has the right to ask any questions he wants.
Hon TOM HELM: I understand he certainly has the right to ask, but he may not
necessarily have the right to obtain the answers, because of the autonomy provisions.
Hon George Cash: It is written in such a way that the Minister is entitled to have that
infonmation.
Hon TOM HELM: Is he entitled to give it to the House?
Hon George Cash: The Minister is responsible to the House.
Hon TOM HELM: I will be interested to hear the Leader of the House expand on chat in
his response to the second reading debate. In the second reading speech the Minister said
that die first of the two important principles to guide the development of a more
competitive and accountable energy industry in Western Australia was the introduction
of head to head price competition between gas and electricity, through the splitting of the
State Energy Commission of Western Australia into separate gas and electricity utilities.
The second was the transference of the policy and regulatory functions of the SEC to an
independent government agency. That perhaps may strike a headline that will illustrate
some of my concerns. Reference is also made in the second reading speech on the
Electricity Corporation to the clauity of objectives, which is a principle that must be
followed to achieve the benefits available from corporatisation. In other words, the
corporation will be responsible for running a profitable enterprise, while at the same time
delivering the power at a reasonable cost. The corporation must make sure there is a
return on the capital already expended and also deliver energy at an affordable price, or
less than the existing price. Reference is made in the second reading speech to people
who use large amounts of energy, whether gas or electricity, being given certain
discounts.
The ordinary person in the street who does not understand economics - I count myself in
that category - will wonder how the corporation will be able to deliver energy to
consumers at a reasonable cost, while retaining the profitability of the enterprise, given
that one corporation will inherit a debt of $2b, and the other a debt of $1 .5b. I have read
the record of debates in another place, and it is a mystery to me how that will happen.
Perhaps the Leader of the House will explain that more clearly in his response. The
Leader of the House by interjection said that the Minister has an obligation to ask
questions and inform himself or herself of the progress of the enterprise. He also said
information would be made available to this Parliament. That is a reasonable situation
and that is how it should be, but I wonder how it will be possible, when the Government
is diversifying a huge conglomerate and will remove two of the major components of its
current structure. The Government is encouraging the gas supply sector and the
electricity supply sector to be in head to head competition. My understanding of
commercial interests is that the way to improve one's service is to deliver goods at a
better price and in a better way than one's competitors. Sometimes, it is necessary to get
a jump on the competition. That being the case, the autonomy given to these two
corporations will be restricted because of the accountability provisions. In order to avoid
the mistakes made during the WA Inc years, a hands on, ongoing procedure is necessary
to keep pace with the direction of the organisation and to ensure that no inappropriate
capital or other investments are made. In order words, it is necessary to avoid situations
similar to that which occurred in the past when Griffin Coal Mining Co Pty Ltd produced
a cheque that was traced back to Rorhwells Ltd. Perhaps the Minister will explain this
provision in more detail and illustrate how this situation can be avoided in future. On the
face of it, it appears difficult.
Hon George Cash: Clause 71 provides that the Minister is entitled to access to
information. Clause 72 provides that the Minister shall be kept informed. The Minister
also has an obligation to inform the Parliament. One of the failings in the past is that the
Ministers, for reasons best known to themselves, decided not to inform the Parliament
even though they had the information.
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Hon TOM HELM: Perhaps the Leader of the House will go through that in more detail
in his response. It was also stated in the second reading speech that -

Although the corporation is committed to providing essential services to the
public, the integrity of the functions and powers provisions is maintained by
requiring the corporation to seek the Minister for Energy's approval before it
commits to any transaction or undertaking exceeding in value I per cent of the
written down value of its assets, or $20mi, whichever is greater.

I recall that one of die major accusations against the last Administration was related to
the $15m forward on-buying of coal from Griffin Coal, which was used to support
Rothwells Ltd. Of course, these two new corporations will be accountable, but with 1 per
cent or $20mn to play around with the mistakes of the past could be repeated. That
amount may not sound much compared with the debts of $2b and $l.5b, but the ordinary
man or woman in the street will be confused about the logic of recognising that the
previous procedures were wrong, yet agreeing to legislation that will allow it to happen
again. I am prepared to listen to an argument in favour of the need for this provision, and
I would be less than honest if I said that I opposed corporatisation per se. However, I
believe the natural resources of the State should remain within the State. To a large
extent we are trying to get the best of both worlds. This Government is aiming for
control of these resources but, given the utilities that will be responsible for those
resources, some autonomy is necessary to enable them to exploit them. In doing that, it
will leave itself open to that accusation. At the appropriate time I hope the Minister will
be able to respond to this issue.
The second reading speech of the Electricity Corporation Bill refers to management
autonomy and authority, and we cannot argue with that principle. No matter who they
are, if workers are not given some opportunity to put forward their views to management
about how the enterprise should operate, the organisation will not Let the best out of its
workers. That parr of the speech states -

It is accepted that a good manager's performance will be improved if the
manager, given normal commercial constraints, can make key decisions
concerning resource use. The directors and chief executive must be given
authority and flexibility to manage the government trading enterprise's activities,
subjet to die usual business restrictions.

That does not mean political restrictions. It goes on -

Granting boards and executives the necessary freedom to manage government
trading enterprises must also be accompanied by a reduction in detailed external
controls. External controls should relate only to major strategic issues and not
cover detailed operational issues.

It is also suggested that a detailed operational issue would be to the value of I per cent of
dhe written down value or $20m, whichever is the greater.
Hon George Cash: That is not necessarily the case. If it is more than $20m or more than
1 per cent of the written down value of the assets, the corporation is required to get the
Minister's approval. There is a big difference in getting his approval and keeping
someone informed.
Hon TOM HELM: Even if the amount is less, the Minister must be informed.
Hon George Cash: He is to produce reports every 12 weeks; that is, quarterly reports.
The annual report must be tabled in the Parliament.
Hon TOM HELM: As I said, I am looking for answers. I know what has gone on in the
past. We have known for a number of years that SECWA was not doing the job it was
supposed to be doing. No action has been taken on a number of reviews that have been
conducted, including the Carnegie Energy Board of Review, for political reasons. We
have to accept the fact that any change is better than no change at all. There has been a
general acceptance that we must have energy prices that are as competitive as possible,
given the size of the State and the location and type of the energy resources. If energy
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costs cannot be reduced, investment could be put into downstream processing and value
adding in other mineral sectors, It is no goad feeling the pain of the past years and
putting together an Act of Parliament that allows the same sorts of things to happen. I
have a major concern that we will again head down that track. I look forward to an
explanation on this point by the Leader of the House when he responds. That second
reading speech also refers to strict accountability for performance and states -

Increased accountability for performance by government trading enterprise boards
and managers must accompany increased autonomy and authority.
Accountability provisions in relation to government trading enterprises will be
rigorous and will be used as a basis for assessment of performnance.

The performance of these corporations will be measured by how they can maintain their
profit base, how they can deliver dhe services that the people in this State want and at the
price that the people will expect to pay. The corporations are caught in a cleft stick in
that they will be expected to deliver those services in an efficient and effective way and
yet still make the profit that has been made in the past.
From my reading of the debate in another place - the Minister might correct me if I am
wrong - I get the impression that we can do a couple of things. The board of directors or
the managers of the enterprise can be affected by issues under the guise of good business
practices, which really means they can be affected by their political masters, and that is a
worry. In the past we have seen that the political masters have been able to hide under
the cloak of commercial confidentiality.
The accountants and lawyers, and perhaps I to a certain extent, can understand that
competitors are not advised about some of the things that other competitors intend to do.
Not only do we seem to be going down the track of creating these two enterprises with
the same set of rules that led to the troubles of the 1980s, but we are also making it worse
by splitting the one enterprise into two which will become head to head competitors, as
set out in the second reading speech. The Minister for Energy will have the added
burden of ensuring that there is some semblance of a level playing field for those two
competitors. That exercise, in itself, will be difficult.
The Minister who will look after how the energy resources of this State are best used -
that is, delivering them on a continuing basis at a cheap rate - will also have to ensure
that competition takes place. That Minister will be faced with the pressure of making
sure that those two enterprises are making a fair return on capital and delivering a service
at a rate that is acceptable to the taxpayers of the State. There will be pressure on each
enterprise to advise the same Minister of its future directions, and the provision of such
advice will necessarily make competition difficult.
Perhaps one enterprise will advise die Minister that it intends to make a major investment
in a new gas turbine to generate electricity, for example. There may be a choice whether
the turbine will be oil or gas fired. That same Minister who is responsible for the
enterprise which will supply gas for the turbine must ensure that the price being asked for
the gas is fair, but one that will enable the profit base of the other enterprise to be
retained in a competitive market. That Minister will know the exact price that will be
charged as well as knowing what the electricity producer is prepared to pay for the
energy source. An organisation which, for example, produces machinery for the gas or
electricity industry or which wants to be a contractor which will supply the gas or build a
pipeline to where the generator will be located, will ask a member of Parliament -
probably a member of the Opposition - certain questions to further its proposal. When
the relevant questions are asked of the responsible Minister in this place, that Minister
will be obliged to tell both energy competitors. That is fraught with danger, both
commercially and politically. It will be an obligation that the Minister be made aware of
information regarding the gas being delivered and the price people will be prepared to
pay for it. However, if opposition members seek to discover whether the Minister has
such information, it would not be commercially sensible for the Minister to say that he
has the information but he will not release it.
Hon George Cash: Those questions have been answered before when a matter has been
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commercially confidential. When the House demands certain information, as is its Tight,
that information can be handed to the Clerkc, if it is necessary that it not be made public
on the Table of the House. Members are entitled to seek that information and it is up to
the members not to divulge such confidential information. Members can be informed in
certain ways.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The Leader of the House should not take up the last six
minutes of the member's time.
Hon TOM HELM: That assurance by the Leader of the House puts another worry out of
the way. We can live with that. It sounds as though my concerns have been addressed.
This Bill fits in with the provisions and recommendations that flowed from the Pilbara 21
study. It has talcen a while to address the political considerations and to give the Pilbara
an opportunity to mine and downstream process its minerals. The industry and political
wills have merged in this area. I support the Bill.
HON R.R. LIGHTFOOT (North Metropolitan) [8.22 pm]: Other than the workplace
reforms initiated by the Government, I do not think any more important legislation has
come before this House than the deregulation of power in Western Australia. Examples
overseas, particularly in member countries of the Organisation for Economic and Cultural
Development, including Japan, indicate that unless we have clean, efficient, cheap
electricity we will not have a burgeoning secondary industry. Without an efficient
secondary industry we will not have full employment, or an acceptable employment rate.
More precisely, we will not have employment for youth. Youth employment throughout
the world demands cheap electricity. One way to have that is to create competition
between the two major sources of energy in Western Australia - electricity and gas.
These cognate Bills will bring that situation about.
The function of the Bill to set up the proposed Electricity Corporation is to generate,
acquire, transport and distribute electricity. As an example, I refer to the United States of
America - the greatest economy in the world, and the greatest per capita income producer
in the world among the major countries. I am not talking about places such as Kuwait,
Among the manufacturing countries in the OECD, the United States does very well. One
reason that it does so well is that it supplies a varied source of electricity to industry - not
just coal from Virginia, or hydroelectricity, or a minuscule amount of wind power in
California, or thiough gas turbines or oilfired turbines, or from nuclear power, but a
whole range of power. For instance, in Maryland - the State from which Washington
D.C. was annexeed, increasingly over the decades - there is a power station at Calvert
Cliffs. It is a 1 200 megawatt power station which is nuclear fired, using uranium as a
source of fuel to produce electricity. The producer of electricity is a publicly listed
company in which shares can be bought on the Stock Exchange. The company produces
electricity for the Baltimore gas and electricity guid for 1.51t a kilowatt hour wholesale.
In Western Australia we produce electricity for commercial, residential and industry
consumers, on average for 12.5g kWh; so we can see the type of problems we have in
attempting to employ youth. That is the reason the unemployment rate for youth is still
hovering around 25 per cent. That is an indictment on all Governments, particularly
those that have been in power in recent years.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: The Court Government!
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: The youth unemployment rate has reduced under this
Administration.
An Opposition member Thanks to Keating.
Hon N.F. Moone: Not anywhere else, just here.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon P.R. UIGHTFOOT: It is ludicrous to suggest that it is coming down because of
Mr Keating; he does not know where Western Australia is. We know how partisan
Mr Keating is when it comes to the States.
Several members interjected.
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The PRESIDENT: Order! Let us return to the cognate Bills.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: I do not know what Hon Nick Griffiths had for dinner, but it
must have been different from what I had.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: I am glad about that, because you are talking a lot of rubbish.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: It is vitally important that this Government and successive
Governments get the energy formula right if we are to employ that 20 to 25 per cent of
youth who are tragically unemployed in this State. The answer of course partly lies with
the deregulation of the energy industry here, and our creating competition between gas
and electricity. In this State, we could employ many forms of cheap electricity.
Regrettably, not one is a renewable source. None is related yet to the solar power
electricity through photovoltaic cells because of the cost and because of the fact that the
sun shines only during the day. It is a diurnal form of electricity production. We do not
yet have a method of storing such electricity. It is not due to wind power, because of the
indiscriminate way that wind turbines turn; it is not due to wave power, because of the
expense involved; it is not due to tidal power, because we do not have great tidal
movements such as those in the north west. Paradoxically, that is an area where we could
produce electricity from the massive 15 to 25 metre tides, but the population is not there
to use it. Certainly there is no population to amortise the cost of an electricity grid
coming from areas with high tidal power opportunities.
Therefore, we are limited in Western Australia to but three very significant sources of
power. The first is coal, the traditional source of power - the coal that we have been
mining for some 100 years solely at Collie. Of course that is what the Government has
chosen as an interim measure to ensure no brownouts of electricity occur in ensuing
years. In 1995-96 we will have a surfeit of power which will take us through, decreasing
insignificantly to the year 2001.
The other source of power of course is gas. Some argue, as Dr Harmnan did in his report
to the previous Government, that gas was the option as opposed to coal. Dr Harman, a
professor of economics, naturally took the economic view that whatever energy was
indigenous to Western Australia was the best source in purely economic terms to produce
electricity for industry. The third source we could use in Western Australia is
unquestionably uranium. I have mentioned the Calvert Cliffs power station in the United
States which is producing electricity for 1 .50 per kilowatt hour.
The Government's decision to build a 300 MW base load coal fired power station at
Collie was based on practicality rather than solely economics. Other issues are
associated with all coal fired power stations. The first is the economics of using coal,
which wax and wane. The second is strictly environmental. Can any Government
sustain and endorse the building of new or even the rejuvenation of existing coal fied
power stations, remembering that most have a 25 year planned life? However, invariably
coal fired power stations, particularly base load coal fired power stations, last in excess of
15 years of their planned life, If the avenage life of a base load coal fired power station is
applied in this case, we could be putting up with a 300 MW base load coal fired power
station for 40 years. That, combined with other measures, including the deregulation of
the work force and the more efficient mining of coal, is supposed to drop electricity
charges. As a result of that, the Collie base load coal fired power station will take us well
into the third millennium. The price of electricity is supposed to drop by 25 per cent.
flat sounds very significant, until one realises that Western Australian energy prices are
47 per cent on avenage dearer than the Eastern States.
Hon J.A. Scott: It will not be that cheap.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: Black and Decker has its world headquarters in Maryland. It
locks into the Baltimore gas and electricity grid and uses electricity that is a fraction of
die cost of electricity produced at wholesale levels in Western Australia. The reason
Black and Decker has its world headquarters in Maryland is not because Maryland has
magnificent post-secondary and tertiary institutions, that it is located on Chesapeake Bay
with access to one of the greatest sea lanes of the world, or that it has a work force it can
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deploy over a wide area of expertise; it is simply because it has access to cheap
electricity. Until Western Australia has access to cheap electricity, it will, regrettably,
continue to dig bigger holes, and bigger trucks will can that ore and send it overseas for
production into goods and commodities that we import back into Australia at value added
costs that we should be taking advantage of here.
Hon George Cash: It was a positive step that the Opposition agreed today to the nuclear
reactor. If only we could convince the Federal Government to have it located it Western
Australia.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: I not know whether it is uniform concurrence, or if one could
expect that the more rational of those on the other side accept that Western Australia
could take a research reactor here in an economic sense as the thin end of the prosperous
wedge for this State.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: Is Hon Ross Lightfoot suggesting that that proposition should be
used to promote nuclear power generation in Western Australia and chat is really the
Court Governmnent's agenda?
Hon George Cash: We were so impressed that the Labor Party embraced the nuclear
reactor this afternoon.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: I am suggesting that this State could use some high tech
industries like the research reactor that is running out of time in Lucas Heights in New
South Wales. Although that is not the subject of this Bill, I remind the House that it was
built in 1958, and it certainly must be replaced - in spite of what Hon Kim Chance said -
within the next five or six years. That is a minuscule reactor. When we talk about
electricity production, in terms of what is economically feasible, we must look at 750 to
1 000 MW generators, not 300 or 600 MW generators. The optimum size generator
hovers around 1 100 to 1 200 MW. Perth does not have the necessary population to
require that level of power generation. As its population is only l.Snm people, we are
obliged to look at high cost megawatt plants of the 300 to 600 MW stage.
When we consider coal as the major source of electricity in Western Australia we must
look at the environment To use a rounded figure, a 1 000 MW coal fired power station
will burn 2.3m tonnes of coal per annum. That 1 000 MW power station will produce ash
that would cover an area I kim by I kin by 15 metres high. That is about as high as a four
storey building, about 50 feet high. Will that be acceptable to members opposite? Will
kids in our primary and secondary schools and tertiary institutions today accept that we
chose the options of coal fired power stations in lieu of other methods of electricity
production when we have a situation that can only be described in ecological terms as a
pending disaster'?
Hon N.D. Griffiths: What is your preferred method of electricity genera tion?
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: That is a good question from Hon Nick GIriffiths, although it is
well past question time. My preferred method for electricity production is quite
unambiguous.
Hon Tomn Stephens: Is hot air.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: No, if it were hot air we could harness up Hon Tom Stephens.
My preferred method is clearly the cheapest, the most environmentally acceptable
method of production. That can mean any number of things. I am not necessarily
opposed to solar powered generation of electricity. It is a strange fact that research by
nuclear physicists at the Lucas Heights reactor - which has two reactors; one is 1 MW
and the other is 10 MW - perfected a car battery that is much more efficient than the old
conventional lead acid battery. If Australian research can continue to do that, we can use
photovoltaic cells coupled to a method of storage that can augment the State grid. I am
not opposed to any method of power generation. We should continue to provide research
facilities for all those methods of renewable energy - wind, tidal, solar, etc.
Hon George Cash: The member would have got some comfort this afternoon when the
Opposition supported the nuclear reactor.
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Hon P.R. LIG3HTFOOT: I did, and from the fact chat the Opposition is rational and
seems quite calm in supporting these two cognate Bills before the House tonight.
Hon Tom Stephens: Does the member want nuclear power?
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: If one considered a 1 000 MW nuclear power station, instead of
producing ash of the volume of 1 kmn by 1 1cm by 15 metres high, it would produce
intermediate levels and high level waste annually. The coal fired power station will burn
2.3 million tonnes of coal annually. That will depend on the thermal quality of the coal.
Collie coal is not particularly high in calorific value. It is high in ash and, fortunately,
relatively low in sulphur. Three-tenths of that 2.3 million tonnes will be burnt. In its
25 year life it will have produced an ash heap 1 kmn by 1 kmn by 15 m.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: Are you suggesting we shouldn't mine that coal?
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: We should mine it only if it is economically feasible to do so,
but we must consider beyond the economics of it. When electricity goes out it is not
radioactive; it is as clean as the electricity that goes out with solar, wind, or gas. A
nuclear power station, the same size and still producing the same amount of electricity,
each year produces 2 sq m of intermediate and high level waste, as opposed to the ash
from 2.3 million tonnes from the coal fired power station. That is not all. The most
important economic issue about nuclear power is its cleanliness. That 1 000 MW coal
fired power station will emit into the atmosphere during a year about 7 million tonnes of
waste, most in the form of sulphur dioxide and carbon dioxide, but also 150 000 to
200 000 tonnes of fly ash and sulphur solids uncontrolled into the atmosphere. That adds
to the greenhouse effect; the effect of the radiating sun coming through, similar to a
glasshouse. The heat remains here and cannot escape back into the atmosphere. That
could alter the ecology of not only Australia, but the rest of the world.
Since the Federal Government signed international conventions to limit carbon dioxide
emissions we must be careful not to breach those undertakings. That poses a legal
quandary as to the ramifications if we do breach them. There is no breaching of
international standards on carbon dioxide emissions with a nuclear power station.
Altogether, the 1 000 MW coal fired power station uses about 2.3 million tonnes of coal a
year. A nuclear power station of the same size would use approximately 35 tonnes of
solid fuiel annually to produce the same result. I do not know how sincere members on
the other side are about electricity production in Western Australia. Part of the battle for
this Government will be whether it can get the concurrence of the Opposition to do
certain things that may initially be seen to be politically distasteful. One of the reasons
Governments do not take major steps and do not grasp the nettle, not only on energy
production, is the adversarial situation that exists in this type of Parliament between
Oppositions and Governments. When I was in Opposition I opposed the Government of
the day as a matter of course. I tried to be pragmatic and honest about my opposition to
its legislation. I say that without my tongue in the side of my cheek. However, at times I
opposed the Government just for opposition's sake. I am pleased to hear most, if not all,
speakers to date say unequivocally that they propose to support this Bill. I did not hear
any amendments flagged for these cognate Bills before the House.
Hon Jim Scott commenced his contribution on the electricity Bill of this cognate pair. He
said that the increase in electricity would result in an increase in greenhouse emissions -
sulphur dioxide, but mainly carbon dioxide. He is quite right. However, he was pre-
empting that all electricity was produced by coal fied power stations in Western
Australia. I have just pointed out that there are insignificant greenhouse emissions from
nuclear produced electricity.
Hon AJ.G. MacTlernan: That is not true.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: Nuclear electricity today is on a par with the coal fired power
stations. In other words, as a rule of thumb in Australia, 1 000 MW will cost $I b.
Hon L.D. MacLean: Hon Jim Scott also recommended the Californian electricity system.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: Yes. Including nuclear power, California has the most varied
system of electricity produced in the United States, apart from major hydroelectricity.
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America has 109 nuclear power stations. Canada - with which we often compare
ourselves, although it has about 10 million more People than us and a vastly bigger area -
has 22 nuclear power plants. Canada has plans well under way for die harnessing of
12 wild rivers in Quebec province for hydroelectricity to produce 26 400 MW of
electricity. When we compare that with our modest effort in the Kimberley of 30 MW,
we can see we have a long way to go. Canada can do that because not only does it have
the indigenous Canadians to buy the power, but also New York City has signed contracts
to take a considerable amount of that power. We do not have the luxury of anyone on
our doorstep who could help to amortise dhe most unbelievable hydroelectric scheme that
is under construction in Quebec.
With reference to the point Hon Jim Scott made before the dinner suspension, it is a fact
that coal will produce greenhouse emissions. It is a fact that our children need
employment and that unless we are able to get cheaper electricity our children will suffer
die indignity of unemployment for many years. I remind members that there is a
component of electricity in all our value added exports, whether it is through scoured
wool, of which we produce very little these days and which has a modicum of electricity
in its cost to remove the grease from the wool, or whether it is the high cost electricity in
aluminium. The equation is that four tonnes of bauxite produces two tonnes of alumina
powder, and two tonnes of alumina powder produces one tonne of aluminium. All that
production from the four tonnes of rough bauxite ore to one tonne of aluminiumn metal is
largely due to electricity. The lower rates of electricity that our aluminium producers are
able to buy give truth to the statement that cheap electricity produces industry.
I am sorry this State will have to suffer greenhouse emissions for some time. I hope that
stops. I hope we can seriously consider with bipartisan support those areas from which
we could produce electricity, including nuclear power. I do not want to become
preoccupied with nuclear power, but we must consider it. The cold war is finished. The
plutonium that is produced as a by-product of nuclear power stations no longer goes to
the super powers.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: No, it just goes to organised crime.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: There is more plutonium in the world now and at cheap rates
than we know what to do with. It is like banning the export of uranium or yellow cake.
It did not stop anything. All it did was make people conscious of the fact that uranium
fired nuclear power plants produced a crude form of plutonium that could have been used
in nuclear warheads. It did not stop the production of those nuclear warheads. We are
the ones who suffered from it. Australia is the Saudi Arabia of uranium. Australia has
more mineable uranium than any other country on earth.
Hon P.H. Lockyer But some people would rather grow cannabis.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: Exactly. Let us look at legalising cannabis. That would be a
great thing for the State! What a great secondary industry that would be! "What do you
do, son?" "I farm cannabis with my dad."
Hon Tom Stephens: That is the same logic as you have just used.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The honourable member said he was nearly finished. Allow
him to do that.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: I did say I was going to finish and I do not propose to retract
that. However, I am sufficiently wily enough not to say when I was going to finish.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: Do you advocate uranium mining in Western Australia?
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: My short answer is yes. My long answer is yes, I do advocate
unequivocally the mining of uranium in Western Australia.
Hon NEF. Moore: Along with Mr Grill and Mr Taylor.
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Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOTl: I say that for a simple reason. We have one of the greatest
potential sources of electricity generation in Wester Australia that is unexploited. We
have several major deposits, two of which are the Yeelirrie deposit near Leinster,
600 ilometres cast of Geraidron which is owned totally now by Western Mining
Corporation Ltd. It is a carnotite deposit with a very low stripping ratio. The second
deposit is dhe CRA Explorations Pty Ltd deposit at Kintyre near the Canning Basin which
also has a low shripping ratio that could easily be mined. However, Japan buys our
uranium and our gas. In fact, 75 per cent of the gas produced in the North West Shelf
goes to Japan. not for chemical production, but for electricity production. What is wrong
with us heme? Why has Western Australia inherited the legacy of 47 per cent dearer
electricity than the average in the Eastern States? Why does it cost us on avenage for
commercial, industrial and residential electricity 12.5it whereas Tasmanian can produce
electricity for 5.50?
Hon Tom Stephens: It is a legacy of the Court Government of the 1 980s.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: One would have thought that the previous Government's
Cabinet, even with its aggregate IQ of 100, would have been able to get out of the
situation of still blaming the former Government for what happened before 1982. The
fact is that had that pipeline not been brought down from the north west and had we not
had the greatest Premier that this State has ever seen, the North West Shelf would not
have been developed, the iron ore fields would not have been developed, the goldields
would not have been developed and we would not be producing aluminium here. Not
only would our kids be unemployed but also most of those sitting opposite would be
unemployed. We have to thank that Court Administration for doing what it did.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: What is the effect of the cost of electricity on industry and on the
state debt?
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: That is a good question. I sin glad Hon Nick Griffiths brought
that up, because we were able to establish some of the most sophisticated pot lines for
aluminium smelting on this earth.
Hon Tom Stephens: That is not the answer.
The PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: It is not the answer the member wants.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: It is not the truth.
The PRESIDENT: Order! When I call order, members should stop irnterjecting.
Hon P.R. L.IGHTFOOT: We were able to have the fastest economic growth in the
nation, the lowest unemployment rate in the nation, the highest per capita income in the
nation, and the greatest export income of all of the States. It was a good question. That
is what the North West Shelf and the futuristic plan that Sir Charles Court, thd former
Premier, put in place that everyone lives off now. Everyone is living off the Sir Charles
Court trough, in a sense. That is the legacy that that great man and great Premier left to
Western Australia. I have a feeling that this Government will do the same thing. The
apple does not fall far from the te, to use an old country expression. I think we will do
the same thing in Western Australia. This will end up as the greatest State in the
Commonwealth, not because of anything that happened during the 1980s. and not because
of anything that happened in the early 1990s, but because something happened in
February 1993. We will end up with cheap electricity and employing our youth and
getting that appalling unemployment rate down. We will end up dispersing the State debt
that the decadent and avaricious 1980s built up. However, we must get rid of expensive
electricity. We must look at the whole spectrum of electricity and of electricity
production.
Members should remember that because of this big ash heap that I spoke about after
25 years of burning 2.3 million tonnes of coal or because of waste from nuclear
production, we will need a repository for toxic wastes. I remind my colleagues that some
toxic waste in the form of coal ash which is the residue from coal stations never breaks
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down. Whether it is arsenic or mercury, it never breaks down. At least nuclear waste
eventually breaks down, some in a few seconds. However, regrettably some, particularly
the dangerous gamma radiation material, takes hundreds of thousands of years to break
down. I will not pretend otherwise because the facts are different. Therefore, we need to
look at a repository for waste, if that comes from any proposal for a nuclear plant. I say
without equivocation that there is no proposal that I am aware of that this Government is
about to establish a nuclear power plant here. I hope it seriously considers that as an
option and, if it is viable, I hope the Government has the intestinal fortitude to carry it
further. However, we need to have planning with waste repositories to take nuclear
waste before that happens. This Jackson proposal in the Coolgardie Shire involves a
large area. Most of it is in the Coolgardie Shire, but the buffer zone spills into the
Menzies Shire and pant of it into the Yilgarn Shire. There is already a waste repository in
the middle of that area, at Mt Walton, that is delineated now, and the medium and lower
level radioactive waste is proposed to be stored subsurface. I believe the Government
and the Opposition should give endorsement to the proposal that the Lucas Heights
research reactor come here. That may be the thin end of the wedge and I hope it is. I
hope it is the harbinger of nuclear power for this State. As I said, nuclear power is
efficient, clean and economically viable when compared with a coal fired power station;
it does not have the emissions that a coal fired power station has. I assure the people in
the goldfields, in spite of what I think Hon Alannah MacTiernan said, that such a facility
will attract the "elite people".
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: Hon Phil Lockyer said that.
Hon N.D. Griffiths: You are misquoting the member; you are putting words in her
mouth!
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: I find the people of the goldfields to be decent, innovative and
hardworking people who are used to physical work. These people want reward only for
effort, and they want the opportunity to pursue excellence. Establishing a Lucas Heights
nuclear reactor in this area would give them a chance to pursue technological excellence.
Hon J.A. Scott: They do not want it.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: That is not true. However, what Hon Jim Scott says often is
untrue. I will not go through a recitation of things he has said, but the days when the
greenies could scare decent people and average citizens have gone. Gone are the days in
which it could be claimed that children would be born with two heads and dogs would
have five legs by lookcing at nuclear reactors! The majority of the people in the goldfields
are looking forward to attracting a research reactor to the area. Mothers and fathers want
their children to have security of employment; they do not want necessarily to send their
children down the mines in physical labour as their sole vocation. They want alternative
stable employment.
Hon A.J.G. Macflemnan: Champagne engineers.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT; They do not want to move on from a mined out town; I have
made 40 shifts in my life in the mining industry.
Hon L.A. Scott: I have a lot of stuff from -

Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: I do not want to hurt his feelings, but a lot of stuff which
Hon Jim Scott has presented has been absolute, unmitigated rubbish; it is not fit to be
recorded in Hansard!
Several members interjected.
The DEPUT PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: I keep wanting to finish my comments, Mr Deputy President,
but members opposite keep goading me to speak further.
The toxic waste repository is not a dump - that is not the right word, If The West
Australian - or "The Worst Australian" as it is becoming known - had any expertise in
journalism, it would not have called this a dump. A dump signifies an open pit or hollow
such as a refuse dump.
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Hon N.D. Griffiths: The Liberal Parry.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: A repository is covered and controlled, it is nor a dump. The
correct term "repository" should be used in this debate. The people of Kalgoorlie, with
the help of the Shire of Coolgardie, will ensure that this is developed as a state repository
for toxic waste. I hope that one day we will attract a nuclear reactor to Western
Australia, and this is pant of the forward planning. Conservative Governments are good
because they plan ahead; they comprise individuals who must forward plan to survive.
They are self-sufficient people. They do not always have their pink proboscises in die
social trough; that is the difference between the different sides of politics. We need to
plan for such a facility now, and I hope that the Government will support a toxic waste
repository in the Jackson area.
Hon Toni Stephens: For international waste?
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: flat is a whole new question; it is no good raising that issue
when I have four minutes in which to speak. Hon Kim Chance raised the absolutely
ludicrous point - I listen more often than not to this member, for whom I have some
time - that we cannot sell uranium unless we agree to cake the waste. That is
preposterous! We send iron ore overseas which is between 60 and 63 per cent iron, and
the balance is waste or mullock. We do not ask for that to be shipped back to Australia.
The same situation applies with coal. A 1 000 MW power station consumes 2.3m tonnes
of coal a year, which represents a massive amount of ash. flat is not shipped back to
Australia. That is the case with all the unrefined metals we send overseas. Therefore,
when we sell uranium overseas, and once it is spent in one of the 450-odd nuclear power
stations in the world, why should we take back the waste? That is an absolutely
ludicrous proposition! It bears no semblance to any commercial nous. Members
opposite should get that idea out of their minds.
Several members inteijected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: I am interested in ornithology, and I fancy I just heard a red-
railed black cockatoo squawk.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiemnan: Stop your sexist remarks! You're pathetic.
Hon George Cash: You cannot take it. You're a joke.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: I have only a few minutes left.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Let the member on his feet speak.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT. The Government should unite behind the people of the
goldfields who want alternative employment for their children.
Hon J.A. Scott: No, they do not.
Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT: If we have consensus on the move to re-establish the Lucas
Heights research centre in the goldfields, we have a fair chance of achieving that goal.
This chance would be far better if we had a conservative Government in Canberra. The
next time I am in the goldfields I will indicate that to the people there.
HON TOM STEPHENS (Mining and Pastoral) [9.07 pm]: I hope that The West
Australian has been listening to every word spoken by Hon Ross Lightfoot.
Hon N.F. Moore: That does not make any difference. It will write the story whether it is
listening or not.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: I hope a report of the comments will be provided to the people
of Western Australia so that they can cast judgment on a Government which has within
its ranks people with such views.
Hon ND. Griffiths: And a significant member of the Government. He is one of the
movers and shakers.
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Hon TOM STEPHENS: Indeed. He obviously has the ear of his fromt bench colleagues,
certainly Hon George Cash. In die face of the dire consequences of the nature of the
government ranks, the people of Western Austalia have much to fear.
Hon George Cash: I amn glad that you supported the nuclear reactor today. I never
thought you would get around to it.
Hon TIOM. STEPHENS: The Government is not prepared to debate a nuclear energy
authority Bill, which apparently is on its way according to Hon Ross Lightfoot.
Nevertheless, it will appear at some stage down the track if Hon Ross Lightfoot has his
way. If Western Australia has die misfortune of seeing the coalition parties re-elected to
government, that would present to the people of Western Australia a full-blown nuclear
energy program.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: We will build nuclear submarines at Wilunat
Hon TOM STEPHENS: The member's dreams and aspirations do not surprise me. The
worst part of this is that the member may convince his front bench to run with his ideas.
Hon George Cash: Hon Alannafi MacTiernan volunteered to open the nuclear reactor.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: I understand that my colleague has risen to take a couple of
points of clarification to rectify some of the misunderstandings of the front bench
opposite. I would not be surprised if there has been another misunderstanding of Hon
Alannah MacTiemnan's views. I have always known her to have very forthrght views on
this subject and she has no problem expressing them clearly. My colleagues and I do not
understand why members opposite have been left in such a deluded state.
Hon N.E. Moore: It was crystal clear - that was the problem.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: Despite Hon Ross Lightfoot's dim desire to introduce a nuclear
energy authority Bill, it is not the Bill before us. It has not surfaced through the
government ranks. Undoubtedly, we will see it emerge in time.
Preceding Hon Ross Lightfoot's lively contribution, another debate attrated a number of
interjections which could be described as effective verbal sedatives for any member on
this side of the House who was not astute. Fortunately all members among our ranks are
astute; we are blessed with people like Hon Reg Davies and now Hon Jim Scott.
Mr Scott probably needs to learn some lessons, which Hon Reg Davies had to learn when
he was a member of this House in the days when we were in government, about the
question of commercial confidentiality. Hon Reg Davies learnt a painful lesson.
Hon P.R. Lightfoot: What does this have to do with the Bill?
Hon TOM STEPHENS: It has a lot to do with the Bill. It has to do with the question of
commercial confidentiality. Hon George Cash used some very effective verbal sedatives
to try to allay the fears that were expressed by one of my colleagues about this clause of
the Bill. He said thit these questions can be resolved by a resolution of this House; that
questions which are commercially sensitive can be answered by delivering the answers to
die Clerk's office and that any member who has any concern can read the answers in the
Clerk's office so that die matter will remain confidential. However, Hon Reg Davies can
tell the House that that can happen only when the Opposition, combined with whatever
other forces, has the numbers to insist upon the tabling of that type of information. There
is nothing in this BiUl to provide that Hon Reg Davies or Hon Jim Scott or my colleagues
in the Opposition, who have never had the numbers in this Chamber and are never likely
to have the numbers in this Chamber, can insist upon the tabling of that type of
information. There would be a great improvement to this legislation were Hon George
Cash to bolster it with the sentiments that he expressed by way of interection to one of
my colleagues and amend this legislation to ensure that the minority interests in this
Chamber can insist upon the tabling of agreements that are described as commercially
sensitive or confidential. However, I suspect that Hon George Cash wants to use these
effective verbal sedatives to quieten the apprehension of members on this side and that he
will press on with dhe passage of this legislation and allow this Government to do
whatever it likes in regard to energy generation so that the scrtiny of this House, and
certainly the scrutiny of individual members, can never be guaranteedL
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You, Mr Deputy President (Hon Barry House). Hon George Cash. Hon Norman Moore,
Hon John Halden, Hon Doug Wenn and I had the extremely valuable opportunity given
to us by this House while sewving on the Standing Committee on Government Agencies
in the last Parliament to meet with the energy authority in Sacramento, California, in the
United States of America. That authority is responsible for hearing submissions from the
community and the Californian Government, as equal participants, about what should be
die tariff policies and price structures for the power generating organisations of that State.
Hon Ross Lightfoot has indicated to the House that there is an enormous range of power
generating sources in that State. That visit was part of dhe committee's work under its
previous chairman. Hon Norman Moore, the current Minister for Education, who
recognised that policy making by government agencies should be assessed and reviewed,
and that recommendations should be made to change and, if possible. standardise the way
in which government agencies operate in Westcrn Australia. One government agency
which looms large in Western Australia is the State Energy Commission, and members of
the committee cannot help but look at this legislation in the light of the committee's
thirty-sixth report, which was delivered to this House by none other than you, Mr Deputy
President. That is a landmark report.
Hon N.F. Moore: I do not know that it has finished yet. I understand it is now out for
public comment.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: Yes. My point was simply that one cannot help looking at
legislation like this through the new eyes that have been given to us as members of this
committee.
Hon N.F. Moore: After all these years. you have got new eyes! I am Jc-lighted to hear
that.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: I express appreciation to Hon Norman Moore and members of
this Chamber for giving me the opportunity to look at these questions.
Hon N.F. Moore: Flattery will get you everywhere! I wonder whether you would have
the same degree of enthusiasm were you were sitting on this side.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: I hope I would. When the Minister has the opportunity of
seeing me on that side of the House in a few years. I want him to be the first to remind
me of my obligation to ensure that I maintain my commitment to the new found
perspective that we have as a result of the tabling of the committee's thirty-sixth report. I
wonder whether some of the initiatives in this legislation are the result of the
deliberations of the committee, because they appear to me to embrace some of its
recommendations.
Hon N.F. Moore: They are.
Hon T)OM STEPHENS: I hope they are the result of the hard work of the committee.
When this Bill arrived in the Cabinet room IHon Norman Moore, Hon George Cash and
other Ministers would have been in a position to say that they knew how to do this now
because they had been through the process and had considered the philosophy of the way
government agencies should operate. They were in a position to make sure that the
following sentiments were expressed in the Minister's second reading speech on the
Electricity Corporation Bill -

This legislation will establish a new energy environment in Western Australia by
introducing competition through the separation of the electricity and gas
components of SECWA, and the transference of SECWA's energy advisory and
regulatory roles to a new and independent agency.

Hon Norman Moore is nodding his head to indicate that he supports this legislation
because he recognises that this type of separation was identified by the Standing
Committee on Government Agencies as necessary. This notion eventually became part
of the recommendations that were contained in the committee's thirty-sixth report. I am
pleased that this initiative has found its way into this legislation.
Hon NY. Moore: That committee is not the only group of people in the whole world
who came to this conclusion.
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Hon TOM STEPHENS: That may well be the case. I recall that some of these questions
were becoming the policy initiatives of the previous Government. The previous Minister
for Energy started to make noises about the changes that would be necessary to the State
Energy Commission of Western Australia.
(Quorum formed.]
Hon TOM STEPHENS: This Government has fortuitously embraced the Government
Agencies Committee's recommendations which were the end result of the hard work chat
the committee put into its deliberations on the role of government agencies in this State.
In the process of assessing the way that government agencies operate in other
jurisdictions, the committee's thirty-sixth report was a landmark report because it ensured
that members could deal with legislation like this - I hope Hon Phil Lockyer is listening -
in a new light
Hon P.H. Lockyer Why mention me?
Hon TOM STEPHENS: Because I think die member should look at this legislation. All
members need to consider it in a new light.
Hon P.H. Lockyer Why aren't your members here?
Hon TOM STEPHENS: They understand this legislation. Mr Lockyer needs to know
that this legislation embraces some of the recommendations in the Government Agencies
Committee's report. It has come about because of the hard work of people like the
Deputy President (Hon Barry House), Hon Norman Moore, Hon George Cash, me and a
couple of my colleagues. We worked through the issues of what should be the
appropriate functions of government agencies in respect of power generation for this
State. I repeat that one of the recommendations embraced in this legislation is the
transference of SECWA's energy advisory and regulatory roles to a new and independent
agency. The proposals in this Bill to create a corporatised entity to carry out the
electricity functions of SECWA; a corporatised entity to carry out the gas functions of
SECWA; and a government office to assume the policy role and the technical and safety
regulatory functions of SECWA are policy decisions which I welcome. I know that they
are supported by the Government Agencies Committee. Unfortunately, not all the
principal recommendations of that committee have been embraced by this Government.
It may well be that the recalcitrant members of the back bench have not learnt the great
lessons of that committee and have not been able to embrace, with the same enthusiasm
as members on this side of the House, the recomnmendations of that report. I
acknowledge that Hon Norman Moore said that it is a draft report.
Hon N.F. Moore: The jury is still out on it and I am no longer on the committee.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: I know the jury is still out for deliberation. Nonetheless,
propositions have been put forward.
Hon N.F. Moore: Should you not finish the review process before you say that this is the
way it should be done?
Hon TOM STEPHENS: Perhaps we should, but some of the recommendations in that
report present extremely compelling arguments. A Bill is before the House and members
have an opportunity to improve it Already it includes some of the strengths contained in
the recommendations of the committee's report, but more improvements could be made
toit.
Six members in this House have seen in another jurisdiction the appropriate way in which
the pricing policy for the power generating authority has been separated. The people
generating the power are different from those who are regulating the whole industry and
establishing the pricing policy for it. In California six members of this House saw an
extremely interesting process: When that Government wanted to put a point of view to
industry and the power generators on the pricing strcwre, it did not give directions that
had to be tabled and be subject to the disallowance of a House like this. The process did
not involve backdoor arrangements which we know from the recent royal commission
occurred in previous interaction between authorities and their responsible Ministers, nor
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did it involve arrangements like those which permeated the way in which the previous
Court Government operated in the 1980s. I refer to the energy policy decisions made by
Sir Charles Court for the North West Shelf gas project which were not in the best
interests of the pricing strcture of power generation in this State. In California
committee members witnessed an open way of doing things; that is, the process was
transparent and a regulatory body was established to consider a policy initiative to
increase, reduce or in some other way change the existing pricing structure.
The Government made its submission, consumer bodies put forward their submissions,
and the administrative, deliberative, adjudicating authority considered those submissions
in an open forum and brought down a final determination. It was of great benefit to the
people of California. Hon Ross Lightfoot has already described to the House how we in
this State desperately need better processes for ensuring that the pricing policy of the
power generating authorities is in the best interests of the State. That is now done
virtually by the conmmercial decisions of the existing authority, subject to ministerial
direction that can be challenged only in this House by disallowance following the tabling
of that direction.
Hon Peter Foss interjected.
Hon T*OM STEPHENS: I understand what the Minister is saying, but I hope he also
understands what I am saying; that is, in the wings is a new way of doing things in this
area of activity.
Hon Peter Foss: The Hilmer report will require it.
Hon George Cash: You have not read it. have you?
Hon TOM STEPHENS: As a matter of fact I have had the pleasure of hearing slabs of it
being read to me by my colleagues in the debates going on outside the House.
Hon George Cash: Did you understand it?
Hon TOM STEPHENS: One of the great challenges for all Australia is to recognise and
understand the recommendations of the Hilmer report!
Hon George Cash: Did you understand it?
Hon TOM STEPHENS: While I might not have the great intellect of the Leader of the
House I have understood those sections of dhe Hilmer report that I have so far had to
tackle. Over time no doubt we will see whether the Leader of the House has understood
all its recommendations. Not all the actions of this Government have so far revealed it
has understood the recommendations.
Nonetheless, the question now is: Has this Government understood the recommendations
of the thirty-sixth report of the Standing Committee on Government Agencies, the report
of which this Leader of the House, Hon George Cash, participated in the drafting and was
involved in releasing for public comment? It occurs to me that this Bill does not yet
adequately embrace all those recommendations, particularly in the area of tariff and
pricing policy. I think the Bill could be better positioned before this Chamber if it had
finally embraced some of those recommendations within that report.
Hon Peter Foss: Would you not prefer to have an Australiawide system such as the
Hilmer report recommends, or one peculiar to Western Australia?
Hon TOM STEPHENS: That is a good question. I have an open mind on that matter.
However, there is one goad way of ensuring it is examined and an answer given back to
the House that would be of assistance in making our final decision on the shape of this
legislation; that is, to take up a suggestion I understand was first alluded to by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative Council, Hon Mark Nevill. He suggested that
referring the Bill to the Standing Committee on Government Agencies might be an
option. That committee could grapple with this legislation and see whether it could be
improved and returned to the Legislative Council in a format which would enable it to
better service the needs and interests of the Western Australian community. I ask the
Leader of the House, who I know is familiar with the process because of his past
involvement with that committee, whether he thinks the suggestion first alluded to by
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Hon Mark Nevill and more firmly alluded to in my contribution to this debate is
something die Government is prepared to accept. There are better ways of structuring the
tariff pricing policies for power generating organisations in this Stare than that which is
done currently and allowed for within this legislation. The Opposition awaits with great
interest the response of the Leader of the House to the various questions that have been
raised in this debate.
Hon George Cash: You can speaker longer if you like.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: I thought I would wait for the response of the Minister, If I
were to be encouraged by the Minister I might find the opportunity to move a subsequent
motion that would allow for referral of this legislation to the Standing Committee on
Governiment Agencies.
Hon George Cash: You will nor be encouraged by me, but do not play games; do it.
Hon TOM STEPHENS: I thought we would wait and hear the responses to the queries
that have been put before the House. There are times when Governments and members
differ over questions before the House. This legislation has whole areas on which we
agree, despite die contentious and controversial way in which Hon Ross Lightfoot put
one of his points on the legislation. Contained within his speech are important questions
and issues about which there is common pround; that is, of course Western Australia
needs to have cheaper power that will ensure ongoing economic growth and activity that
will guarantee die employment of existing and future Western Australians in productive
industry that has a future into the next century. That can be guaranteed only if the
question of price forjpower in this State is dealt with appropriately. Hon Ross Lightfoot
is correct in recognising that as the essential question. His solutions to the problem
however are not shared by all members of this House.
We could ensure solutions are found for tackling this important question if the legislation
is referred to the Government Agencies Committee. I hope the Leader of the House will
be able to address that question when he responds to the issues raised by the Opposition
in this debate.
Debate adjour-ned, on motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the House).

SELECT COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGE INTO FAILURE OF BRIAN
EASTON TO COMPLY WITH ORDER OF THE HOUSE

Report Tabling, Extension of Tim~e

HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan - Minister for Health) [9.38 pm]: I am directed
to present the Report of the Select Committee of Privilege inquiing into the failure of
Mr B.M. Easton to comply with the order of the House requesting that the date fixed for
the presentation of its report be extended from Thursday, 3 November 1994 to Thursday,
1 December 1994. I move -

That the report do lie upon the Table, be adopted and agreed to.
Question put and passed.
(See paper No 47 1.]

SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE - EXTENDED AFTER 11.00 PM
Wednesday, 2 November

On motion by Hon George Cash (Leader of the House), resolved -

That the House continue to sit beyond 11.00 pm.

HALE SCHOOL AMENDMENT BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Hon N.F. Moore (Minister for Education), and read a first
time.
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Second Reading
HON N.F. MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Minister for Education) [9.41 pm]: I
move -

That the Bill be now read a second time.
The Hale School Amendment Bill is a straightforward piece of legislation which provides
for an increase in the membership of the Hale School Board from nine to 11I members in
order to better administer the school. The Bill also provides for changes to the terms of
office of board members and to the quorum for meetings of the board. The changes to be
brought about by the amendments would not require legislative change if Hale School
were not in the unique position of being constituted under an Act of the Western
Australian Parliament. Support for the amendments has been obtained from the Anglican
Archbishop of Perth, the Perth Diocesan trustees, and the Old Haleians Association, as
required under the Hale School Act 1876.
The first amendment is to the constitution of the board, which will now provide for the
membership to be increased to 11I members. One new member will be appointed by the
Perth Diocesan trustees, and the other new member will be appointed by the Old
Haicians Association. The second aspect of the amendments is to provide for a five year
period of appointment for all new members who are appointed to a periodical vacancy on
the board, with eligibility for reappointment for a further five years. The third, and final
amendment is to increase the size of the quorum at board meetings from the present five
members to six members consistent with the larger size of the board. These changes,
which have been sought by the present board, will improve the efficiency of its operation
and I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Tom Stephens.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (No 3)
Second Reading

Resumed from 1 November.
HON J.A. SCOTT (South Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I inform the House of a tragedy
that is being played out in the south west of the State; that is, the massive and avoidable
destruction being wrought on our magnificent forests and the ecosystems that they
support. The wanton vandalism is of such a scale as to be described by many
environmentalists and ordinary people who have contacted my office as a criminal act.
These acts and the names of the blocks on which they are occurring, the Hawke, (3iblett,
Hester and Rocky blocks, for future generations will engender the same feeling of shame
and disgust that we now hold for the names Auschwitz and Belsen. The perpetrators of
this present day tragedy will be judged by history.
Hon W.N. Stretch: That is emotional poppycock and you know it.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: It is not. As with the human tragedy that occurred in the time of the
Nazis, the biological tragedy of today has been backed by a high level of propaganda and
misinformation. This propaganda and misinformation has been issued by those charged
with conserving our natural resources, which makes it an even worse and more
significant act of betrayal. Those people are selling out our children's inheritance.
Hon W.N. Stretch: I hope you will say this outside.
Hon AJ.O. MacTiernan: Of course he will. He does it all the time.
Hon W.N. Stretch: I hope you will defend him.
Hon A.IO. Maciernan: I will defend his right to say it.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Tonight I would like to unveil some of the gross deceptions and
negligence that have occurred and art still occurring in the area of what is ironically
called conservation and land management. I begin with the myth of multiple use of our
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forest, which is supposed to be part of the Government's policy. The Minister for the
Environment, Mr Minson, has described multiple use during an Estimates Committee
hearing in the other place as follows -

The Government and I acknowledge ... that we will maintain the forests in a
sustainable way, not only for timber products but for all other values of the
forests, including tourism and heritage.

He went on to say -
If someone can convince me as Minister that we are not doing it correctly, I will
shift

Unfortunately he concludes by saying that it is not a wise use of forests to stop logging
altogether. Mr Minson's statement on multiple use shows his lack of understanding of
ecology. First, 1 will examine his statement that the forest has been used and maintained
for ail other values. Let us look at tourism. In this area we have had quite a few
statements from people charged with looking after our forests. I will read what is said by
the managers of our forests. This piece is from the Council Estimates Committee at page
670. It states -

A huge opportunity exists for us to obtain money from nature-based tourism
under the user pays system, particularly from overseas tourists, to pay for the
management of land and wildlife that we undertake for the community. Although
the initial stages of this change to net appropriations and changes to our
accounting system may indicate a reduction in an allocation to an area as
important as recitation and tourism, in reality it is not the case.

Dr Shea makes further comments about tourism in the Estimates Committee in the other
place. Quite often I have heard him talk about his commitment to tourism. However, I
have some information that was sent to me by the tourism industry. In reply to a
submission from the Pemberton tourist bureau, Dr Shea thanked them for their lengthy
submission on the department's draft management plans and timber strategy. He wrote
that it will be considered in connection with the 4 000 other submissions received from
the public in preparation of final plans. He had not replied in detail to almost any of the
submission, but in the specific case of their submission he had to say that he was struck
by its aggressive and critical tone. He wrote that he was also well aware of the
unfavourable views members of the bureau appeared to have of his department and it
staff. He then mentioned the letters that expressed those views. He wrote that he
considered it most counter productive both for the development of recreation programs in
the forests and to the image of his department and government to be portrayed in an
unfavourable light by community groups in places like Pemberton. He then made points
about the bureau's letter. He wrote that CALM was well aware of the tourist industry,
but tourism as such is not its job and that its charter from government is to conserve
wildlife and manage parks, reserves and forests throughout this State. He also wrote that
although it provides recreation facilities for welcome guests who visit the lands it
manages, it has not been given the task of promoting tourism. The Pemberton-
Northcliffe tourist bureau was asking for more land to be put aside for tourism. It was
worried that at the rate our heritage forests were being used we would not have enough to
cater for the number of tourists it was getting. I will not go on with all that submission,
because there have been further submissions. I had a similar letter from the Minister for
the Environment written to the Pemberton Tourist Centre. The Pemberton Tourist Centre
also wrote to Hon Doug Shave when he was Minister for Tourism as follows -

The main National Parks which attract our visitors and which contain our main
resouce, i.e. large old kerni trees, are the Warren and Beedelup. These were two
of the earliest Parks created in the State. To our knowledge there has never been
a Management Plan for the Parks, although a Maintenance Programme has
existed.
The Brockman National Park has never been developed as a Tourist Resource and
access to it is very limited.

6592 [COUNCIL]



[Wednesday, 2 November 1994] 59

The increase of Tourist numbers and the growth of our industry means that there
is a serious risk that die resource available to us will deteriorate through overuse.
My committee feels that planned development of these areas is essential to
prevent deterioration.
The decrease of old growth resource adjacent to the Parks means that any future
expansion of these facilities would be impossible. The areas adjacent to the
National Parks have been declared areas for multiple use even though for the past
11I years the Tourist industry has been asking for one of these areas, namely die
Hawke Block, to be preserved because of its Tourism potential. The Department
of CALM's demarcation of forest as suitable for multiple use Slways seems to
favour the timber industry.

We can see quite clearly it is not very happy with that situation. It continued -

Multiple use does also include Tourism and it is interesting that CALM now
acknowledge a role in the development of Tourism which it previously denied.
There would seem to be a conflict of interest between the industries involved,
which should rightly be determined by cabinet.

I have another submission from Pemberton tourist operators. This submission was sent
to Senator John Faulkner, federal Minister for the Environment.
Hon W.N. Stretch: Is this submission from Murray Johnson?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: No, it is from Phil Goidring. The interesting point is that when I
spoke to Pemberton tourist operators by telephone they said they had started to lobby the
federa Minister because they had no confidence that the State Government was listening
to them. Part of this letter states -

We would like to urgently bring to your attention the fact that the limber industry
has already commenced logging the Giblett Block near Pemberton which was
raced by the Australian Heritage Commission as one of the highest conservation
value old growth forest areas under their classification. Another three blocks of
highest conservation value, one of which is Hawke Block, also near Pembertoni,
have had logging roads commenced. It would appear that the timber industry is
targeting the areas of highest significance first.

I can vouch for that because I have had a good look at the area myself. In fact, the
logging roads in the Giblect block have been built in the most pristine area of that block,
and the mutilation of that magnificent forest is nothing shont of a criminal act. Also the
Hawke block has been cut into, in preparation for logging of that block, despite the
constant pleas by the tourist industry. I have another letter to Senator Faulkner from
Peter Oliver of the Pemberton Tourist Operators Association. He wrote -

A brief note to let you know that the logging of the Giblett Block near Pemberton
is still continuing. We would remind you that Gibleti Block is one of the highest
conservation value areas assessed by the Au stralian Heritage Commission and the
Department of CALM and that logging this area directly contravenes OUr State
Government's commitment to protect high conservation value old growth forests.

Mr (loldring has also included the following submission in a letter to Senator Faulkner -
The AHC also has a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with CALM which
aims to ensure adequate protection of national estate values in the SFR. Both
agencies have agreed to review the operations of the MOU in 1994, and to
establish better arrangements to ensure that the existing comprehensive
knowledge about the National Estate in the region is utilised in the development
of future harvesting plans.
The Western Australian Government is also a signatory to the National Forest
Policy Statement. Under the NFPS, signatory governments are committed to a
strategy to conserve and manage areas of old-growth forests and wilderness as
part of a reserve system. The NFPS further states that until those forests are
adequately assessed for such values, forest management agencies should avoid
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activities that may significantly affect chose areas of old-growth forest or
wilderness chat are likely to have high conservation value.

Hon W.N. Stretch: Do you have any replies from SenawT Faulkner?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: I have the odd one.
Hon W.N. Stretch: The ARC and CALM approved that memorandum of understanding
which approved the logging plans.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: It is correct chat certain logging plans have been signed, but they also
contained certain conditions which have not been checked because no assessment has
been made. Dr Shea believes assessments are a waste of money, even though they are
part of the agreement. No pre-logging surveys have been carried out, because the CEO
of CALM seems to have an antipathy to thenm. In a submission from the Pemberton
Tourist Operators Association sent to Senator Faulkner, I make note of the following
points under the section headed "Forest management" -

As an industry we are faced with conflicting information on what old growth
forest resources remain. Maps published by CALM in 1992 (Appendix 1) show
areas of old growth forests where there were wetlands, sand dunes, and lakes on
maps previously published in 1986. (Appendix 2). Let us assure you there is no
old growth forest in these wetlands, lakes and sand dunes. The 1992 maps are
clearly false. We are concerned that CALM is misrepresenting the actual forest
estate, as there is definitely a great deal less old growth forest than that indicated
by their 1992 map. It is very difficult therefore, for us as an industry to determine
our resource requirements when we cannot ascertain with certainty what resource
remains. Clearly an independent ground survey must be undertaken to quantify
what old growth forest actually exists.

I have those maps with me and I will seek leave to table them lacer. I can say with rent
certainty that, although CALM has defended its maps - I do not know how many
members have seen it - one of them shows a large area of old growth virgin forest.
CALM used this map in a number of ways.
Firstly, it showed the map to Tos Barnett when he was making a decision on how much
forest should remain in this State. It was a deliberate attempt by CALM to mislead Tos
Barnett in his assessment. The map was also shown to the Pemberton Tourist Operators
Association when it asked for a map on which to base its future tourist needs.
Unfortunately for the CALM officer who had shown the map to that association, those
people had a good knowledge of the area. In fact, CALM stated that the other map was
drawn by an inexperienced cartographer. I took the liberty of seeking out that
cartographer. He turned out to be not so inexperienced. He told me that thus map was
not accurate. It had very little of the old regrowth forest that is claimed by the
Department of Conservation and Land Management to be on it. In fact, 1 went to certain
area on the map to check out who was correct. I went to the area called the Yeagerup
dunes. Many members may be aware of the area. On the map I have the area is entitled
"Dunes" and is mapped in yellow. On this map which CALM claims to be correct are
old growth forests. Anyone who has been there knows that is simply not true. It is a con.
Hon keg Davies: They produced the map?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Yes. The Department of Conservation and Land Management
produced the map on which people were expected to make decisions about investing their
money in tourism. They also gave it to Tos Barnett to make a decision on how much cut
in the forest should be allowed. It is a disgraceful deception.
Hon keg Davies: Did the cartographer say who authorised the map?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: I did not ask him, but I shall do so on behalf of Hon Reg Davies at a
later date.
Hon W.N. Stretch: What area was put on the Yeagerup dunes?
Hon L.A. SCOTT: I do not know. I will table the maps, if I anm given permission to do
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so, so that members can look at diem later. The foxes: management section of the
document states -

We have no confidence in CALM's executive and their management of the forest.
We feel their practices cake no account of our industry. Where CALM has
implemented changes in relation to our industry there has repeatedly been no
consultation with us. For example -

1 ) Implementation of selectively applied National Park fees.
I have heard Dr Shea talk about one of those incidents where the industry was opposed to
the fee payable to look at the Gloucester tree. No fees were imposed to look a: other
trees further down the road. There was no infrastructure and operators could not provide
a service to tourists in that area. Building of the bietenaltee is also covered in the
report, as are -

3) Attempted closure of the Gloucester Tree (Pemberton's highest profile
attraction, both nationally and internationally.)

4) A tree top walk being sponsored by CALM in an area with almost no
tourism infrastructure

5) Clear felling to the road edge of Calcup Road which was a nominated
tourist drive.

CALM was asked to ensure that the road, which was a nominated tourist drive, would be
left forested. The people were told that that would be the case. No: too long afterwards,
it was clear felled right to the edge of the road.
Hon W.N. Stretch: Was it felled right to or almost to the road?
Hon I.A. SCOTT: I said that it was right to the edge of the road. On a number of
occasions - I wish I had time to obtain this detail from the Estimates Committee
transcripts - Dr Shea has said that people go to see the forests that are not old growth. He
is not the only person who has said that. I have a report which says that people have been
saying that for some time. The Britton report contains similar statements. If required, I
will also table this report for members' information. The report entitled the "Independent
Committee of Enquiry into Forest Resources and Values", in part, states -

The main concerns about forest tourism are (i) the need for increased emphasis on
the primary attraction of the region ... (ii) complete lack of security of purpose
for the various categories of so-called reserves, (iii) minimal planning for or
acknowledgement of the growth of tourism and (iv) lack of permanently reserved
area of mature forest in proximity to tourist centres of sufficient size to absorb
anticipated tourist pressure.

In the section entitled "Tourism" the document states -

The author has been joint proprietor of the Pemberton Art Gallery since October
1984, and since then has concerned himself with the tourist industry.
He has taken the trouble to speak to many of the thousands who have passed
through the gallery since he took over, and data so obtained forms part of the
basis of this report.
He has had previous experience in the fields of banking and commerce and has
also extensive interviewing and statistical analysis experience with the
Commonwealth Employment Service, and is thus well equipped to analyse the
data which has been presented to him.

The aims in the report were to define the tourist attractions of the area; to establish where
the attracbions are; to report on visitor numbers in the area; to compare trends in existing
industries; to assess the future value of tourism in the area; to express the concerns of
local tourist operators; and to make recommendations regarding local tourism. Initially
he looked at what were the main tourist attractions. The report goes on to say that the
southern region has the highest percentage of Eastern States visitors over afl other forest
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regions. This is the Manjimup Shire, the kingdom of karri, as he calls it. The report
continues -

Further the survey states: "This higher value of interstate visitation can be linked
to the National importance of the karri forest as a scenic resource".
This was confirmed overwhelmingly by the Karri Tourist Train Survey ... to
which 714 passengers responded, the vast majority, and especially those from the
city and overseas opting for "natural forest" as the main attraction.
It is therefore clear that the Karri forest is the attraction of this area.
However, further definition is required to distinguish between naturally occurring
Kerri forest and man-generated re-growth forest.

The report goes on to look at that issue. It continues -

Since October 1984, the writer has been canvassing tourists as to what they came
to the area expecting to see, and which areas fulfilled their expectations.
Many thousands since then have been directed to see the 100 year forest, an area
of 120 year old even-aged Kerrn re-growth - and the Warren National Park -
which is virgin Karri or the Hawke Block, also virgin Kern.
In this rime, although many stated that the 100 year forest is "interesting" and
even "beautiful", notflon tourist canvassed has found amy comparison to virgin
Karri forests after seeing both areas.
This fact is also reinforced by the submissions from the President (and past
Secretary-Manager) of the Pemberton-Northcliffe Tourist Bureau ... the
operators of Forest Looge ... and the proprietor of the Pemberton Caravan Park.

[Quorum formed]I
Hon J.A. SCOfl: I cannot repeat the wonds which were given to me over the telephone
in response to my query about the tourism industry's statement that people came to see
old growth forests - Dr Shea had said that many people go to see new forests, the
100 year old forests. I suppose the closest definition of the response would be that it was
a lot of hot bovine excrement. That should be clear. It was stared that he did not know
what he was talking about.
1 do not want to go through the many examples, but they indicate clearly that people want
to see old growth kerrn retained. The submission goes on to consider the potential for
tourism. It compares that with the timber industry in respect of employment and future
growth. The submission reads -

As a tourist industry we receive constant feedback from visitors to our region of
which there are over 300 000 annually, that the key attraction to the area is the old
growth forests. Clearly we all feel that the cornerstone of the Pemberton tourism
industry is old growth forests. Again this is reinforced by the global trend that
nature based tourism is the largest growth area in tourism.
There appears to be little doubt that long term sustainable economic growth in our
region will be based around tourism. We do not believe that current forestry
practice is sustainable and as such, old growth forests are under serious threat.
This being the case, the loss of these forests will seriously restrict the ability of
tourism to expand in the future.
On the other hand, tourism is a much more sustainable industry, with a much
lower impact on the environment. It must still be acknowledged that there is a
finite number of visitors able to visit a forest before degradation occurs. Our
concern is that insufficient old growth forest remains to enable all of the future
visitors to see and walk through these forests without degrading them. We do not
want to see the time when visitor numbers are restricted so as to protect remaining
old growth forest. For example, Yosemite National Park in California is
300 OOOHa and now has to restrict visitor numbers to preserve the environment.
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(The original karri forest in the South West of WA was only ever 200,OOOHa, and
much of that has now been logged.) Even if no further old growth forest was
logged, we feel that the remaining forest may already be inadequate for the futur
expansion of tourism.
Employment
Current employment wrends show employment in the timber industry declining,
while employment in tourism has expanded by 600% over the past eight years ...
Capital investment in tourism in Pemnberton has risen from $3Omillion to
$46million in the last two years. This growth alone generates a large amount of
spin off employment for builders and tradespersons etc. Significant future capital
expenditure currently conmnitted. This kind of capital expenditure does not rely
on imported technologies or processes, but is instead very labour intensive. in
other words, investment in tourism directly creates jobs. Investment in resource
exploitive industries generally employs technology at the cost of jobs.

The tourism figures are very interesting. More people in Pemberton are employed in the
tourist industry than in the timber industry, but most interesting axm the graphs in the
document. I would like to table these documents so that members can look at them.
They are rather startling because each reflects almost the reverse of the other. While
forest resources have been taken at the higher level than at the beginning of the period
1969-1970 through to 1993, employment in the timber industry has plummeted
spectacularly, as have the number of mills that operate in the south west. Tourism has
taken the opposite track. I urge members to take a close look at the figures.
We are not multi-using our forests wisely. The Departnent of Conservation and Land
Management is not managing our resources properly. To take another tack on multi-use,
it does not mean only people making money. Our forests can be used for recreational
purposes and other pursuits. For instance, forests are important for honey production. I
believe that karri forests have the best type of vegetation in the world for apiarists. Many
people camp out in the forest close to Balingup which includes 132 hectares of old
growth forest. That area of old growth forest would keep a woodchip mill going for one
and a third days, and a sawmill going for between seven and 14 days.
Hon W.N_ Stretch: What timber will they chip from there?
H-on J.A. SCOTT: It will be marri. I have a complete list of those activities, and I can
provide the member with that information. One hundred per cent of the marri growth
will be used for woodchip. It is an interesting proposition that not one piece of mai s
suitable for anything other than woodchipping.
Hon W.N. Stretch: You are wrong. The best matr logs will be taken for sawmilling. I
have been to the mill.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: I have the program for the forests. I have shown this document to
Hon Bob Thomas. He can verify it. No marri trees will be used for anything but
woodchips. This information comes from a CALM document.
Hon W.N. Stretch: Do you know that any miller can claim any log from the chip landing
and take it for sawmilling?
Hon LA. SCOTT: This is another example of mismanagement by CALM
Hon W.N. Stretch: You are wrong again. You are locked into the wrong side.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: The people who should be locked up are those who propagate the
myth that only residue is chipped. It is a lie. I do not mind repeating that statement
outside because it is true. How many members in this House who live in the south west
have seen crowns and branches on trucks going to the woodehip mills?
A Government member: They are economical to transport.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Bunnings Ltd put out literature showing people using crowns for
woodchip, even though the Minister for the Environment stated that only residue would
be used. I refer now to statements made by Mr Minson regarding the use of our forests.
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He stated that a certain section of the forest would be prime furniture, timber, some would
be structural timber and smaller cuts and biodegradable elements would go to specialty
manufacturers of furniture and fine wood items. Mr Minson also stated that what used to
be left in the forest and burnt can now be chipped, and that some of the more hi-tech
mills have found uses for the bark. T1hat is not to say the odd pile of timber has not been
burning for two or three years. Mr Minson stated that apart from the sawdust, they had
achieved 100 per cent utilisation of the timber they take.
Hon W.N. Stretch: Even the sawdust is used in the more modem mills.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: That may be one mill; it is not the case with the larger mills. I will
take Hon Bill Stretch down to any number of blocks and show him that that residue lies
in the forest and is burnt.
Hon W.N. Stretch: Anything that is too smal to cart economically, of course, is left.
Anything that is economic will be pulled out.
Hon L.A. SCOTT: I have talked with the sawmillers who took part in those operations.
Hon Wit. Stretch: Some of them are good mates of mine.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: A sawmiller who took part in the Britain report told me that at one
stage there was one grade of block where small sawmillers could not get to use the state
forest karri and mai logs because they were being used for chips. That is even though
our forest policy is that we should use only round wood to make up the numbers, so to
speak, and to use this residue. That is not happening. Tony Drake operates a mill just
out of Manjimup. I recall his campaign against CALM to fight for better use of our
forest resources. Even though in the Estimates Committee Dr Shea took the credit for
changing chat policy, CALM was pushed into that change by political pressure from
people like Tony Drake. An experiment was conducted to prove Tony Drake's statement
that good timber that could be made into sawn timber was going through the chip.mills.
This was denied by all and sundry.
Hon W.N. Stretch: When was that? I've supported Tony Drake's cause.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: I spoke to him recently, and he told me about that. A 1986
submission preceded the change in the policy on log use. The experiment involved logs
which had gone through the full process of grading at the Diamond chip mill and which
were set to be chips. They were taken from that mill to the Middlesex mill. These chip
logs were sawed and the mill recovered 31 per cent of the volume, with timber lengths
ranging over nine different sections and sizes in multiple lengths. These were then sold
on the open market in competition with Bun fings. From that point on, having proved
there was a huge waste of resource, CALM was forced to allow the small millers to come
in on the act. Even so. it was these millers who asked for more gradings than were
catered for at that point.
Mr Thomas: That was salvage.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Premium grade lots are taken away and assessed by sawmillers, and
they pay $80 a cubic meter for these logs. Bunnings relies on its monopoly and gets its
premium logs for $35, so it is being subsidised by these small mills. Thai is hardly a
level playing field. The small mills are being robbed.
Mr Thomas: That reflects some of the costs of Runnings putting in the road
infrastructur.
Eon L.A. SCOTT: Does it?
1-on W.N. Stretch: Bunnings carries a huge amount of the overheads.
Hon l.A. SCOTT: I also heard Dr Shea explain in the Estimates Committee why the
auction system is no good. These millers also told me that CALM messed up that
process because it auctioned like nobody else anywhere in the world. It insisted on huge
job lots, and it included an out by saying that any miller who paid a high price for those
logs could then say he wanted only a portion of thenm, and the second bidder would be
required to pick up the rest of the logs. To show how ridiculous that was, a couple of
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millers conducted an experiment. They pushed up the price of logs to a ridiculous poinr,
and then said that they only wanted two logs out of a huge job lot, and the Second person
was required to pay for a very large amount. In the end he was given that lot because of
the embarrassment it caused CALM.
Hon A.J.G. MacTiernan: McCarrey had something to say about their prices.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: He said they are far too low, and they are. Another problem in
multiple use forest relates to people's needs, which are not being met by CALM. I refer
to people living in Bridgetown. At the moment, the forests that surround Bridgetown
occupy 50 per cent of the shire; that is, some 100 000 hectares. In the next 10 years
97 per cent of chat forest will be cleared using the Bradshaw silviculture prescription or
the heavy cut method. During the last election campaign the Liberal Party was very
concerned about this area because of the salinity of the Blackwood River.
Hon W.N. Stretch: Is the member referring to Hester block?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: The blocks that will be cleared include Nelson, Thornton, Corbal,
Netic, Mersea, Warrup, Carter, Dudijup, Canterick, Yornup. Walcott, Hester, Yanmab
and Kingston. A small section of Hester will be left. What happens to the amenity for
those people in Bridgetown? What happens to the tourism potential for that town and to
the farmers whose properties are becoming saine? What about future generations? How
is that multi-use?
Hon E.J. Chariton: They will be going long after you and I are gone.
Hon LA. SCOTT: This Government has no idea what ecology means, let alone multi-
use.
Hon W.N. Stretch: Has Hon Jim Scott sat down with CALM and gone through its
logging plans step by step? One of those steps is an assessment of salinity.
Hon j.A. SCOTT: More experienced people than me have gone through CALM's logs.
They sat down with CALM.
Hon W.N. Stretch: I can arange that for the member. He might learn something.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: The people advising me have done that, and I trust their explanations.
Hon W.N. Stretch: [ suggest the member does not do that. I suggest he miusc his own
eyes and sit down with some professional assessors.
Hon J.A. SCOTTr: I have looked for myself, and in many of those instances the people
have been right and CALM has been wrong. I mentioned the maps. Hon Bill Stretch
must have visited Yagerup dunes. I do not know how many trees Hon Bill Stretch saw,
but I did not see any. I have photographs and videos of that area if Hon Bill Stretch
wants to see them. I am happy to bring them along for anybody to see, because it is an
utter disgrace that such a deception has taken place. The Liberal Party's environmental
statement states that in relation to the historic save the Blackwood River program states
that the Blackwood, the largest river within the South West Land Division, is among the
most highly salinated rivers in the State, especially in the eastern areas. It states that its
sainity level has increased threefold in 50 years; a fact which prompts one scientist to
call it an environmental catastrophe.
In order to reduce the sainity in the Blackwood River, 97 per cent of the Bridgetown
area is to be cleared -

Hon W.N. Stretch: Correction; it is to be logged. It will not be cleared.
Hon I.A. SCOTT: Perhaps I need to explain what heavy cut selection is. Heavy cut
selection means the required logs are taken and the rest are poisoned until there are no
old trees left.
Hon W.N. Stretch: Until you have a high producing growth.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: It is then burnt. What CALM in its best 1984 manner calls a normal
forest is planted to take the place of the natural forest; however, it is anything but a
normal forest. It has lost all the ecological value it ever had. It certainly does not have
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the potential in chat size of forest to stop the salinity problem. I thought Hon Bill Stretch
would have a bit more sympathy for his farming compatriots than to allow a process that
will put many of them out of business.
Hon W.N. Stretch: It won't put anyone out of business theme because the salt comes
predominantly from the casters hinterland.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: The EPA said that that area should not be cleared, chat the Hester
block should remain, and that at the very least a 200 to 300 year rotation should be used
to selectively log that area. The Bradishaw silviculture prescription is a total nonsense. I
have seen the Bradishaw prescription used in an area which the director of CALM would
be pleased to know is named after Lane-Poole; the Lane-Poole Road and the Lane-Poole
block. It is Lane-Poole 23 from memory. I was taken cheat by another tourist operator to
show me the damage CALM caused in that block. The jarrah forest in that section had
been clear felled. The bulldozers had pushed their way through the casuarinas, right
through the streamn reserves, smashing down every last vestige of vegetation on the block.
It cleared the stream reserves and all. It was a coral abomination. That block did not
regenerate. CALM returned to the area some years later and planted karri trees. They
are not doing all that well.
Hon W.N. Stretch: In which year was that done?
Hon L.A. SCOTT: I am not sure in which year the damage was done.
Hon W.N. Stretch: Was it 10 or 20 years ago?
Hon JLA. SCOTT: I do not think it was that long ago. The damage was done about the
time the people were hrying to save the Crowea block in the State forest in that area.
Many people believe CALM created the block in that way in revenge on the people who
used that area for their own tourism operations. The person who told me that said he had
received abusive telephone calls from members of CALM on that matter.
Hon W.N. Stretch: Did he say who the director was?
Hon L.A. SCOTT: It was not the present director.
Hon W.N. Stretch: Then it is going back a bit.
Hon L.A. SCOTT: A submission by the people from Bridgetown clearly highlights the
stupidity of what is going on there at the moment. Mary Frith, who lives in Bridgetown,
in reply to Hon Kevin Minson, on behalf of the people who were concerned about the
wiping out of 97 per cent of the shire's forests in 10 years -

Hon W.N. Stretch: I suggest you drop that. That is totally misleading, totally erroneous,
and totally false.
Hon LA. SCOTT: Itris totally, utterly true.
Hon W.N. Stretch: It will be selectively logged. There will be a lot of timber left there.
Hon L.A. SCO'IT: It will be cut by the heavy cut selection method.
Hon W.N. Stretch: And there will be a lot of timber left there.
Hon L.A. SCOTT: What will be left will be burn buffers which will burned after a
period, and eventually chat area will be logged.
Hon WY. Stretch: Yes, as the other regenerates.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: That Hon Bill Stretch expects an area that is constantly burned to
continue to carry the biological capacity it once had is beyond rue. He has no
understanding of ecology.
Hon W.N. Stretch: I have lived within 25 miles of the area for 40 years.
Hon l.A. SCOTT: What are we to get out of this wonderful operation? A report on the
financial operations of CALM by Andrew Johnston makes a number of startling findings.
Probably the worst is the debt CAL-M has accumulated in its forest industry section. The
report states that Byron calculated the annual revenue of CALM and the forest
depainent on the basis of annual operating expenditure. It indicates that Byron's
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calculations show that by 1989 CALM and the forest department bad an accumulated net
loss of $443 647 320. Updating the data in Byron's total to 1993 discloses an
accumulated net loss of $568 744 877. That is a staggering amount of money to be lost.
Hon W.N. Stretch: Is any of that attached to plantation forward spending and the joint
venture projects?
Hon I.A. SCOTT: There is a further debt in the capital program. The report further
states that it may be concluded on the basis of CALM's accumulated loss of $569m and
its consistent annual operating losses that such losses are a long term financial
occurrence. Thbis long term trend shows no indication of improving. It indicates that the
figure of $569m represents the overall loss to the consolidated fund from forestry
operations since 1927; an unrecoverable loss to the State. The report also states that of
the $569mi of accumulated losses of CALM and the forest department since 1927, CALM
has lost approximately $268m on annual operations since 1985-86. That is a staggering
loss.
Hon WYN. Stretch: That was when the Labor Party fanned it,
Hon J.A. SCOTT: That is very poor management. I do not care who did it. Mr Johnston
further states that CALM's failure to cover costs on its forest resource management plan
must be considered alongside the fact that even if CALM operates to break even, no
money is paid for the timber. He suggests that in this case if CALM recovers only the
cost of managing and extracting the resource, effectively no value is placed on the timber
itself; and, furthermore, that CALM takes no account of the depreciation of the forest
resource. He says that no consideration is given to the non-wood forest values foregone
by continuing to remove the timber resource; the effect is such that the industry is faced
with royalty prices too low by CALM to secure even cost recovery. He also says that, in
this situation, the quantifiable size of the public subsidy from which industry benefits is
at least equivalent to CALM's annual operating losses. CALM's overall operating losses
on the FRMP may be artibuted to insufficient royalty prices. Further, he says that
considering the annual losses on the FRMP, CALM has failed to set royalties high
enough to guarantee either cost recovery or a retum on money invested into the FRMP.
In this case, CALM's annual losses plus the rate of return foregone are unquantifiable
except by comparison to returns on other investments which represents a direct subsidy
to the wood and wood products industry at public expense.
Financially. CALM is in a terrible mness. In fact, during the discussion on the CALM
estimates, Mr Minson and Dr Shea acknowledged the very large debt that was still held
by CALM. Mr Johnston pointed out that at some point, debt had been wiped off by some
method that had not been written into any of the documents that he had read. Dr Shea
said about the debt that his biggest worry is that before the department starts its
consolidated revenue budget, it has an $18m commitment in interest and repayments. He
said that was reaching the stage where it could have a big impact on all the things CALM
does, particularly in the areas of conservation. He later denied he said that when I asked
why it should be particularly conservation when the debt had come from the forestry area
of operations. I have quite a lot more to say that is important.

[Leave denied for the member's time to be extended.
Hon W.N. Stretch: I ask the member to table the documents to which he referred.
Hon L.A. SCOTT: I table the documents.
[See papers No 472.]
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Doug Wenn.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (No 4)
Second Reading

Resumed from 13 September.
HON T.G. BUTLER (East Metropolitan) [20.43 pm]: I take the opportunity on this
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Bill of raising a matter that came to my attention recently. An article appeared in the
Sunday Times early in September under an editorial which was entitled "Crisis looms for
planet Earth". I am not a regular reader of the Sunday Times and would not recommend
it to anybody as a good newspaper by any stretch of the imagination. However, I would
recommend this article as almost compulsory reading. It contains a very disturbing
statistic. During a recent United Nations population conference in Cairo, one million
people died and three million babies were born. That imbalance certainly flags danger
for planet Earth. If it is not checked, it will create enormous problems for us. A further
statistic contained in the article was that if world population growth is not brought under
control, it would double by 2050 from today's world population figure of 5.6 billion.
The figures certainly are of great concern. As a consequence, the Cairo conference of the
United Nations is significant. I am not totally aware of the findings of that conference or
what resolutions or recommendations came from it. However, no matter what the
conclusions of the conference are, it wI have to take into consideration traditional
opposition to divorce and family planning which will make it very difficult for it to
achieve any reduction in population growth, especially in third world countries where
that growth is out of control already. There is a need for Governments throughout the
world and for churches to look at outdated attitudes on birth control and abortion.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Do you support abortion?
Hon T.G. BUTLER: Yes, and in your case I would make it retrospective.
Hon Tom Helm: That is one for us.
Hlon T.G. BUTLER: Yes, I am an old Cough disciple.
Unless we take on these problems, we will continue to condemn millions and millions of
people in third world countries to lives of misery and poverty. I have nine grandchildren
and could probably be accused of adding to population growth problems. However, for
some time I have been deeply concerned about the future facing them in the next century.
The twentieth century has been the fastest developing of all centuries. It has brought
about greater prosperity for some and a reasonably affluent society for most of us in this
country. Despite that and the galloping technological progress which has occurred, we
have never been able to provide, over any great length of time, a job for everyone who
wants one.
Hon E.J. Charlton: How do you deal with a situation of abortions taking place in
countries, which according to your standard, do not need them, although the other places
which do require them are not doing them? You just said that you believed in abortions.
I am telling you that abortions are not occurring in the third world countries, only in
developed countries.
Hon T.G. BUTLER: What an amazing conclusion! Are members not glad we have the
Minister in the Chamber?
Several members interjected.
Hon T.G. BUTLER: If the Minister has a fixation with abortions, we will talk about it
later. I have only 38 minutes and 48 seconds to speak.
Hon E.J. Charlton. I do not think you will need it.
Hon Tom Helm: With the Minister's help, he will.
Hon T.G. BUTLER: Unfortunately, unless we learn to develop our own manufacturing
capabilities rather than depending on technologies made overseas and imported, we will
not be able to provide full employment We will continue to see technology taking jobs
from famnilies, and certainly the young. I seriously worry about the future of my
grandchildren.
Hon E.J Charlton: I would worry too if I were your grandchild.
Hon T.G. BUTLER: That is not bad for the Minister this late at night; he should shut his
other eye and I will complete my speech sooner.
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I worry for my grandchildren as they will spend most of their lives in the next century. I
worry about the effects of population growth, if we can believe the effects outlined in the
Sunday Times. I do not refer particularly to this country, although a recent decision of
the Government - with which I agree, incidentally - to introduce water rationing indicates
that future Governments will have trouble providing services to an increasing population.
Of course, we must make some hard decisions regarding the planning of our economies.
'These decisions should be separate from political bias, and should aim at bringing these
problems under control.
Ihe pressure from third world countries on the rest of the world will increase if we do not
consider the problems of population growth and the need to bring it under control. I paid
a gret deal more attention to the article in the Sunday Times when I read an article in a
Canadian magazine called MacLean's. This is part of the Contrad Black stable, so we
could not be accused of using any red or pink orientated information. The article was
titled 'Apocalypse When?" The first couple of paragraphs of the article magnify the
problem the world must confront through planning, and education programs proposed by
the Cairo conference. I shall quote sections of the article, as we must understand the
impact of these problems. It is written by Paul Kaihia. I have no information about him,
so I guess the information he imparts can be questioned. Nevertheless, he raises the
subject for argument. The article reads -

Looking down on Kenya's crime-ridden Mathare Valley, eight kilomnetres from
downtown Nairobi, a visitor sees a dense mishmash of one-room shacks made
from scrap wood, garbage bags and cardboard stretching out in every direction to
the horizon. Locals call the vast shantytown "the valley": a hell's kitchen of
humanity that is a gruesome affront to any standard of individual dignity. Home
to perhaps 300 000 Africans - no one knows for sure - "the valley" has no
electricity, no running water and no sanitation system. Instead of roads, the
shacks ame arranged along a desperate maze of rat-infested laneways, strewn with
garbage and the feces of children too afraid to use the rickety and highly
contaminated pit latrines. During the six-month rainy season, the lanes turn into
rivers of mud and sewage.
As incredible as it may sound, thousands of people elect to move to the Kenyan
capital's largest slum each year because it is better than where they were living
before. The migrants are mostly members of the Luo tribe. There is no food, or
room, for them in their homeland in the province of Nyanza, a four-hour drive
west of Nairobi. The farmers there cannot keep up with the country's average
birth rate of 6.3 children per woman - 3 1/2 times higher than in Canada. Almost
all of the arable land is under cultivation, and as scavengers clear more bushland
in search of wood for fuel, once-fertile soil is being ravaged by erosion and cheap
but toxic pesticides, many of which are banned in developed countries. Every
day, more tattered refugees of hunger and ecological degradation arrive in
Nairobi's Mathere Valley, its chaotic boundaries eating up several square
kilometres of bushland each year like a spreading cancer.

This indicates the problem we face. It is occurring on a daily basis. Researchers say that
the migration shift into the valley is only a microcosm of what will happen across Latin
America, Asia and Africa with increasing ferocity in coming years because of the huge
population growth and shrinking resources.
In this climate 180 nations met in conference in Cairo. A central agenda item for the
conference was the 20 year scheme to spend $1 l0b to provide women in developing
countries with better access to contraception, health care and schools. Unfortunately, the
Pope and senior Catholic officials - I speak with due respect to Catholics - around the
world attacked the conference, accusing the United Nations of conspiring to sanction
abortion as a means of family planning in the third world nations. I think this is what the
Minister was alluding to.
Hon EJ. Charlton: I agree.
Hon T.G. BUTLER: Muslim lawyers filed a suit against the Egyptian Government for
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agreeing to host the conference in Cairo. Whether the conference's outcomes will be
achieved, we do not know, especially in the face of the opposition from the Catholic
Church and Muslims. Some people believe that it is too little, too late. The question of
how many people the earth can support is now at the top of the international agenda. It
would be more constructive for the Catholic Chuirch and the Muslims to be part of
finding a solution than to attack the conference and the people involved for at least
discussing the problem. There is no doubt that if we cannot find a way of controlling the
problem, we will see increasing anarchy in the third world. As refugees attempt to cross
into the industrialised west, will we allow that problem to proliferate by shutting them
out or will we open the gates and take dhe strain of that third world population growth
and thereby cause stress for countries like Australia? We need to drop our self-righteous
attitudes about this matter, and the negative religious bodies need to come into the 21st
century and recognise that there is a problem to which the world will have to face up
sooner or later.
I am concerned about my grandchildren and about the millions of people in the third
world who are being left to their ever increasing population growth and t associated
misery. One of the goals of the Cairo conference was to lower the avenage birth rate of
3.3 children per woman to about 2 children per woman, which would still mean that the
world's population growth would peak at 7.8 billion by the year 2050. That is a lot better
than 10 billion.
The article contains some excellent statistics about population growth. It states - -

During most of recorded history, the world's population grew by less than one per
cent a year, in part because of shorter lives and high infant mortality rates. But
with the advent of modem medicine, agriculture and food distribution, average
life expectancies worldwide have jumped to 66 years now, from 46in 1950. As a
result, the world's population - which stood at about one billion in 1800 - is now
increasing by that number every 10 years.

I guess those statistics can be challenged; nonetheless they indicate a real problem.
Another obstacle in the way of the success of the countries who were involved in the
Cairo conference is the attitude of conservative economists, who claim there is no crisis.
The article continues -

While the steep rise in the world's population in the last half of the 20th century
has brought calls for zero, or even negative, population growth, many
conservative economists insist that there is no crisis over the Earth's ability to
support the expected increase. Nicknamed "cornucopians," -

Before Hon Derrick Tomlinson asks whether I know what a cornucopian is -
Hon Derrick Tomlinson: I thought you were going to tell me!
Hon T.G. BUTLER: I did not know, but I asked someone in the library, who looked it up
in the dictionary.
Hon Derrick Tomlinson: I thought it was tropical cornucopia!
Hon T.G. BUTLER: I think it fits the description of Bon Ross Lighd'oot actually.
Cornucopia is the symbol of fruitfulness and plenty; the horn of plenty; in art, a goat's
horn overflowing with flowers, fruit and corn. Cornucopia pertains to an overflowing
abundance, so I guess we are talking about rich people.
[Quorum formed.]
Hon T.G. BUTLER: The article continues -

- they argue that the international market will always find a substitute product or
a new technology to circumvent shortages of particular resources. A case in point
is copper in the 1970s, some environmentalists predicted that the metal would be
in short supply in the 1990s. Instead, there is a glut of copper and prices have
plummeted because fibre-optic cable and plastic piping have replaced copper in
many uses.
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As for crowded slums and food shortages in the developing world, the
cornucopians point out that couples tend to have fewer children as their incomes
nise. Economist Michael Walker of the Fraser Institute, a conservative Vancouver
think-tank, says that the key is to increase the productivity of farmers like those in
Kenya's Nyanza province. That can be accomplished, he says, by protecting
property rights so that farmers can take out loans and invest in tools and crops.
Walker adds that the UN should concentrate on restructuring developing countries
along free-market lines rather than spending money on family planning and health
services. "Fancy having a conference on how you're going to manipulate
millions of people into having fewer babies," Walker says mockingly. "State
intervention does not work."

That is a familiar argument put forward by ostriches and people who get around with
their knuckles dragging on the ground, and by flat earth society people like some
members opposite.
Hon Bob Thomas: Obviously the rich get richer and the poor get babies.
Hon T.G. BUTLER: That is right. The article continues -

But while the general optimism of the cornucopians is comforting, it conflicts
with the rough consensus emerging among most demographers, scientists and
policy analysts involved in population and resource research. Their view is that a
high percentage of the planet's peoples are doomed to live with poverty and
violence unless population growth is dramatically reduced.

Their research does not point to the depletion of non-renewable resources like oil as the
problem. Rather, they say that the earth's biosphere can only produce enough renewable
resources - food, fresh water and fish - to sustain two billion people at a standard of
living equal to that in Europe. Further research reveals that even if the United Nations'
population target of 7.8 billion people were met, world food production would have to
triple in the next 55 years for every inhabitant to have an adequate diet.
Several members interjected.
Hon T.G. BUTLER: One of the reasons that we will never solve the problem is that the
flat earthers on that side of the Chamber consider this to be a massive joke. Perhaps they
should take seriously their positions as politicians in this Stare. They prefer to find a
great deal of mirth in situations where people are suffering, and I hope they enjoy
themselves. I would rather concern myself with what is going on in the world and what
can be done to correct the problems it is encountering. Members opposite can have their
fun - they are all getting around with their knuckles dragging on the ground like a group
of Neanderthals. The research I have reveals that if the United Nations figure of
7.8 billion people is reached, the world's food production will have to triple in the next
55 years to provide every human being on this earth with the opportunity to have an
adequate diet. Half the land on this earth is suitable for agriculture and most of it already
has been exploited. Many of the benefits of the green revolution which boosted crop
yields with irrigation, fertiliser and pesticides have already been realised with such
unwelcome side effects as nutrient depletion, pollution and water shortages. The
cornucopian solutions are not likely to stave off a disaster, but more than likely they will
add to the problem- Those solutions are coming to pass now.
The problem of world population growth will not be taken seriously unless the free
market controls the problem. Researchers at the University of Toronto believe that the
recent upheavals in Somalia, Mexico and Rwanda are examples of scarcity conflicts. It is
believed that these conflicts will intensify as ever-growing populations compete for an
ever-dwindling supply of food, land, water and fuel. A wealth of research has been
undertaken on the feeding of the ever increasing population. The only solution is for all
nations and churches to come together with their hard line attitudes firmly put to one
side. Perhaps the coniucopians and the Pope are right, and the Canadian researchers are
a bunch of chicken lickens who are running around saying that the sky will. fall in.
Perhaps a problem is developing and it needs to be investigated.
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I visited China in 1984 at a time when it played a major pant in the world's population
growth. At that rime it had nearly one-third of the world's population and 7 per cent of
the world's arabie land. The Chinese Government realised chat if China was to survive
its population growth had to be stemmed and the only way to do that was to introduce
family planning. Each family was allowed one child, and that is not a healthy situation.
A child should not grow up as an only child, doted on by his parents and two sets of
grandparents, with no ocher children to compete with for affection. It certainly slowed
down the population growth in China, but not to the extent that the Government wanted.
However, it was sufficient to allow China to become a senior player in the world
economy. The population growth is still a major concern of the Chinese Government.
The United Nations wants to distribute contraceptives more widely and to reach women
how to improve their health by spacing out their pregnancies. Along with the Catholic
Church and the Muslims, in many African cultures there are men who want large families
as a testament to their virility.
Hon E.J. Charlton: You have frequently commented about the Catholic Church and the
Muslims and you have indicated that they are in favour of large families. They are not.
Hon T.G. BUTLER: Is the Minister saying that the Catholics are nor in favour of large
families?
Hon E.J. Charlton: They are not.
Hon T.G. BUTLER:, Ido not recall saying that the Catholic Church is in favour of large
families. The men in many African cultures want a large family to ensure that they are
cared for in their old age.
According to an East African merchant quoted in the article I referred to earlier, sex is
one of the few forms of recreation available to the poor. HeI said there was not much to
do after dark when there is no electricity and the wood fire has burned out. If we
continue to turn our back on this problem it will increase.
Hon Derrick Tomnlinson: That could be a solution.
Hon T.O. BUTLER: The Cairo conference has taken on a major task. It must cope with
many attiudes from various cultures and if the problem can be solved it will take years.
The attitude of churches and the half-hearted move to implement family planning by the
Vatican will nor help the situation. Another group of people opposed to the Cairo
conference comprised United States black activists who called it an attempt to westernise
the developing world. This adds to the real problem that the conference will have in
finding a solution to the problem. The article to which I referred stares -

'These family-planning policies are designed to hold off the decreasing
proportion of white people in the world at the expense of black people," declares
Conrad Worrill, a professor of history and education at Northeastern Illinois
University in Chicago and Head of the National Black United Front. "This is a
campaign of cultural genocide by the west." That view is echoed by a group of
African Catholic bishops who published a letter in Zimbabwe last month insisting
that it was wrong for rich nations to deprive poor families of the right to have
children: "On the contrary, the duty of the rich is to create an economically
secure climate and future for the disadvantaged.'

I suggest char Conrad Worrill should not hold his breath expecting a resolution to the
problemn on that basis. Although supporting the Cairo conference blue print, researchers
believe it does not go far enough. The goal should be to reduce the world's population,
not to slow its growth. I am relying heavily on the information contained in this article,
with which I was impressed. I believe we will face a major problem. We have already
seen the poverty in third world countries. Ir is important that we place organisations in
those third world countries to assist wherever they can. It is up to us to evaluate their
research. Recent events in Somalia, Rwanda and Haiti would be very close to the mark.
Responsible Governments and churches and their leadens should come together urgently,
and as often as possible, to examine and monitor this problem and to find ways of solving
it. The rate that technology has developed in this century, especially the latter pmr,
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indicates to me thar it will develop at a much more rapid rare in the next century and
fewer jobs will be available to people throughout the world. As a result there will be a
great deal more poverty and misery. I recommend to Governments and churches
throughout the world that we must act as a large community to try to solve the problems
that I believe are almost out of hand now. I support the motion.

Adjournment of Debate
HON DOUG WENN (South West) (1 1.22 pm]: I move -

That the debate be adjourned until the next sitting of the House.
Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (10)
Hon TOG. Butler Hon John Halden Hon Doug Wen
Hon Kim Chance Hon AJ.O. MzcTiernan [ion Tom Helm (Teller)
Hon J.A. Cowdeli Hon Sam Piantatbsi
Hon N.D. Griffiths Hon Bob Thomnas

Noes (16)
Hon George Cash Hon P.R. Lightfoot Hon L.A. Scott
Hon E.J Charlton Hon P.H. Lockyer Hon WI'J. Stretch
Hon MJ. Criddle. Hon I.D. MacLean Hon Derrick Tomlinson
Hon DX. Donaldson Hon Murray Montgomery Hon Mwriel Pattenon (Teller)
Hon Max Evans Hon H.F. Moor
Hon Peter Foss Hon M.D. Nixon

Question thus negatived.
Debate Reswuned

HON DOUG WENN (South West) [11.26 pm]: I am not sure whether I support the
Bill. I do not think it was necessary for the House to continue to sit. Be that as it may, I
hope members are ready for breakfast.
One of the issues I have often brought to this House is waste management in Western
Australia. I will continue to bring it to this place as long as I am here because it is an
issue which should concern every member. Each day the newspapers, whether they be
the local newspapers, The West Australian or otherwise, continue to report issues about
which every Western Australian is concerned. It seems we do not want to take charge of
this. Many groups and organisations have discussed and written papers about it, but we
in this place have failed to deal with waste management in Western Australia. I do not
lumber the whole blame on this place; it reflects on all levels of government, state,
federal and local. However, it rests with us because we put the rules and regulations into
place. As I said, many documents have been printed on waste management. In the
Parliamentary library are papers almost a metre high containing reports produced in this
place about waste management, but things do not seem to go further than that. We have
a considerable amount of print, but not much action, If action had been taken in the past
we would have been able to solve the problems, not only in this State but throughout the
country.
Earlier tonight we discussed at some length how we will deal with our nuclear waste.
We talked about Kalgoorlie and the surrounding areas as possible sites for its disposal.
Even among ourselves we could not reach a decision about whether that would be the
right thing to do.
I have three concerns about waste management. The first is the medical waste, and one
can take in the nuclear or radioactive side of the issue. The second concern is about
rubbish tips, which is one of our biggest problems in this State; probably throughout my
speech I will refer 99 per cent of the time to the south west area surrounding Bunbury
that I come from and represenL The third concern, as I have already stated, is
government involvement ranging fronm federal to state and down to the local governiment

6607



sector. Incidentally, every day in the newspaper we read about something happening in
waste management. I will refer first to the medical waste situation. The South West
Times indicates the massive problems faced by hospitals disposing of needles and other
waste. Local journalists are picking up very strongly what is happening to our
environment. It does not matter how often we read the paper or have these little
committees, we still do not solve the problems. With the consent of the House I will
refer to press releases I have been able to gather over the past couple of months. The
South West Times of 6 October 1994 has the headline "Ground water at risk from medical
waste". Therein lies another problem for the future. Sooner or later this House will have
to debate water problems in Western Australia. We read in the Press that we the
legislators in this State are not talking about it at all. We leave it to a Minister to set the
terms, and as from yesterday we have seen waler restrictions imposed from 8.00 am to
8.00 pm in the city and other areas of the State. Thankfully they have not yet hit
Bunbury or other areas of the south west, mainly because, if one wants to have a lesson,
Bunbury and Busselton have their own water boards and do not come under the Western
Australia Water Authority, Maybe they have better programs;, I do not know. The article
states -

Rubbish, including tonnes of medical waste, is leaking into the groundwater at the
five-year-old regional tip at Kemerton.

The regional tip at Kemerton is a combined tip situated between Harvey and Bunbury.
Because of the break down of the recycling program set up in the south west, the tip is
being well and truly flooded with waste. If we think we have a problem now, I advise
members that in 12 months it will double. The article continues -

The Environmental Protection Department says waste is leaching but
groundwater monitoring has not shown contamination so far.

That is very good because this medical waste has only just started to be put in at
Kementon -

Kemnerton tip was not lined .. . because it was considered too costly.
There in lies another problem. We have allowed cost to be the overriding factor in
matters to do with the environment. We know that we have water problems in this State,
yet we did not go ahead with properly lining the tip, which [ understand is just a sandpit
anyway, so that any leaching into our water environment could be controlled because it
was considered too costly. The article continues -

S..the department would be recommending liners under strict new guidelines for
new country rubbish tips.

Okay, it has gone; the horse has bolted; and all of a sudden we will rectify the problem.
This tip is only five years old, and we should have known. Five years may be long ago in
politics, but in reality with new rubbish tips it was not such a long time. We should have
been lining that rubbish tip because, if anyone wants to think back, a great debate
occurred in the south west about using a blue metal tip south of Bun bury. At the end of
the day it was not used, but a major condition of its use was that it had to be lined,
whether by clay or plastic. We still did not learn that it had to be done. Now, with the
regional tip at Kemerton only five years old, we have a major problem on our hands. We
know that any of this chemical waste leaking into the drinking water in that area will
create a major problem.
Another article by Susan Brockrnan entitled 'Alarm at medical waste in Bunbury" states -

Bunbury doctors are worried about the risk of medical waste seeping into
groundwater at the regional tip at Kemerton.

These people are super concerned. You, Mr Deputy President WHon Barry House),
represent the same area, and you and I should both be concerned about this matter, as
should other members. This is not just a local issue but also an international issue. The
article by Susan Brockman follows that by Kaylene Mance, and contains similar
comments, such as -
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The Environmental Protection Department said rubbish was leaching into the
groundwater at Kemerton but tests had not shown any contamination.

If we do not take some action now, the test will indicate some contamination. It is a
serious problem in that area. The South Western Times of 13 October 1994 contains a
picture of the Bunbwry-Harvey Regional Council manager, Ian Steele, next to the tip used
for medical and other harmful waste, with the heading "Hospitals told of disposal duty".
A series of articles on medical waste were run by that newspaper, and the following
statement was made -

Health authorities have put the onus on hospital administrators to make sure
medical waste is disposed of safely.

It is all very well to pass the buck back to the source, but the source must have some
means of disposing of this waste. I would bc surprised if a similar situation existed in
Perth, with hospitals having difficulties disposing of their medical waste in appropriate
places. I hope Hon Peter Foss will pick up some of the points I make because this
problem will also arise with the new hospital planned for Bunbury. It will need to set
aside approximately $250 000 to provide equipment to dispose of syringes and other
articles that must be dealt with in a certain way. The only alternative is to dump them. It
is all very well to tell these people that their management must be better, but unless they
art given proper directions, they have nowhere to go. They cannot dump the waste. I
ask the Minister for Health to provide funds for an appropriate incinerator and facilities
that will allow hospitals from that area and down to Albany, if necessary, to dispose of
their medical waste. The newspaper article of 13 October contained the following -

"We want hospital administrators to wonry about it," public health general
manager Brian Wall said.
'"They can't think it is not their problem once it has left the hospital."
Environmental Protection Department pollution monitoring manager lain
Cameron said administrators had to be fully accountable and record the disposal
of all waste.

That is all very well, but where will they get rid of it? All the problems to which I have
alluded tonight need some direction from the Government, either with the help of the
federal department or with the assistance and advice of local government. In that same
article of 13 October the following statement was made -

New standards for country rubbish tips will include clay liners at all dumps on the
Swan Coastal Plain to prevent waste leaching into the groundwater.
The Kemerton regional rubbish tip is on the Swan Coastal Plain, but when it was
built five years ago it was considered too costly to line.

That is on the same lines as the article written by Susan Brockman. It is a matter of
concern that if no action is taken, this problem will get worse. I hope the Minister is
taking note of this and that his advisers are giving him copies of these press articles. A
further article stated under the heading "Incinerator a cost worry for planners" -

Planners of Bunbury's new regional hospital face a multi-million dollar dilemma
over an incinerator to burn medical waste.
Strict new environmental laws mean a new incinerator could cost more than
$5 million.

How far out was I? I anticipated a cost of $250 000. The EPA people suggest that the
hospital personnel should start the ball rolling. Health authorities have put the onus on
hospital authorities to dispose of the medical waste safely. Does the Minister have $5m
for the construction of that incinerator? T1he article also stated -

The hospital project control group is looking at how the expensive, on-site
incinerator could be shared with a private hospital operator. Another option is to
share the facility with other industries.
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I have no problem with that because it could be put to use in other areas. It is a matter of
user pays, and I wonder whether the Minister has considered some method of working
out a price per unit of the disposable items. The following also appeared in the article -

Public health general manager Brian Wall believes building an incinerator in the
South West would be a waste of money.

That statement was made by the same person who said hospitals must be responsible for
the disposal of their medical waste. However, when a proposal was put forward to build
an incinerator, he said it would be a waste of money. That is double, if not triple,
standards. When the hospital personnel provided a solution to the dispoal of medical
waste, Mr Wall said it was too expensive and a waste of money. He further said that he
could not see any need for it. Where does he expect these people to go? The new
hospital at Bunbwry will cost many millions of dollars to build, and the problem applies
also to Busselton, Margaret River, Harvey, Collie and so on. The major problem is that
we are not able to get together to deal with this issue. That is the crux of this waste
management problem. Mr Wall further said that they could buy a lot of health care with
that money. That is quite correct. However, if the buck is to be passed to the people at
the hospital, at least they must be given some direction. I do not expect the Minister to

tk any action tonight, but some time tomorrow he should talk to Mr Wall about this
maor problem. It flows into the debate held tonight about radiation problems in Western

Australia. We cannot continue putting that sort of material on our local rubbish tips. The
seepage into the water system will create bigger problems, which at this stage are not
apparent. The department has said that no effect has been noticed as yet. In that case,
why has it decided that the hospitals must be responsible for their medical waste? The
double standards and lack of negotiation are becoming a problem.
I refer to the abundance of press releases, not only from the South Western Times but also
from newspapers in Busselton, Margaret River and other areas. One article stated under
the heading "Shire rings major tip's death knell" -

The Rendezvous Road landfill rubbish tip will be closed by the end of 1995 in
line with imminent State Government regulations.
The new laws will prohibit the development and operation of tips in coastal areas
and will see Busselton shire's landfill disposal concentrated at Dunsborough's
Vidler Road site and at Jindong.
More than $70,000 has been set aside in this year's budget for improvements to
the Jindong dip.

Will this tip be lined? Every one of those articles refers to recycling. That is the only
way to solve the waste management problems in this State. lIt cannot be done in any
other way, no matter what people may say. Proper legislation is needed to give the
people of the south west an opportunity to do something about the pr-oblem. Mr Greg
Simpson, the shire health services manager of the Busselton district was reported as
saying that -

a new approach was needed to community recycling philosophies and that the big
changes in the pipeline would need to be acceptable to ratepayers if they were to
be successful.

I will return to that point. I recently made a trip to Japan, from which it seemed to me
that this very serious problem in our State can be overcome by a massive education
program. A further article by Kaylene Mance in the Southi Western Times of 6 October
stated -

Bunbury ratepayers are paying for an inefficient domestic rubbish collection
servce, according to acity council report.
But a move to privatise the service lost by two votes at the Bunbuiy City Council
meeting on Tuesday night.
However, councillors did approve privatising the commercial dump bin service.
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They also agreed to tender for collection of the Donnybrook-Balingup service of
about 800 bins to make the Bunbury service more economic.

I know people involved in waste management in the south west very well, and I also
know that a cost evaluation of recycling showed they were just covering their costs.
They employed eight people and because of the decision by the Bunbury City Council,
which was unfortunately followed by councils in surrounding areas, the shires decided
not to go ahead with the waste management plans. Those people were put out of work.
It was not a great job. They were dealing with rubbish collection of a magnitude that
perhaps could not be believed; however it was a job. The manager of the south west
waste disposal unit was giving the workers different tasks so that the job did not become
a tedious conveyor belt system. He believes very strongly in people. He said that there
was an opportunity for both his workers and the company to progress. The Bunbury City
Council decided not to go ahead with the waste management program. The repercussions
of that decision are now being felt by the waste management unit. The council
understands that the waste disposal site at Kemerton can last for only another 18 months,
when another site will have to be found. The site at Icemerton was chosen because it
could be used in conjunction with the Harvey Shire. If the Bunbury council went it
alone, it had nowhere to go
Collie is asking for help. It realises that it is in real difficulties with waste management.
That is one of the major water catchnment areas in Western Australia. The people in that
town wanted to share the Kemerton regional waste disposal site. However, it would have
halved the life of the site. There is a problem with waste management in this State. I
can talk only about my area: Bunbury, Harvey, Collie, Busselton and Margaret River.
Every one of those areas is screaming out for help. Members have only to read the daily
press releases to find that those towns need help. One of the would be senators
thankfully he did not make it - for the Liberal Party. Bernie Masters, made some
comments which were reported in a newspaper article entitled "Report urges closure of
rubbish tips". It states -

After research and consultation with the community, environmental consultant
Bernie Masters has presented his final report on refuse disposal sites to the
Donnybrook-Balingup Shire Council.
In it, Mr Masters has recommended that sites at Kirup, Grimwade, Lowden,
Noggerup and Southampton be closed.
He recommends the Donnybrook, Balingup, Mumballup, Newlands, and
Thompson Brook sites stay open .. .

That would add huge travelling expenses to those who wanted to dispose of waste in
those areas because they would have to travel much further. Mr Masters recommended
upgrading, including that a locked and fenced area be set aside at each site for pesticide
containers which would then be collected by council staff and taken to Donnybrook for
disposal. The article then goes on to talk about double handling. Hon Eric Charlton,
being a farmer, would understand the massive problems associated with the disposal of
pesticide tanks and containers. I have spoken to many farmers down south who have
asked me how to get rid of those containers. I have told them to ring the Environmental
Protection Authority or dhe Department of Conservation and Land Management for
advice. They have told me that those authorities have not provided them with any
answers. They have been told that they should dump it or take it to the rubbish tip. That
is not good. On many occasions those containers are not empty; a certain amount of
pesticide is left in the bottom of the tin or the drum. Once leakage occurs, the problems
will be far greater than will occur with the disposal of hospital waste. Even Bernie
Masters is starting to agree with that. He has gone up in my estimation by a couple of
points, but not many, since he made those remarks about the problems which exist in the
water catchment areas in the south west. As I said before, we do have problems in the
water catchment areas, and they will increase to a much larger degree in the future. In an
article in the Busselton-Margaret Times of 6 October 1994, a very prominent member of
the Busselton community, John Cooper.-
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Hon B.K. Donaldson: A good fellow.
Hon DOUG WENN: He is a super guy. He is one of the nicest people in the country that
members could meet. He and his wife are top people. The article is entitled "Cooper:
Country recycling ignored". John has been on a committee that is supposedly overseeing
waste management not only in the metropolitan are but also in die country areas. He
has become a little disillusioned with die metropolitan area because it seems to be
copping a fair bit of recognition for what can be done for it, wherea country areas seem
to be being ignored. The article states -

Busselton Shire Council is pushing for a regional site recycling centre - despite
the apparent indifference of State authorities.

He means the people here, the lawmakers in this State. We must start listening to people
like John. The article continues -

State Environment Minister, Kevin Minson, and the South-West Waste
Management Committee will be the council's key targets
But regional representative Cr John Cooper slammed the attitude of the largely
metropolitan-based State recycling committees to the South-West waste problem.

Therein lies this massive problem. If the problems that have built up in the metropolitan
area are not addressed, what will happen in the areas where I come from in the south
west? There will be no concern about them. The authorities are interested only in what
is happening in the metropolitan area. The article continues -

A member of the State's waste management committee, he said: "Recycling in
country areas is being treated as a joke and it is not good enough."
Cr Cooper and the Bussekton Shire Council maintain a recycling plant in
Bunbury, small but similar to one recently opened in Bayswater, would be one
answer to country problems.

John is one of the people who are seriously concerned about those problems. I have had
many discussions with him. He believes, as I do, that there is a solution: Money.
However, we are not talking about big money. A number of farmers on the government
side would not hesitate to say that the Federal Government should store wool or that it
should carry an abundance of wheat if necessary.
Hon E.J. Charlton: I would not ask the Federal Government to do anything.
Hon DOUG WENN: Maybe it is not a matter of asking the Federal Government to do
something; it is how it is asked. If people go to the Federal Government with a big bat,
the Federal Government will come back with a bigger bat. If this Government adopts the
approach of saying to the Federal Government, "Let's talk about it", it will come out with
a better result. This Government has been a bit of a disaster in its negotiations with the
Federal Government, particularly in relation to woads. We can talk about that issue -

Hon T.G. Butler: At a later date.
Hon DOUG WENN: Yes, probably at six o'clock this morning. A waste management
seminar was recently held at the Parade Hotel in Bunbury. One of the key speakers was
Stefan Frodsham. It was an intriguing speech and was featured in an article entitled
"Councils get blast on waste", and rightly so. The article states -

A recycling expert has criticised local councils for dropping kerb-side collections.
Stefan Frodshamn said councils should conduct independent surveys to find out
whether the community wants recycling and how much people are willing to pay.
He said some Perth ratepayers paid up to three times the amount charged for
recycling in die South-West.

Hon Kim Chance will recall that I made die point that a weekly 750 pick-up, totalling a
significant amount at the end of the year, may not sound a lot but the cost in Perth is three
times that amount We cannot exclude country areas from that cost for much longer, if
we want to preserve our water system. The document continues -
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'With the amount being paid here, I'm not surprised recycling is in trouble," he
said.

He is referring to the companies. The document continues -

Four councils - Bunbury, Collie, Busselton and Margaret River - have abandoned
door-to-door recycling because of the cost to the ratepayers. Harvey Shire
Council will decide next week whether to keep its service after contractors South
West Recycling asked for an increase from $38,000 to $65,000 a year.

That is just to remain viable with eight employees plus the other group. The document
continues -

Mr Frodsham, who is assistant director of the Office of Waste Management and
the main author of the State Recycling Blueprint, said the councils were n the
wrong truck.

I agree with him. The document continues -

"Councils have to ride over the difficult periods and keep the long-term view in
mind ... In our experience the community is happy to pay because they see the
benefits that will accrue from recycling."
Low world prices for recyclable goods and transport costs in country areas are at
the heart of the recycling dilemma.

We will reach a stage with recycling when we will need to be able to store plastics and
certain amounts of waste material until the world price reaches an acceptable level, or we
will need to find a way to recycle material to benefit the State. We must begin to set up a
program. We must promote a downstream program in order to create employment. We
have talked about the employment of 100 people in the nuclear waste area, so let us talk
about employing 1 000 people in waste management. The proposition is feasible. We
must attack the problem.
Hon Tom Helm: Will you move to set up a select committee on this?
Hon DOUG WENN: I have eight minutes remaining. I will use a couple of those
minutes to speak about my recent trip to Japan.
Hon E.J. Charlton: It will be a quick trip to Japan.
Hon DOUG WENN: Recently with a number of members from the Legislative Council -
including two from the government side - I visited Japan. I was able to take advantage of
the Bunbury City Council's sister city relationship with the city of Setagaya. I did that
through the correct channels, unlike a member from the other place who lobbed and
created problems. I found the Japanese waste management system intriguing. In
Australia we talk about burying our waste material. In Japan 100 per cent of waste
material is used to build islands off the coast, on which airports are constructed. No-one
can tell me that that is not a high-tech activity. Western Australia lacks islands. We
could convert our waste material into islands off the coast. We have islands off the north
coast, such as the Abrolhos, but we have no islands off the coast of Bunbury. We have
large sand bars, and one need only look at the charts to prove that. We can learn from the
Japanese. With proper management we could create more tourism by building islands.
T1he water off die coast is only 30 to 40 feet deep, and that would not be the depth of this
Chamber. I refuse to dive in water deeper than 30 feet, and I do a lot of diving off the
Bunbury coast T1his is a feasible proposition. The Japanese dump something like 4 000
tonnes of waste, but they recycle continually.
In this State we face similar problems to those confronting the Japanese. We must
educate people. Many people are accustomed to disposing of materials. T1hey buy, use,
and throw out In Japan, education prograims are run in schools. For every plastic bag of
recyclable material taken to school, children receive 100 yen. That money is paid by the
Governent to the schools; it is not shared with anyone. Each child brings a plastic bag
of waste material, and if the school has, say, 90 children, the school would receive a
substantial amount of money each day. Japan is an expensive country, at least when one
travels there -
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Hon T.G. Butler: I do not have a yen to go there.
Hon DOUG WENN: I do. It is a lovely place. I put together a report on that visit and I
will be happy to table it if members wish. My report reads -

It was made very clear by Mr. Yamasita that there has to be a major education
programme put in place, for the Japanese are a very old nation and the elder
people do not even consider recycling within their lifestyle. An education
programme has been put into place aiming specifically at the schools of all ages
where they are taught the "three R's" - reduce, reuse, recycle.

Those children have entered that program with such enthusiasm that we should introduce
such a program in our schools. Perhaps Hon Norman Moore would be happy to do that
because the money would be returned to schools as a result of recycling.
Hon J.A. Scott: Some schools are already doing that.
Hon DOUG WENN: The member should not tell the Minister for Education that; he
might take that amount from the Education budget.
My visit to Japan was worthwhile because I lenmt much about recycling. Without doubt,
Japan has problems. Basically, the program is a local one at Setagaya but unfortunately
the Japanese are controlled totally by the central Government. The people are workting
on that problem. The Mayor of Setagaya, Mr K~eiji Ohba, told me that he believed the
problem would be resolved within 12 to 18 months. Incinerators have been established
across Japan. The islands of Japan do not cover an extensive area. The Japanese people
are working on their problems. They have enormous numbers of people creating massive
tonnes of waste but they know that they have massive problems. They are addressing the
problems by building islands off the coast. I seriously believe that Western Australia can
do the same thing, especially off Bunbury. We could create islands out of waste that
would lead to a tourism impact that this State has not seen for a long time.
I want to refer to fish and fish traps, but I will combine that problem with another
problem. Tyre companies are paying $1 a tyre to dispose of tyres. Upward of 50 000
tyres must be disposed of in the next two years. That $50 000 could employ people to
make those fish traps, or fish attraction devices, as we did in Busselton, to create fishing
areas and fish spawning areas off our coastline.
I am disgusted at what has happened in this place in the past couple of years. Last year I
moved for the appointment of a select committee to inquire into and report not later than
31 March on waste minimisation, waste storage and disposal, and in particular, to inquire
into methods of treating, storage, management, and the disposal of waste; the regulation
and control of waste including self-imposed regulation or control; and environmental
impacts, including occupation and health.
In regard to hospitals, safety and welfare issues it was proposed to inquire into waste and
its categorisation, and what incentives might be made available to local government and
the private sector to encourage efficient management and control of waste disposal.
There was no enthusiasm from the Government.
[Leave denied for the member's time to be extended.]
Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Tonm Helm.

MOTION - MOTIONS Nos 6 AND 8, MADE ORDERS OF THE DAY
On motion without notice by Hon George Cash (Leader of the House), resolved-

That motions Nos 6 and 8 be made orders of the day for the next sitting.

MOTION - MOTION No 3, DISCHARGED FROM NOTICE PAPER
On motion without notice by Hon George Cash (Leader of the House), resolved -

That motion No 3 be discharged from the Notice Paper.
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ORDERS OF THE DAY - Nos 10 AND 11, DISCHARGED FROM NOTICE
PAPER

On motion without notice by Hon George Cash (Leader of the House), resolved -

That Orders of the Day Nos 10 and I11 be discharged from the Notice Paper.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE - ORDINARY
HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan - Leader of the House) [12.15 am]: I
move -

'hat the House do now adjourn.
Adjournnera Debate - Black List of Workers

HON TOM HELM (Mining and Pastoral) [12.15 am]: Before the House adjourns I
would like to acquaint members with a continuation of the speech I made last night in
regard to a blacklist in this State that prevents people from going about their business of
working in the trades in which they have been trained and from earning a living as they
should be entitled to by way of right. This State has legislation for equal opportunity,
discrimination, and freedom of information; yet no Act of Parliament protects the right of
ordinary working people to go to work. Last night I mentioned a newspaper article about
a fitter who had been refused employment at Western Mining Corporation's Mt Keith
nickel project He was given no reason for being refused employment. The contractor
who employed him checked on the man's ability to do his job and was satisfied.
Nonetheless when he came to the minesite to work he was refused entry, so he lost his
job. The assistant state secretary of the Metal Workers Union who brought this matter to
the attention of the public of Western Australia through the media and publication in the
The West Atistraftan received between eight and 10 telephone calls from people who had
also been refused employment at Mt Keith, and from wives of men who had been refused
employment at Mt Keith. They described their devastation after being offered more than
one job on that site, of being refused employment by the company and given no reason
why that opportunity had been denied them. They have no redress to find out what was
on their files that would prevent their being employed.
Members should not forget that this Government is dead set keen on having the union
authority diminished or destroyed. The Minister for Labour Relations tells the people of
this State that they have freedom of choice, that die unions are no good. Yet the assistant
state secretary of the Metal Workers Union, Jock Ferguson, was the only person in the
State these people could turn to. He received a call from a person who had been in the
State for 18 months. He was accepted into this country from Great Britain. He chose to
settle and work in this State. He had an exemplary work record for 18 months. He was
offered four or five jobs from different contractors to work at Western Mining
Corporation's Mt Keith nickel operations. He had packed his bag ready to go, but was
told he had no job to go to.
Members might say that that happens a lot - that he is on a blacklist. This person had
been in WA for 18 months. He is not an active trade unionist. He is not a Pomnmy shop
steward kind of a person. He worked for three and a half years at Faslane at Holy Loch
in Scotland. It is the base for Trident submarines, a joint American British facility that
does not employ people whose background is in any way suspicious. He signed the
Official Secrets Act. I know what that means because I signed it when I worked ashore
on guided missile frigates at a shipyard in Liverpool. This man was cleared by American
and British security and worked in that place for three and a half years. Not only that, he
also worked for a year in Macrathanish, which is also in Scotland. Th1at is the base which
houses the Stealth bombers. It is also a joint British and American facility. People of
unsavoury background do not work there. The right-wing fascist Government in the UK
would not allow any pinko Communist, socialist, do-gooder to work for them. When I
worked in die shipyards my credentials were checked thoroughly.
T'hat man has been in Australia for 18 months and has found that he is not suitable. Is he
a security risk in a nickel mine? Is there so much advanced technology in nickel mines
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that someone who has been here for 18 months cannot work there? He might be good
enough for the CIA and MI5, but he is not good enough for companies such as Western
Mining Corporation Ltd. I can see the smirk on the face of the Minister for Transport. If
it were six o'clock in the morning he would not be smirking. This person is also a victim
of the blacklist we have heard about in not only today's but also yesterday's newspapers.
That situation is threatening the project at Mt Keith and it is not only that site which is
under threat. The only way those people can gain any justice or any ability to carry out
their legitimate trade and way of earning a living is by turning to the union. What can the
union do to ensure these files are made available to the person concerned? The union
does not have recourse to law. There is no law that gives people the right to examine
companies' riles. What is the alternative? People must return to the nasty old days of
industrial disputation. I have the person's name, but I do not want to put it into HanSard.
He does not want to see his name in print; he wants a job. How many more people
cannot get work for reasons they do not understand? It is good enough for Governments
to have an open book policy. Laws have been passed to make them more accountable.
Hon E.J. Charlton: Why do you think those people you mentioned could not get a job?
Hon TOM HELM: In this case there is one thing I can think of; that is, he is a union
member. I am only saying that because, for the life of me, I cannot understand why he
cannot get a job. He does not have a criminal record. He cannot be a pinko-commo
union organiser or a pommy shop steward or an agitator or troublemaker. He has not
been here long enough.
Hon Tom Rudler: Has he joined the union?
Hon TOM HELM: He has.
Hon Tom Rudler: That is his sin.
Hon TOM HELM: I am at a loss to understand why he cannot get work.
Hon George Cash: I do not think it is just because he is a union member. Western
Mining employs other union members, doesn't it?
Hon TOM HELM: I wander whether the company has employed union members since
the Aust-Asia Recruitment Network has been screening the people to be employed at
Mt Newman. It is an interesting concept. Undoubtedly union members are employed
there. The danger is that the project will be at risk because the union members on that
site who have been there for a while - and I suggest non-union members as well - will not
stand by and see this injustice continue. There is a strong possibility of industrial action
to gain some semblance of justice in this mailer where ordinary working people are not
allowed to pursue their legitimate livelihood.

Adjournment Debate - Nuclear Waste Dwnp Proposal, K~algoorlie-Boulder Opposition
HON J.A. SCOT (South Metropolitan) [12.25 am]: I would like to set the record
straight regarding some comments made by Hon Ross Lightfoot.
Hon John Halden: You will be here all night.
Hon JLA. SCOTT: Yes, it will take quite a while. He claimed I did not know what I was
talking about when I said the nuclear power suggestion he was outlining for Kalgoorlie
had no support. He not only said I did not know what I was talking about, but he
insinuated I was not telling the truth; he might have even said so. Directly I will read out
some documents from the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder meetings.
Hon John Halden: You will not set the record straight with truth will you?
Hon J.A. SCOTT: The City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder has written to Hon Hendy Cowan arnd
said -

Council at its meeting on 26 September 1994 resolved:
THAT AS A MATTER OF URGENCY COUNCIL MAKE ITS OWN SUBMISSION
TO THE DEPUTY PREMIER IN RESPECT' OF ITS STANCE ON THE PROPOSED
NATIONAL NUCLEAR REPOSITORY AND INCLUDE WITH IT RELEVANT
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DETAILS VIZ PRESS CUTTINGS AND THE PETITION SENT TO THE SENATE
LAST YEAR EXPRESSING OPPOSITION TO THE PROJECT BY THE PEOPLE OF
KALGOORLIE-BOULDER.

In support of Council's above stance, I refer to its previous resolution dated
12 September 1994:

"THAT COUNCIL
I. WITHDRAW THE CrrY OF KALGOORLIE-BOULDER

REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE WORKING PARTY ON THE NUCLEAR
RESEARCH REACTOR AND NATIONAL RADIOACTIVE WASTE
REPOSITORY AND ACCORDINGLY ADVISE THE INFORMATION
OFFICER, NATIONAL WASTE REPOSITORY PROJECT. DEPARTMENT
OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND ENERGY OF THIS WITHDRAWAL

2. WRITE TO THE NATIONAL RADIOACTIVE WASTE REPOSITORY
PROJECT AND STATE THAT COUNCIL IS UNEQUIVOCALLY AND
CATEGORICALLY OPPOSED TO THE ESTABUISHM4ENT OF A
NATIONAL RADIOACTIVE WASTE REPOSITORY IN THE GOLDFIELDS
REGION AND TO ENSURE THAT THIS FACT IS CLEARLY ON RECORD
WITH THE DEPARTMENT OP PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND ENERGY.

3. WRITE TO THE SURROUNDING COUNCILS IN THE REGION I.E.
MENZIES, COOLGARDIE. DUNDAS AND YILGARN ASKING FOR
THEIR SUPPORT IN OPPOSING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A
NATIONAL RADIOACTIVE WASTE REPOSITORY IN THE GOLDFIELDS
REGION AND ASKING THEM FOR THEIR SUPPORT IN ALSO WRITING
TO THE INFORMATION OFFICER. NATIONAL RADIOACTIVE WASTE
REPOSITORY PROJECT, DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES
AND ENERGY, GPO BOX 858. CANBERRA, ACT 2601. OPPOSING THIS
PROJECT AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL.

It goes on to say in notes taken of the meeting of the council -

The Mayor related the city's involvement to date in respect of this proposal.

He made reference to meeting attendance by himself and the Town Clerk and to
press reports which had ensued.
He also made reference to Minutes recorded by Council in respect to its stance on
the proposal and the local press reports.

He indicated that he had become alarmed at the consistent reports of qualified
support which were quoted in the articles.
He indicated that due to a play on words a picture was being painted of
acceptance by the community of the proposal, whereas in his experience the
opposite was true. He felt that council was being hood-winked.

It does not sound like Hon Ross Lightfoot's position at all; quite the contrary. He should
have been talking to himself when he was chastising me. The council moved that it -

WITHDRAW THE CITY OP KALGOORUJE-BOULDER REPRESENTATIVE PROM THE
WORKING PARTY ON THE NUCLEAR RESEARCH REACTOR AND NATIONAL
RADIOACTIVE WASTE REPOSITORY AND ACCORDINGLY ADVISE THE
INFORMATION OFFICER. NATIONAL WASTE REPOSITORY PROJECT, DEPARTMENT
OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND ENERGY OF THIS WITHDRAWAL

Them is a list of actions in that motion which were carried. They were all against being
involved in that project. Another motion was put dated 12 September that -

THE CITY OF KALGOORLIE-BOULDER CONTINUE TO OPPOSE ANY PROPOSALS TO
DEPOSIT WASTE AT MT. WALTON, OTHER THAN THOSE PUT TO COUNCIL
GOVERNMENT HEALTH DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS AT THE MEETING HELD ON
5 JUNE 1992. THAT IS THE MILDLY RADIOACTIVE WASTE TH9AT IS CURRENTLY
STORED AT THE QUEEN ELIZABETHI 11 MEDICAL COENR

and secondly, that -

6617



THE TOWN CLERC LIAISE WITH RELEVANT EASTERN STATES COUNCILS AND
ASCERTAIN, HOW THEY SUCCESSFULLY OPPOSED THE STORAGE OF WASTE IN
THEIR AUFrHORITES.

That was carried. I still cannot see any support for Hon Ross Lightfooz's proposition.
Perhaps he got his ideas from the writer of the following letter to Professor Ken
McKinnon, the Chairman of the Research Reactor Review Sydney, headed "Possible
Location for New Research Reactor", which reads -

People in Kalgoorlie, Western Australia, wish to have the Eastern Goldfields
region considered as a possible location for a new nuclear research reactor.

It does not say which people. It states further -
At this date our community is mainly awart of the inquiry through media
releases. Other members of the Kalgoorlie community and I have a copy of the
terms of reference of the RRR. We are also aware of die imminent closing date
for the submissions and that it has not been possible to put forward a detailed
submission outlining our case in die short time allowed. Also, we are aware that
you intend to hold public hearings. The Kalgoorlie community wishes to
participate in that process.

Many other references are made in this letter to the Kalgoorlie community. It is signed
D.C. Daws, the Chairman of the Ooldfields-Esperance Development Authority. H-e is
one of the people pushing to have Esperance turned into an industrialised port; for the
transportation of toxic and nuclear waste to Mt Walton, no doubt. I understand that at
one stage he also owned the land on which Mt Walton is located. I found it strange that
somebody with such an interest would be allowed to be on such a body.
Hon N.E. Moore: You should check that out thomoughly before you make those
accusations.
Hon l.A. SCOTT: IJalready have.
Hon N.F. Moore: I think it is vacant Crown land.
Hon J.A. SCOTT: Not according to the information I have accumulated. A hearing was
held in Perth that may have given some weight to Hon Ross Lightfoot. In a transcript of
the proceedings of the research reactor review public hearing held at the Perth Orchard
Hotel, Mr Daws states -

I have already given you, Chairman, for the Committee, the originals of
correspondence which indicate the political endorsement of my proposal to your
inquiry for a new research reactor to be located in the Eastern Goldfields.

Dr Hundloe, one of the committee members, states -

1 have quickly looked at those letters and they are from politicians and the like,
that is, from residents. I want to be very clear that I think you are saying, with
regard to Lucas Heights, there is opposition which is coming from, I suppose,
political leaders and certain people in the community.

The chairman of GEDA states, 'T7hat is not universal. There is some support as well."
Mr Hundloe replies, "That is very true, but these letters appear to be only from leaders in
the community." Mr Daws then states -

I would like to think we follow leadens and not the others but, having said that, I
have not had any letters from anybody in the Goldfields who has seen fit to write
to me and say, '"We are agin what you are saying." They have expressed that
view in newspaper reports, but not diretdy to me.

Professor Henderson-Sellers asks, "You are telling us that you do have support from the
local town council and shire and whatever htis." Mr Daws replies -

I think we need to be clear that it is qualified support; they seek further
information, but certainly they do not adopt the view that they do not want it
under any circumstances without discussion.
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That is an odd sort of support. They never supported it at any stage. The only snippet of
support that could be gleaned was that the council said it wanted more information.
Hon N.F. Moore: Mr Chill wrote a letter saying it was a goad idea, and Labor members
this afternoon said it was a good idea too.
Hon J.A. SCOTt': Mr Grill probably did, but I disagree with him. At least there is one
perslon in Kalgoorlie, along with Hon Norman Moore, who would like to see that reactor

in pace.
Question put and passed

House adjourned at 12 33 am (Thursday)



QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

CHIRISTIAN BROTHERS - LEYLAND, G.A., LETITER, SICK CHILDREN
TAKEN TO RAMF HOSPITAL, PEARCE

830. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Community Development:
(1) Is the Minister for Community Development aware that Wing

Commander (Retired) G.A. Leyland, MEBS, JP1, FACMA. FRCMA,
claimed in a letter he wrote on 18 March 1991 to the Christian Brothers
Western Aumtrlian Provincialate that when he was the Principal Medical
Officer, RAAF for the years 1947-1954 he drove sick children from
St Joseph's Farm and Trades Schol Bindoon to the RAAF Hospital at
Pearce?

(2) Will the Minister say how many such sick children were so admitted to
the RAAM Hospital at Pearce?

(3) Will the Minister give the dares of such admissions and the length of rime
for which each child was so admitted?

(4) Was any one of those children an immigrant child as defined in Section 4
of die Commonwealth of Australia Immigration (Guardianship of
Children) Act 1946-1952?

Hon E-J. CHARLTON replied:
Answer provided by the Minister for Community Development -

(1)-(4) Despite a thorough examination of numerous files held in Stare
Archives relating to St Joseph's Farm and Trades School Bindoon,
no information has been located about sick resident children from
that institution being taken to the RAAF Hospital Pearce for
treatment.

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT - OFFICERS, ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES,
ALLEGATIONS

Surveillance Equipment
836. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Transport representing the Mnister for

Fisheries:
In regard to the answer to question on notice 569 of 1994 -
(1) What surveillance equipment was used in the "questionable"

actions undertaken by fisheries officers and police officers?
(2) Who requested the surveillance equipment?
(3) Who supplied the surveillance equipment?
(4) Who owned the surveillance equipment?
(5) Was the surveillance equipment supplied with the consent of the

person who was responsible forthe equipment?
(6) In whose possession is the surveillance equipment now?
(7) Which section of the Police Department conducted the

investigation?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:

The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following reply -
(1) Itisi not known what equipment was used in the questionable

actions by fisheries officers and police officers. It was alleged that
a listening device was placed in a house in Guildford in 1982.
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(2)-(6)
Not known.

(7) The 1993 investigation into die misuse of surveillance equipment
by fisheries officers was conducted under the dfret control of the
Deputy Commissioner of Police.

FISHERIES DEPARTMENT - OFFICERS, ILLEGAL ACrIVITIES,
ALLEGATIONS

Tracking Devices, Listening Devices
852. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for

Fisheries:
(1) Is die Fisheries Department aware of any instances where a fisheries

officer has broken into an aeroplane in the course of his duties to install a
listening device or a tracking device or for some other purpose?

(2) Is die Minister or his department await of fisheries officers illegally
breaking into private motor vehicles to install tracing devices?

(3) If so, when did the offence take place?
(4) Who was the highest ranking officer in the Fisheries Department who

knew of die illegal use of -
(a) tracking devices; and
(b) listening devices?

(5) Which officer in the Fisheries Department was directly responsible for die
decision to install illegal tracking devices or listening devices in vehicles
or buildings?

Hon E.J CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Fisheries has provided the following reply -
(1) No.
(2) The Fisheries Department is aware of officers entering an unlocked

vehicle on one occasion to install a tracking device.
(3) The event referred to in answer (2) above occurred in July 1986.
(4) (a) It is alleged that at the time of the event described in

answer (2) above the highest ranking officer in die
Fisheries Department who knew of the event was a senior
fisheries officer involved in special investigations.

(b) As answered in question on notice 836, the department is
aware of an event in 1982 where there is an allegation of
the use of an unauthorise listening device. At the time of
this event, the highest ranking officer in the Fisheries
Department who is alleged to have known of the use of this
device was a senior fisheries officer involved in special
investigations.

(5) Answered by (4) above.
CHRISTIAN BROTHIERS - BINDOON AND TARDUN SCHO0OLS

Lefter 1950
874. Hon J.A. SCO~r to die Minister for Transport representing die Minister for

Community Development:
(1) Did the Under Secretary for Lands and Immigration, acting in his capacity

as the delegate of the Minister for Immigration pursuant to die
Immigration (Guardianship of Children) Act 1946, receive a letter dated
6 Febrary 1950 from die Deputy Director of Education in Western
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Australia certifying as efficient the Christian Brothers schools at Bindoon
and Tardwi?

(2) Did that letter occur as folio 199 of ACC 541 AN 3/3 4186/46, Volume 2,
Catholic Episcopal Migration and Welfare Association of Western
Australia, Child Migration Nominations WG3 rile in the State Archives?

(3) Did the deputy director note chat the staff a: Bindoon found a problem
with the mental standard of the boys there?

(4) Did the deputy director suggest that the experience of education personnel
at Cunderdin and Northam in dealing with displaced persons be used?

(5) Will the Minister for Community Development table the letter?
(6) If not, why not?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:

Answer provided by the Minister for Community Development -

(1)-(6)
The folio to which the member refers is not within my portfolio
responsibilities. The relevant Minister is the Minister for Lands.

GARNAUT, DR R. - BANJCWEST CHAIRMAN
875. Hon P.R. LIGHTFOOT to the Leader of the House representing the Premier

(1) How many days (avenage) per month has the Chairman of BankWest,
Dr R. Garnaut, worked from the Bank West offices in Perth in the
previous -

(a) three months;
(b) six months;
(c) nine months; and
(d) 12 months?

(2) Is Dr Garnaut to be reappointed after his contract expires in March 1995?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:

The Premier has provided the following reply -
(1) (a) 2.7 days per month

(b) 3.0 days per month
(c) 2.9 days per month
(d) 2.9 days per month.

(2) Cabinet will determine at the appropriate time.
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - ALBANY DISTRICT7 EDUCATION OFFICE

Staff Reduction
876. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Education:

I refer to die recent reduction of the Albany district education office
staffing by 2.46 FTEs.
(1) Can the Minister indicate the reason for that reduction given that

enrolments in the district are increasing?
(2) What changes have been made to the district's boundaries?
(3) Have staff levels changed at other education district offices and, if

so, what were they?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The 1994 staffing allocation for Albany was 22.0 142s. Allocation of

resources per district for 1995 was determined by the following formula
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designed to provide a more equitable distribution of resources throughout
the State -

base grant + district factors prant + site factors grant (-s special
programs prant)

Eased on this formula, the 1995 FIE allocation for the Albany district is
20.5 - a difference of -1.5 FlEs (not -2.46). The special programs grant,
which is a combination of Commonwealth funding and central funding,
has yet to be made.

(2) No changes have been made.
(3) There has been no alteration to the total district staffing allocation for

1995. Based on the resourcing formutla, changes of staffing levels f'or
1995 have occurred in the following districts -

Armadale +1.1
Bunbwry North -0.1
Bunbury-South -0.5
Cockburn -0.5
Esperance +0.6
Geraidton North -0.7
(3eraldcon South -0.0
Hedlancl -0.5
Kalgoorlie +2.0
Karratha -2.3
K~imberley -0.8
Manjimup -0.4
Melville +0.8
Merreclin -2.5
Moona -0.9
Narrogin -0.
Northam -1.4
Peel +8.0
Perth South -2.5
Thornlie -0.9
Willetton +3.2

MINERALOGY PTY LTD - STATE AGREEMENT ACT. FORTESCUE
MAGNETITE PROJECT

894. Hon J.A. SCOIT to the Leader of the House representing the Mnister for
Resources Development:

As the Government is currently negotiating with Mineralogy Pty Ltd over
a potential state agreement Act to cover the proposed Fortescuc. magnetite
project -

(a) can and will the Minister table the names of the companies involved
in this proposal;

(b) can the Minister confirm that the companies Eskaglade Pty Ltd,
Fidelis Nominees Ltd, Closeridge Pry Ltd, River Crescent Pry Ltd
and Legal and Specialized Accounts Pty Ltd are part of the
corporate structure of Mineralogy Pry Ltd; and

(c) can die Minister confirm that one of the shareholders in the above
companies referred In as Susan Manee Painter, of 33 Marindic
Street, Capel Hill, Queensland, Susan Manee Palmer, of I Rio Vista
Boulevard, Surfers Paradise, Queensland, and Susan Parker of 1 Rio
Vista Boulevard, Surfers Paradise, Queensland, is one and the same
person?
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Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
The Minister for Resources Development has provided the following
response -

(a) At this stage Mineralogy Pty Ltd is the only entity holding
discussions with the WA Government. The mineral leases which
are the subject of die Pontescue project are held by Mineralogy Pty
Ltd and Bcxfan Pty Ltd.

(b) Mineralogy Pty Ltd is a private company and I am unable to
confirm the details of its corporate structure. The member is
referred to the Australian Securities Commission for public details
of die companies which are nominated in the question.

(c) No. I am unable to make any confirmation in regard to the persons
nominated in the question.

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS - TARDUN
Brunard, Charles, Death

901. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Community Development:
(1) Did Charles Enumard, a schoolboy at Christian Brothers Agricultural

College, Tardun, a subsidised institution within the meaning of the Child
Welfare Act 1907, as amended, on 17 October 1943 die of a fractured
skull?

(2) Was Charles Bninard born in England?
Hon ElJ. CHARLTON replied:

Answer provided by the Minister for Community Development -

(1 )-(2) The Department for Community Development has no records
about Charles Brunard.

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS - TARDUJN
Duncan, Brian, Death

903. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Community Development:
(1) Did Brian Duncan, a schoolboy at Christian Brothers Agricultural College,

Taidun, a subsidised institution within the meaning of die Child Welfare
Act 1907, as amended, on 12 March 1957 die of a fractured skull?

(2) Was Brian Duncan born in England?
Hon EJ CHARLTON replied:

Answer provided by the Minister for Community Development -

(1) Records held by the Department for Community Development
indicate that Brian Duncan was killed in an accident on 12 March
1957. There is no reference to die cause of death.

(2) The records maintained by the Department for Community
Development do not indicate whether Brian Duncan was born in
England.

SCHOOLS - ALLENDALE PRIMARY
Upgrading

918. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Allendale Primary School -

(1) When is the bitumen basketball court upgrade likely to occur?
(2) When is the administration area likely to be upgraded?
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(3) When are the rusted veranda posts and holes in the asbestos walls
likely to be rixted?

(4) When is the school going to be provided with a music roam so that
music classes amt no longer conducted in the withdrawal room?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) An amount of $22 000 has been allocated to reseat the courts in 1994-95.
(2) Funds have been allocated in the 1994-95 capital works, program to

undertake an upgrade of die existing administration area at Allendale
Prim ary School.

(3) An amount of $10 000 has been allocated1 for repaims to the veranda posts
and walls in 1994-95.

(4) The provision of a music room will be given due consideration in relation
to the needs of other schools when future capital works programs are
compiled.

SCHOOLS - BEACHLANDS PRIMARY
Asbestos Roof Replacement

921. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Beachlands Primary School -

(1) When will the asbestos roof at the school be replaced?
(2) When will the bore and reticulation system be improved at the

school?
(3) When is it likely that the school will be provided with a covered

assembly area?
Hon N.F MOORE replied:
(1) The asbestos roof is listed for replacement in 1994-95.
(2) An amount of $ 10 000 has been allocated to upgrade the bore in 1994-95.
(3) The provision of a covered assembly area at Beachlands will be given due

consideration in relation to the needs of other schools when future capital
works programs are compiled.

SCHOOLS - CARINE SENIOR HIGH
Upgrading

927. Hon JOHN HALJDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Crime Senior High School -

(1) Does the department plan to upgrade any of the carpets at die
school?

(2) Are there any plans to provide a performing arts centre at the
school?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) No carper has been listed for replacement at the school in 1994-95.
(2) T7he provision of a performing arts centre at the school will be given due

consideration in relation to the needs of other schools when future capital
works programs are compiled.

SCHOOLS - WOODLANDS PRIMARY
Upgrading

932. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Woodlands Primary School, is there any proposal to
upgrade the school's facilities?
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Hon N.Y. MOORE replied:
An administration upgrade at the school is currently being documented
and it is anticipated construction will commence prior to Christmas. A
general upgrade will be given due consideration in relation to the needs of
other schools when future capital works programs are compiled.

SCHOOLS - SCARBOROUGH SENIOR HIGH
Upgrading

944. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With regard to Scarborough Senior High School -

(1) When will the Education Department be repainting the technology
building?

(2) Are the tennis courts to be repaved?
(3) Is the department going to upgrade the curtains and carpets at the

school?
(4) Is the school to be provided with drama room facilities?

Hon NIP. MOORE replied:
(1) An amount of $75 000 has been allocated to repair and paint the

technology building in 1994-95.
(2) An amount of $26 000 has been allocated towards the resealing of the

courts in 1994-95.
(3) The carpets and curtains have no: been identified as a priority for

replacement in 1994-95.
(4) The provision of drama facilities at Scarborough Senior High School will

be given full consideration in relation to the needs of other schools when
future capital works programs are compiled.

SCHOOLS - MARRJ GROVE PRIMARY
Extra Classroom

953. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Mari Grove Puimary School are there any plans to provide
the school with an extra classroom?

lion N.F MOORE replied:
The school has been listed for a temporary classroom for the 1995 school
year.

SCHOOLS - LEDA PRIMARY
Comp uer Facilities Upgrading

957. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Leda Primary School, when are the computer facilities at
the school going to be upgraded?

Hon N.Y. MOORE replied:
All schools are provided with computing equipment in accord with a
schedule based on actual student enrolments. Primary schools are not
provided with computing classrooms.

SCHOOLS - CUE PRIMARY
Upgrading

960. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Cue Primary School -
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(1) When are the teacher preparation azeas to be upgraded?
(2) When is the telematics area to be upgraded?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied,
(1) No funding has been allocated to modify the staffroomi in 1994-95.

However, an amount of $10 000 has been allocated for maintenance htems
at the school.

(2) The existing telematics system at the school is approximately two years
old, and has recently had a software upgrade. The school is able to apply
through the priority country areas program general element grant for any
further additions.

SCHOOLS - CONNOLLY PRIMARY
Upgrading

962. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Connolly Primary School -

(1) When are parking facilities at the school to be upgraded?
(2) Is the school to be provided with an undercover area?
(3) If yes, when?
(4) When are the grounds to be reticulated?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) Parking facilities were upgraded in 1992.
(2)-(3) The school was provided with a covered assembly area when it opened in

1991.
(4) The grassed playing spaces and surrounding areas are automatically

reticulated, in line with current standards. No further reticulation is
proposed.

SCHOOLS - CHAPMAN VALLEY PRIMARY
Upgrading

964. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Chapman Valley Primary School -

(1) Is the carpet scheduled for upgrading?
(2) Are the roof and gutters scheduled for maintenance?
(3) Is the school to be painted?
(4) If yes, when?
(5) Is the Education Department considering an extension to the office

space?
Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) An amount of $6 000 has been allocated for the replacement of carpet at

the school in 1994-95.
(2) No funding has been allocated for roof and gutter maintenance in 1994-95.

It will be considered for funding by the District Minor Works Committee
in 1995-96.

(3)-(4) The painting of the school is not considered a priority for funding.
(5) The school is not included in the first five priorities within the Geraldton

North Education District for an administration upgrade. it is therefore
unlikely that any major administration upgrade will proceed at the school
in the near future.
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SCHOOLS - CARNARVON PRIMARY
Upgrading

966. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Carnarvon Primamy School -

(1) Are there any plans to perform maintenance on the school's toilets?
(2) Does the Education Department intend to provide extra storage

space for the school?
Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) No. Maintenance on the school toilets has not been identified as a

priority.
(2) Funds have been allocated in the 1994-95 capital works program to

undertake an administration upgrade at the school. Additional storage
space will be provided as part of the building programn.

SCHOOLS - CARCOOLA PRIMARY
Upgrading

969. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Carcoola Primary School -

(1) Is the school scheduled to have a security upgrade?
(2) When is the school to receive computing facilities?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The school will continue to be considered for the installation of a security

alarm system in a future capital works program.
(2) All schools are provided with computing equipment in accord with a

schedule based on actual student enrolments. According to the projected
student enrolment for 1995, it is likely that the school will have a surplus
of up to five permanent classrooms over and above the recommended
number of class groups.

SCHOOLS - CALINGIRI PRIMARY
Upgrading

970. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Calingiri Primary School -

(1) When is the school to receive a toilet block upgrade so as to remove
white ants and other insects, as well as improve sanitary disposal?

(2) Is the administration area scheduled for expansion?
(3) If yes, when?

Hon N.E. MOORE replied:
(1) Funding has been allocated in the 1994-95 capital works program to

provide a new, prefabricated toilet facility at the school. It is anticipated
that the work will be completed towards the middle of 1995.

(2)-(3) The Moors District Education Office has not rated Calingiri Primary
School as a priority for an administration upgrade. Accordingly, it is
unlikely that the administration area will be enlarged in the near future.

SCHOOLS - BURRENDAH EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION CENTRE
Upgrading

971. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Burrendah Early Childhood Education Centre -
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(1) When are the carpets in classroomns scheduled for maintenance?
(2) Is the school to receive an undercover area?
(3) If yes, when?
(4) When is the playground to be modified to cater for the five-year-old

full rime program?
(5) Is the school to be provided with a music room?

Hon N.F MOORE replied:
(1) No carpet has been listed for replacement at the school in 1994-95.
(2)-(3)

No. A covered assembly area has already been provided to serve the
students at the primary school and the early childhood centre.

(4) The upgrading of the playground is a metier for consideration by the
school within the context of the minor works system.

(5) No. Based on projected student enrolments, it is likely that a surplus of
permanent classrooms will exist at Bunrendah within the next two to three
years.

SCHOOLS - HOPE VALLEY PRIMARY
Extra Activity Area

972. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Hope Valley Primary School is there to be an extra activity
area provided?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
Based on projected student enrolmerns, it is likly that the number of
classes operating at the school will reduce from four to thre over the next
few years. Accordingly, it is unlikely that an extra activity area will be
provided at the school.

SCHOOLS - FERNDALE PRIMARY
Upgrading

980. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Ferndale Primary School -

(1) When are the netball courts due for resurfacing?
(2) Is the school to be provided with a sick bay?
(3) Is the school to be provided with an interview room?
(4) Is there a proposal to provide the school with an undercover

assembly area?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
(1) The resurfacing of the courts is listed for consideration in 1994-95.
(2)-(3)

The school was provided with a sick bay and an interview roomn at the
time of establishment in 1979.

(4) A covered assembly area was provided in 1980.
SCHOOLS - EAST WANNEROO PRI]MARY

Extra Storage Space
982. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:

With regard to East Wanneroo Primary School, when is the school to
receive extra storage space?
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Hon NEF. MOORE replied:
East Wanneroo Primary School is rated number six priority within the
Joondalup Education District for an administration upgrade which would
include additional storage space. It is unlikely that an upgrade will
proceed in the near future.

SCHOOLS - CAMBERWARRA PRIMARY
Library and Science Block Upgrading

985. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
Wit regard to Camberwarra Primary School, when is the school
scheduled to have a library and science block upgrade?

Hon N.F. MOORE replied:
Primary schools are not provided with science facilities. There are no
plans to upgrade the existing library at Carnberwanra.

SCHOOLS - DAVALIA PRIMARY
Upgrading

987. Hon JOHN HALDEN to the Minister for Education:
With regard to Davalia Primary School -
(1) Is the school scheduled to be repainted?
(2) Are there any proposals to expand the school's administration

facilities?
Hon NYF. MOORE replied:
(1) No funds have been allocated for painting at the school in 1994-95. The

Scarborough District Education Minor Works Committee will consider the
project for funding in 1995-96.

(2) Davalia Primary School is rated number six priority within the
Scarborough Education District for an administration upgrade. it is
unlikely that an upgrade will proceed in the near future.

KENDRICK PHILLIP - FISHERIES DEPARTMENT EMPLOYMENT
1000. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Transport representing the Minister for

Fisheries:
(1) When did Mr Phillip Kendrick commence employment with the

Department of Fisheries or its predecessor?
(2) To what level and position was he appointed?
(3) On what dates was Mr Kendrick promoted, and to what positions was he

promoted?
(4) When did Mr Kendrick leave his employment in the Department of

Fisheries and what was the last position he occupied in the department?
(5) Did Mr Kendrick take a voluntary redundancy and were there any special

conditions attached to that severance?
(6) If so, what were those conditions and was there a secrecy clause in any

severance or redundancy agreement?
(7) If not, on what basis did Mr Kendrick leave the Department of Fisheries?
(8) Has Mr Kendrick been subsequently employed as a consultant to the

Department of Fisheries or by a consultant to the department to undertake
work for the department?

(9) It so, what work has Mr Kendrick undertaken in that capacity and what
were the periods of employment?
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Hon E.J CHIARLTON replied:
'he Minister for Fisheries has provided the following reply -
(1) 13 May 1968.
(2) Cadet Inspector-CG VII- 1.
(3) 3 April 1969 Permanent Staff

17 October 1969 Assistant Inspector
16 October 1970 Inspector
28 January 1982 Senior District Fisheries Officer
24 October 1990 Supervising Fisheries Officer - Special

investigations.
(4) 31 December 1991 Supervising Fisheries Officer.
(5) Yes. Normal conditions for voluntary severance applied.
(6)-(7) Not applicable.
(8) No.
(9) Not applicable.

LIVE SHEEP - EXPORT TRADE
1012. Hon L.A. SCOTT7 to die Minister for Transport representing the Minister for

Primary Industry:
(1) Is the Minister for Primary Industry aware that earlier this year dhe Royal

Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals called for the ending of
the live sheep export trade on animal welfare grounds?

(2) Is the Minister aware that the two major shipping companies, which
between them carry 90 per cent of the United Kingdom's live export trade,
worth over $400mn, ceased their involvement with the trade earlier this
year?

(3) Is the Minister awnr that the New Zealand Government has, in the last
month, announced the suspension of its live lamb export trade because the
mortality rates in transit exceeded the 1 per cent which it had established
as a standard for an acceptable level of animal welfare?

(4) Would the Minister provide the overall mortality rate of the 4.4 million
live sheep exported from Fremantle in 1993-94?

(5) What percentage of sheep die during road transportaton within Western
Ausaralia?

(6) What percentage of sheep die in feedlots prior to loading onto ships?
(7) What percentage of sheep die during the two to three week voyage to the

Middle East?
(8) Does die Government intend to follow the example of New Zealand in

requiring that conditions of transport should be such that live animal
exports from Western Australian ports do not exceed a set rate of
mortality, thus guaranteeing aicceptable levels of animal welfare?

Hon RIU CHARLTON replied:
The Minister for Primary industry has provided the following reply -
(0-03) Yes.
(4) The overall mortality rare of sheep exported ftrm Fremantle in

1993-94 was 2.5 percent.
(5) The Department of Agriculture has estimated the death rate of

sheep during road trnsportation to feedlots before live export at
approximately 0.014 per cent.
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(6) The death rawe of sheep in feedlots before loading onto ships is
approximately 0.12 per cent sheep.

(7) Avenaged over the last three years. the death rate of sheep during
the voyage to the Middle East was 2.7 per cent.

(8) No. Codes of practice have been established for the housing,
feeding and management of the sheep during live export. The
Government closely monitors the industry to ensure that it
complies with these codes, and it is committed to research aimed at
reducing death rates.

SUPPLY WEST - PRJVAT[SATION
1053. Hon N.D. GRIFFITHS to the Minister for Health representing the Minister for

Works; Services:
(1) Has it been decided to privatise any function or pant of Supply West?
(2) If so, when was the decision made?
(3) What functions or parts of Supply West are to be privatised and in each

case when is that intended to take place?
(4) With respect to each function or part to be privatised how many full time

equivalents will be removed from the public sector?
(5) What arrangements for redundancy payments are in place?
(6) Are there any conditions precedent to an employee being offered a

redundancy package?
(7) If so, what are they?
Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The Supply West warehouse operations, stocktake and customer order

entry functions are currently the subject of a public tender for facilities
management by the private sector.

(2)-(3) No decision has been made as the tender responses are still being
evaluated.

(4) To be determined as a result of the tender outcome.
(5) The Public Sector Management Act 1994 and the Public Sector

Management (Redeployment and Redundancy) Regulations 1994.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

TAPE - JOONDALUP COLLEGE
Funding; Enrolments; Courses

590. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Education:
(1) What amount of recurrent funding has been allocated to the Joondalup

College of TAPE since I July 1994?
(2) How many students are currently enrolled at the campus?
(3) What were the enrolment figures for the previous year?
(4) What courses are conducted at the campus?
(5) Of the students enrolled this year and in previous years, how many were

enrolled in non-award courses?
Hon N.Y MOORE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of the question.
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(1) $lm.
(2) To date, 180 full time and 835 part time students.
(3) During 1993 approximately 243 people were enrolled on a full

time basis, although not necessarily concurrently, and 956 were
enrolled part time.

(4) At present the courses at the campus are -

Associate Diploma Business (Accounting)
Associate Diploma of Office and Secretarial Studies
Associate Diploma Business Information Technology
Advanced Certificate Information Technology
Advanced Certificate Management
Certificate of Retailing
Certificate of New Opportunities for Women
For 1995 courses, three additional areas have been advertised.
These are -

Associate Diploma Social Science (Child Care)
Certificate of Retail Tourism
Associate Diploma of Business (Administration)

(5) In 1993. 30 students were in the New Opportunities for Women
programs and 52 trainees. During 1994, 30 students have
completed NOW programs and 30 more will complete in mid-
December. Also there have been 44 people in a variety of non-
award courses, either prevocational or traineeships.

HOSPITALS - BUNBURY REGIONAL
Pathology Services, Future Management Discussions

591. Hon J.A. COWDELL to the Minister for Health:
Has the Minister, his office, or the Health Department had any discussions
with Australian Medical Enterprises in reference to the future
management of the Bunbuiy Regional Hospital or its pathology services!

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
As for the Bunbury Regional Hospital, no. I do not know about the
pathology services because general expressions of interest for all
pathology services throughout the State were called. I do not know who
has expressed an interest; it may be that AME did.

WILUNA - HEALTH, POLICING AND JUSTICE SUBMISSION
592. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Did the Minister receive a submission on health, policing and justice
issues in Wiluna during a visit there in June 1994?

(2) What action did the Minister take from his own portfolio perspective to
draw the matter to the attention of the relevant authorities?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1)-(2) Members may =ecall that at that time I had to return to Parliament because

it sat an extra week, and the Opposition indicated that it wished to raise
some matters relating to me, so I left Wiluna earlier than I had anticipated,
and I had only a brief time to speak. The matter raised with me related to
concern about the excessive number of arests of Aboriginal people,
particularly for drunkenness. I suggested that from my point of view I
could best assist by establishing a sobering-up centre. I suggested that the
people there should look at forming a patrol to handle people who were
drunk. An officer from the department went to Wiluna, I think in early
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September. I have a report that indicates that a number of things have
been done to try to form an action plan to develop a sobering-up Centre in
the town.
The following matters were agreed: That the matter should be raised at
the next Kutkulbu meeting late in September. 1 do not know if that
occurred. A special meeting was to be arranged to discuss the sobering-up
issue early in October - and 1 do not know whether that took place. That
meeting would include representatives of the Aboriginal and Tonres Strait
Islander Commission, the statewide health authority, police and other key
health and welfare representatives. Mr Ken Farmer, a member of the
Kutkulbu advisory group, is the chairperson of the Ngangganawili
Community Inc, and he is very supportive of ATSIC involvement in the
project. This is significant because in other areas ATSIC has been
providing capital costs for the development of sobering-up centres.
An offer was made by the statewide health authority to pay the cost of
three persons to visit existing sobering-up centres in the north of the State
such as Roebourne and Hedland. This was offered in order to better
inform the group on the desired layout, function and operation of
sobering-up centres and to assist in the planning and development of the
service. Following the visit to other sobering-up centres the group will
examine property options in Wiluna. There is an acute shortage of
housing in the town that could be suitable for a sobering-up Centre. It is
likely, therefore, that a new structure will be required. Land prices in
Wiluna, however, are cheap at around $1 600 a lot. A letter of intent will
be prepared by Kutkulbu in the next few weeks outlining Wiluna's wish to
establish a sobering-up Centre. This letter wI be forwarded to ATSIC and
the statewide health authority.
Dr Ray McKenzie indicated that Kutkulbu wished to see the development
of a community patrol in Wiluna to complement the sobering-up Centre
service. Thte time frame for the commencement of the service is expected
to be some time early in the 1995-96 financial year.
To the extent that I can progress the matter through my portfolio I have
put matters on line. [ hope we will be able to fund the sobering-up Centre
and that a patrol will commence. As indicated yesterday, these actions
will do a tremendous amount to address the problem.

BANKWEST - PRIVATISATION, PROBLEMS
593. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Finance:

What problems have delayed the progress of the privatisation of
BankWest?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
I am not aware of any problems. The annual report for September 1994 is
not out yet. We will be interested to see that report. Matters are being
investigated, but no decision has been made.

BANKWEST - MERGER WITH CHALLENGE BANK
594. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Finance:

(1) Does the Government support a merger of BankWest and Challenge
Bank?

(2) If not, why not?
Hon MAX EVANS replied:
(1)-(2) A proposition has not been put to the Government. The matter has been

floated in the Press many times by Challenge Bank.
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ROADS - SOUTH WESTERN HIGHWAY-COALFIEL.DS HIGHWAY
JUCTON IMPROVEMENTS; PROPERTY COMPENSATION

595. Hon BARRY HOUSE to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Can the Minister advise of any plans to improve the junction of South

Western Highway with the CoalfielIds Highway?
(2) Will any properties be affected; if so, what properties?
(3) What are the procedures in respect of compensation and written

negotiations, and will compensation allow property owners to relocate in a
situation at least equal to that which they now enjoy?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I thank the member for some notice of the question.
(1) A number of options, both short and long ternm, are presently being

considered. A decision on the final design has yet to be made.
(2) Yes. The ultimate solution will involve land acquisition and the

Main Roads Department has commenced negotiations with the
owners of four properties along the Armadale-Bunbury road. Th1e
residential property owners are Mrs M.F. Rossi, Mr and Mrs J.
Grapes and Mr G. and Mrs B. Dawes. The one business property
is owned by Belvemn Enterprises Pty Ltd.

(3) Main Roads has obtained valuation reports and negotiations have
commenced with all four property owners. The compensation
payable under the Public Works Act is the market value of land
plus 10 per cent and any other consequential losses incurred by the
owner. All the owners have been invited to obtain independent
valuations at Main Roads' cost as a means of negotiating a suitable
settlement figure.

BANKWEST - LEGISLATION
596. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Finance:

(1) Is it the Government's intention to introduce any legislation relating to
Bank West this year?

(2) If yes, what will the legislation involve and when will it be brought to
Parliament?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
(1)-(2) No decision has been made. It depends on the Government's decision

regarding BankWest.
1 want to clarfy my answer to the previous question: The previous Labor
Government made a decision that BankWest and Challenge Bank should
be merged. The coalition Government has made no decision, although the
matter has been floated in the Press.

MOTOR VEHICLE THIRD PARTY INSURANCE - ACTUARY'S REPORT
ON PREMIUM INCREASES, TABLING

597. Hon MARK NEVILL to the Minister for Finance:
(1) Given the State Government Insurance Commission's monopoly on motor

vehicle third party insurance, will the Government table the recent
actuary's report on recommended premium increases prior to the end of
the last financial year?

(2) If not, why not?

Hon MAX EVANS replied:
I ask the member to place the question on notice.
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AIR SERVICES - BROOME, QUESTION RULED OUT OF ORDER
598. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Minister for Transport:

[ refer to the Minister's letter to me of 25 October 1994 on air services to
Broome in which he states there has been an increase of some 42 per cent
in the number of air passengers to Broome in the six years to 1988; a
50 per cent increase in February to June figures since 1992; a 32 per cent
increase in traffic numbers between Perth and Broome over the past three
years; and the expression of ministerial expectation of an even greater
number of visitors to Broome with the introduction of the Qantas air link
services to Broomne frm 14 November. Will the Minister for Transport
advise the National Party of Western Australia of his assessment and urge
it to correct or, better still, withdraw its submission to the electoral
boundaries redistribution commissioners that argued for the removal of a
seat from the Mining and Pastoral Region?

Ruling - Question out of Order
The PRESIDENT: Order! That question is out of order. The portfolio

responsibilities of the Minister for Transport do not extend to conveying
messages to outside organisations.

Hon TOM STEPH-ENS: The Minister for Transport has given me advice that is
in conflict with the advice given to the National Party, and I amn asking the
Minister to correct his advice to the National Party.

The PRESIDENT: The member cannot do that. That part of the question is out
of order. Hon Tom Stephens can ask the Minister to correct the advice he
has given to the member, but not to the National Party, the Liberal Party
or the Labor Party.

PEARLING INDUSTRY PROMOTION TRAINING AND MANAGEMENT
LEVY BILL - INDUSTRY SUPPORT ADVICE; FUTURE DECISION

599. Hon TOM STEPHENS to t Minister for Transport:
(1) On what basis did the Minister tell this House on Wednesday, 19 October

that the Pearling Industry Promotion Training and Management Levy Bill
represented what the pealting industry wanted with regard to a levy put in
place by the Government? That is in view of the fact that the Minister has
received a letter from the Pearl Producers Association which says the Bill
has not addressed the issue in the way that the industry requested, and has
possibly given the Minister for Fisheries excessive discretionary powers.

(2) Will the Minister apologise to this House for his latest misleading
statement, or will he advise the House that he is not proceeding with the
Bill?

Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:
(l)-(2)

I will not do either. The advice I received was that the Bill had the
support of industry. I have not received any indication to the contrary. I
will make a decision on the future of the Bill when I seek appropriate
advice on the position of the legislation.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - FOSTER CARE
Donovan Research Survey

600. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Community Development:

I refer to research being carried out by Donovan Research on foster
parenting, and ask -
(1) Did the department provide Donovan Research with the names,
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addresses and telephone numbers, or any other identifying
information, on foster parents?

(2) Did the department seek the approval of each person before
providing the information?

(3) What other information does the department disclose on foster
parents or other clients of the department without their formal
approval?

Hion E.J. CHARLTON replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) The department provided names, addresses and tel ephone numbers

to Donovan Research with no other identifying information.
(2) The department asked each district office to provide information

about the survey and to ask its foster carers whether they were
prepared to take part in the survey. The survey rationale was
publicised through the Foster Care, Association newsletter. Foster
cateirs were not under any pressure to take part.

(3) The Department for Community Development does not disclose
information outside the department about clients without
permission unless there are serious concerns about risk to children.

URBAN WATER RESEARCH ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA - SURVEY
601. Hon SAM PIANTADOSI to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister

for Water Resources:
(1) Will the Minister provide details of the Urban Water Research Association

of Australia study into urban water infrastructure?
(2) Is this report to be based on surveys of residential and commercial users?
(3) If so, how are these surveys to be conducted?
(4) What questions will be asked?
(5) Which company has been commissioned to manage the survey and what

fee is payable.?
(6) When will the report be completed?
(7) Will the Minister table both the report and any survey commissioned by

the Water Authority of Western Australia?
Hon MAX EVANS replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1)-7) The Urban Water Research Association of Australia is a research

organisation funded by the major urban water authorities to
perform research into common issues in the water industry. I anm
unsure what research the member is referring to. Two possibilities
are: Principles for Setting Developer's Contributions for Urban
Water Infrastructure; and Urban Stormwater Management in
1CM - a survey methodology is being used in this study. I would
be pleased to provide the member with the relevant information if
he could identify the specific project he is interested in.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL - REPORT ON
WATER PRICING

602. Hon SAM PIANTADOSI to the Minister for Finance representing the Minister
for Water Resources:
(1) Will the Western Australian Water Resources Council report on water

pricing?
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(2) Is this report to be based on surveys of residential and commercial users?
(3) If so, how are these surveys to be conducted?
(4) What questions will be asked?
(5) Which company has been commissioned to manage the survey and what

fee is payable?
(6) When will the report be completed?
(7) Will the Minister table both the report and any survey commissioned by

the Water Authority of Western Australia?
Hon MAX EVANS replied:

I thank the member far same notice of this question.
(1) Yes. Thte report entitled "Water Pricing in Western Australia" was

completed in October 1994.
(2) No. The report is a compilation and analysis of current Water

Authority pricing policies and was prepared by Mr Lloyd Werner
of the Waxer Authority and Dr Bob Humphries of the Western
Ausoralian Water Resources Council.

(3)-(5) Not applicable.
(6) It is completed.
(7) Yes, and I now seek leave to table those papers.

Leave pranted. [See paper No 470.1
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE, DEPARTMENT OP -

OFFICERS APPOINTED AS INSPECTORS; INSPECTIONS
603. Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Health representing the Minister

for Labour Relations:
(1) How many officers of the Department of Occupational Health, Safety and

Welfare who are appointed as inspectors under part 5 of the Occupational
Health, Safety and Welfare Act 1984 are currently engaged primarily in
making workplace inspections and how many are engaged primarily in
jobs of an administrative, educational or promotional role?

(2) How many inspections have been made by these inspectors between 1 July
1994 and 30 September 1994?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I thank the member for some notice of this question.
(1) Eighty officers an appointed inspectors engaged primarily in

workplace inspections. Thirteen officers are appointed inspectors
engaged primarily in jobs of an administrative, educational or
promotional role.

(2) Three thousand and thirty-six.
ABORIGINAL ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM - HEALTH

WORKERS EMPLOYMENT
604. Hon TOM STEPHENS to the Leader of the House representing the Premier

(1) How many Aboriginal environmental health workers will be employed
under the new environmental health program established in response to
the urgent needs identified by the Aboriginal Social Justice Task Force?

(2) Will these health waiters be employed in Aboriginal communities? If
yes, which ones? If no, where will they be based?

(3) What training will be given to these health workers and by whom?
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(4) What will be the tasks of the Aboriginal environmental health workers?
(5) How many contracted environmental health officers will be employed

under this program?
(6) Where will they be based?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:
(1)-(6) The new Aboriginal environmental health program is being developed by

the Health Department in consultation with other agencies and local
communities. Planning is now well under way, and there have been
constructive negotiations with the Aboriginal and Tonres Strait Islander
Commission with the aim of securing further funding to increase the reach
and impact of the program.
The first phase of the program has entailed detailed surveys of a large
number of Aboriginal communities to identify the specific remedial work
needed. Some of the results are now being analysed, while the rest of the
surveys are being completed. The Health Department and other agencies
will be able to implement remedial action in the new year. This will
certainly involve Aboriginal environmental health workers, environmental
health officers, and appropriate training, although it would be
inappropriate at this stage to specify the number and locations while
planning and consultation continue. I will ensure the information is
provided to the member when the plans have been completed.
The Government committed an additional $3m from this year's Budget for
the new program. Funds for planning and development of the program
have been provided additionally by the Health Department. It is also
hoped that ATSIC will provide further support.
ELEVATION DANCE CLUB - EXTENSION APPROVAL

Documents Tabling
605. Hon A.J.G. MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Health representing the Minister

for Planning:
(1) Will the Minister, in the interests of accountability, table any or all of the

documents relating to his decision to uphold the appeal of Mr Raiinond
Fazio to extend Elevation nightclub?

(2) In particular, will the Minister table copies of any correspondence or
communication he recived from Mr Raimond Fazio or Mr John Kizon?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1)-(2) I thank the member for some notice of this question. Thbe Minister for

Planning is happy to make this file available to Hon Alannah MacTiernan
for her personal scrutiny on the proviso that she gives an undertaking to
keep the specific details confidential. He will be pleased to answer any
questions emanating from her scrutiny to satisfy her inquisition on the
basis of government accountability. He is not, however, prepared to
overturn the longstanding parliamentary convention through successive
Governments of different political persuasions of not tabling
administrative appeal files. That would create a precedent that could lead
to public exposure of personal or private financial affairs of appellants
who have written in confidence to the Minister. Otherwise, he would
welcome andg the file available to the Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administrative Investigations as an officer of this Parliament with a
request that he report on the probity of the Minister's actions in this
matter. Further, Hon Alannah MacTiernan has availble the avenue of
access provided by the Freedom of Information Act. The Minister for
Planning has discussed this matter with the Acting Crown Solicitor, who
endorses the position he has taken.
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POLICE - COMMUNITY POLICING
Facilities, Offers

606. Hon BOB THOMAS to the Minister for Mines representing the Minister for
Police:

I refer to the answer given by the Minister for Police in response to
question without notice 137 on Tuesday, 10 August 1993 in the other
place to which the Minister replied -

I am totally committed to dhe concept of community policing and I
believe the success of this program is well and truly on the record.
I will certainly encourage the program and do everything I can to
ensure that the initiative of the Commissioner of Police, Mr Brian
Bull, is continued and pushed as far as possible.

In view of this response, I ask -
(1) Is the Minister aware of any offers to provide facilities for

community policing free of charge, with funding or otherwise by
any community group or shopping centre?

(2) If so, who made the offer, and has it been accepted and acted
upon?

(3) If the offer has not been accepted or acted upon, why not?
Hon GEORGE CASH replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question. The Minister for
Police has provided the following reply -

The Commissioner of Police has advised as foliows -

(1) Yes.
(2) Facilities for community policing premises have been offered and

accepted as follows -

(a) Maddington Shopping Centre by owner of centre for police
community resource centre.

(b) Rockingham Shopping Centre by owner of centre for
police community resource centre.

(c) Galleria Morley Shopping Centre by Coles Myer Ltd for
police community resource centre.

(d) City of Perth for police community resource centre.
(e) City of Geraldton for police community resource centre.

(f) Lotteries Commission for police community resource
centre.

(g) Australian Maritime Safety Authority for police
community resource centre.

(3) Offers have been accepted.
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MONITORING MEDIA - EXPENDITURE

607. Hon J.A. SCOTT to the Minister for Education representing the Minister for
the Environment:

What level of funding was spent in the last financial year 1993-94 on
public relations and monitoring media?

Hon NEF. MOORE replied:
The Minister for the Environment requests that this question be put on
notice.
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HOSPITALS - BUNBURY REGIONAL, NEW
Minister's Promises

608. Hon BARRY HOUSE to the Minister for Health:
With respect to the Minister's answer during question time yesterday to a
question by Hon Tom Helm about the ownership and management of the
new Bunbury Regional Hospital, is the Minister aware of assertions made
by the Deputy Leaider of the Opposition, Dr Gallop, that the Minister has
broken a promise on the new hospital? If so, is Dr Gallop correct?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
I was asked three questions yesterday: Who would build, own and
manage the new Bunbwry Regional. Hospital. Obviously who will build it
will entirely depend on who wins the contract. The Government does not
normally build hospitals. However, I made it clear that the Government
would own the hospital. The management of the hospital is now legally in
the hands of the Bunbury Health Service. Ms Anne Donaldson currently
manages the hospital. If the BHS wants to change the manager to
somebody else, get somebody else in to manage it, or change the metod
of management, that is its decision. Under the Hospitals Act, each
hospital is a body corporate. When no board is appointed. I as the
Minister am the board. As soon as a board is appointed, the board then
.has that legal responsibility. For instance, Royal Perth Hospital is run by a
board, it has the legal authority to make those decisions. I no longer have
those responsibilities. I kept my promises to the Bunbury people. One of
the most important promises I made, which I kept from an early stage, was
to set up a board so the Bunbury people could run the hospital and make
the decisions as to how its local health services were run. They have done
that well. I do not intend to interfere in that process and to dictate how
they will make those decisions.

SCHOOLS - LAWNMOWING AND GARDENING CONTRACTS
609. Hon TOM HELM to the Minister for Education:

Some notice has been given of this question, which I ask on behalf of
Hon John Halden.
(1) Have contracts for lawnmowing and gardening on school

properties gone to pnivate contractors in the Joondallup and
Melville districts?

(2) If so, why?
Hon N.F. MOORE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of the question.
(1) Lawnmnowing contracts are being let in the districts mentioned.

No gardening contracts have been let.
(2) The Building Management Authority lawnmnowing team informed

the Education Department that it would not be able to keep up with
the metropolitan lawnmnowing workload in the approaching
growing season.

HOSPITALS - ROYAL PERTH
Facilitator Appointment

610. Hon KIM CHANCE to the Minister for Health:
With regard to the recent appointment of a facilitator for the clinical
directions progrm at Royal Perth Hospital -

(1) Why was it necessary to bring someone from the United Kingdom
to fill this position?
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(2) What was the cost involved in moving the new facilitator and his

family from the United Kingdom to Perth?
(3) Was the new facilitator provided with a new Commodore car?
(4) Was this vehicle considered by the facilitator to be unsatisfactory,

and was it replaced within a week?
(5) As the original Commodore car was retained by the hospital and

given to another department, what was the cost of purchasing the
extra new car?

Hon PETER FOSS replied:
(1) The role of the independent facilitator was critical to the change process at

Roya Perth Hospital. To be successful the facilitator must have extensive
experience in the development of patient oriented organisational structures
and die implementation process.
Prior to contracting for Mr Mumford to come to RPH, the hospital sought
the advice of the Royal Australian College of Medical Administrators and
the Australian Institute of Management regarding the availability of a
suitably trained and experienced person. Neither organisation was able to
recommend a suitable prospect. Mr Mumford is a fellow in organisational
development at the King's Fund College, which has an international
reputation for its work in developing health care management systems.

(2) The cost involved of $16 317.38 will be primarily funded from
commonwealth funds associated with the national program, and is the
standard relocation cost applicable to any visiting professor or senior
management personnel.

(3) Yes. The terms and conditions of Mr Mumforc's contract are the standard
terms and conditions of a visiting professor or senior management
personnel.

(4) The sedan was exchanged for a station wagon ordered for another
department on Mr Mumfoni's request due to the difficulties experienced
in accommodating his son's specially constructed pram. Mr Mumford's
second child is profoundly handicapped.

(5) The second vehicle had already been requisitioned for another hospital
department. The overall cost increase for the purchase of the wagon was
$99.

FAMILIES - TASK FORCE
611. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Transport representing the

Minister for Community Development:
On 12 May 1994, 1 asked the Minister quetion on notice 136 concerning
the task force on families. The question has not yet been answered.
(1) When will the Minister provide an answer?
(2) Why has it taken him almost six months to answer a very simple

question?
Hon E.J. CHARLTON replied:

When I looked through the questions on notice I wondered why this
question had not been answered. This morning, I asked my office to call
the Minister's office to see why this information had not been provided.
The response indicated that a search of his office revealed that question on
notice 136 had been inadvertently overlooked. In other words, it has been
put in some file somewhere. The Minister will provide that information
and I will give it to the member.
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MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT - TRANSPORT, DEPARTMENT OF
Redundancy Packages

612. Hon CHERYL DAVENPORT to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Are redundancy packages being offered, or have they been offered

recently, to employees of the Main Roads Department and the Department
of Transport?

(2) If so, are such packages deliberately aimed at reducing the permanent
work force of both organisations?

(3) Will the Minister state whether individual employees of the Main Roads
Department or the Department of Transport who accept such packages
will at any stage be re-employed by either department; and in such an
event, what conditions would apply?

(4) Will the Minister assure the House that taxpayers' funds are not being
spent unnecessarily by either the Main Roads Department or the
Department of Transport on redundancy payments to individuals who
might otherwise have submitted their resignations or been close to
retirement?

Hon LiU CHARLTON replied:
(f)-(4) Redundancy packages are being offered to employees of the Main Roads

Department because the department is being restructured. The structure of
that department, like any other organisation, changes as time goes by.
With the ever increasing contracting out that has taken place over recent
years, it is important for the department to have people who can cater for
tke demands and responsibilities of delivering a service to the public and
also to administer the contracting out. There needs to be a change in
personnel. That is the reason for the reform.
The role of the employee will define which employee receives a
redundancy package. It is not about giving packages to people who are
close to retiring; it is about giving them to people whose positions are not
required in the new, reformed operation.
A new enterprise agreement was agreed to by the employees of the
Department of Transport which will mean a reduction in numbers.
However, having agreed to it, the union has decided to withdraw from that
agreement. At this stage, the future of those people in the Department of
Transport is in limbo. The agreement would have meant pay increases for
those employees. However, because the union has rejected the agreement,
those increases have now gone by the board.
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